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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 
 
 

 
 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 2, 2020    Holy Eucharist 
 

Whether at home, or gathered outside, you are an important part of the St. 
James Community and we know that we are united in love. 

 
If you are present at our outdoor service,  

please wear your mask at all times and maintain a distance of six 
feet from anyone not in your household. 

 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Word of God 

 
Please stand. 

Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 
Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 
Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it 
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 
The First Reading   Genesis 32:22-31 

The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 
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with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 17:1-7, 16   Exaudi, Domine BPC p. 600 
 

1 Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; 
give heed to my cry; * 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 

2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 

3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 

4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
I have heeded the words of your lips. 

5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 

6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 

7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
from those who rise up against them. 

16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 

 
The Second Reading Romans 9:1-5 
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 
Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish 
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my 
kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them 
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belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who 
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   
 

Please stand. 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 14:13-21 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw 
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 
hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate 
were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon The Real Miracle Mother Bonnie Morris 
 Jesus is tired, he needs rest, everyone needs dinner.  The disciples say to Jesus, 
‘tell the people to go back to town and provide for themselves.’ Wait a minute!  They 
are in a deserted place.  How far to the nearest town?  Two miles?  Twenty?  Once 
they get to the town, will there be food available?  Not a given in this time and place 
of poverty and scarcity.  If the food is available, will the people have money to 
purchase it?  Again, certainly not a given.  Some may, most will not.  And away, who 
wants to walk what will probably be several miles on an empty stomach?  Not me!  So, 
Jesus says to the disciples “You feed them”.  5,000 people, not including women and 
children is a tall order.  We know the rest of the story.  The disciples start with 5 
loaves and two fish (a meager meal at best for the 13 of them) and feed the multitude 
with an abundance left over.  Is this a great miracle for the God that created the 
cosmos from nothing?  Not really, on the grand scale of things.  But miracles always 
point to something greater than the miraculous act itself.  What is the real miracle 
here? And to what does it point?   
 It starts with Thanksgiving.  The disciples said to Jesus “all we have is…”  But 
Jesus taught them to say “Look, we have this bread and this fish—let us thank God for 
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it!  Let us begin with praising God for what we have been given.”  Then they broke the 
bread and shared it.  The SECOND (and I think lesser) miracle was that the scarce 
amount was enough, and then some—or as my grandmother would say it was “a 
gracious plenty”.  The FIRST (and greater) miracle was that the disciples moved from 
an attitude scarcity “this is all we have” to an attitude of gratitude and community.  
They could now say “Look at the blessings we have been given by God—let’s share it 
with these people who are starving for food, for God and for love.”  That is the real 
miracle.   
 Does thanksgiving, breaking and sharing sound familiar?  It should.  It is the 
Eucharist.  We bring our gifts to the altar, wheat from God’s creation, made into bread 
by human hands and give thanks for all we have.  We break the bread—we can’t share 
a loaf whole; we must break it into pieces first.  Then we share it. 
Live the miracle by starting with Thanksgiving to God.  Not “all I have is this little bit 
and I have to guard it and save it and protect it” … but “Thank you God what I have 
(large or small)!  Help me to use all that I have been given for your purpose, for your 
beloved people.” 
 Whatever their initial doubt, the disciples were caught up in Jesus words of 
abundance and gratitude.  It was then that they could participate in the wonder and 
joy of the miracle.  We might begin in a place of scarcity—I have just barely enough 
for me—but we will wind up in a place of wonder, plenty and love.  It all starts with 
Thanksgiving. Together, we can live this miracle.  Together, we can start with 
Thanksgiving! 
Amen.  

Please stand. 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 



6 
 

I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Presider  
As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made flesh, let us 
offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time. 
 

Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, and all bishops, for the priests, 
deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place. We pray today 
especially for those families affected by COVID-19. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, and for those who seek 
and guard the peace, 
Especially  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor..   Be with us, Lord. 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for 
those in prison. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For friends, family and all those we love, 
Especially,   Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, 
Venus, Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, 
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Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, David, Phyllis and (Please add names on your personal 
prayer list here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Be with us, Lord. 
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer in this joyful season. May we 
come to see the true light who shines throughout the world and who is God for all 
eternity. Glory to you for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider alone stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

The Holy Communion 

 

Please stand. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p. 367 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  For you 
are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
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Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us or yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
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Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 
Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Please remain in your places.  A minister will bring Communion to you. 

 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 
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Happy Birthday! 
Liz Findlay  8/2 and Aaron Belluscio  8/6,    

 
 
Please join us in one of the Zoom meetings “St. James Conversation on Moving 
Forward” (see the calendar page for details.)  If you cannot connect via Zoom, please 
call the office and let us know.  We will plan a way for everyone to be able to join in 
the conversation. 
 
For the month of August, we will try OUTDOOR IN-PERSON Services, at 9:30 am 
and 10:30 am.  These services are limited to 25 people.  Please wear your mask and 
bring a chair or blanket to sit on the ground.  To register and save your seat, please 
go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service.  If you cannot 
register online, please call the office to reserve your place.  We will also ZOOM these 
services. 
 
Back to School Sales have started!  Please start collecting school supplies for our 
annual collection! 
 

Conversations with Bishop Sean on August 16 
On July 19 and August 16 at 1 pm, everyone in the partnership dioceses is invited to 
online conversations with Bishop Sean. Join by video or phone to hear updates from 
across our partnership and ask questions.  Join the conversation via Zoom using this 
link: https://zoom.us/j/95186212034 or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 
95186212034#. 
 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
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Planned Communications 
Week of August 2nd -- through August 9th 

 
August 2  Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
August 3 11:00 pm St. James Conversation on Moving Forward 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87324091103 
 To join by phone: +16465588656, Meeting ID: 87324091103# 
 
August 5 12:00 Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 
Monday through Friday Evenings 
 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 840 8078 0006 
 
August 9 Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT
0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87324091103
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


