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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is Like a Net Thrown into the Sea” Mosaic by Fiona French 

 

A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
July 26, 2020 

 
You are an important part of the St. James Community.   

Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  
we know that we are united in love. 

 
”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold  
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 BCP p. 78 
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy 
hill and to your dwelling. Psalm  43:3 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. BCP p. 79 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

 BCP. p. 81 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Ubi Caritas Sung by The Genesee Chorale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JA3sqpPs3DE 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b   Confitemini Domino BCP p. 738 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JA3sqpPs3DE


3 
 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the LORD our God; * 
his judgments prevail in all the world. 

8 He has always been mindful of his covenant, * 
the promise he made for a thousand generations: 

9 The covenant he made with Abraham, * 
the oath that he swore to Isaac, 

10 Which he established as a statute for Jacob, * 
an everlasting covenant for Israel, 

11 Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan * 
to be your allotted inheritance." 

45b Hallelujah! 

The Lessons 
The First Reading   Genesis 29:15-28 

 Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore 
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two 
daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob 
loved Rachel; so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter 
Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her 
to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. 
 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my 
time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, and 
made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to 
Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to 
be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is 
this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you 
deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger 
before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other 
also in return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed 
her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Rachael and Leah by Michelangelo, 1542-1545 

 

Canticle:  Jubilate, Psalm 100 BCP p. 82 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

The Second Reading   Romans 8:26-39 
 The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches 
the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God. 
 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a 
large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
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him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so 
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. 
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The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflection by Mother Bonnie Morris 
 

It may not be good business…but do it anyway. 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that becomes a tree, and birds 
come and make nests in its branches.”   What reasonable farmer wants to 
encourage birds to come live in his field or orchard? 

God’s love may not always make sense.  Do it anyway. 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three 
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”   Three measures of four will feed 
about 300 people.  Once you add yeast it must be used or it is wasted.   

God’s love may seem wasteful.  Do it anyway 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant who found one pearl of great value and 
sold all that he had and bought it.”   Sell everything you have for one field or one 
pearl?  Talk about putting all of your eggs in one basket!  This is not good 
stewardship. 

God’s love takes all of us.  There are no “halfsies”.  Do it anyway. 
 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad.  What good fisher wants to bring in bad fish?  
It’s a waste of time and effort. 

God’s love is for everyone, and I mean it!  Do it anyway. 
 

The stories that Jesus tells are outrageous.  A good farmer, fisher, cook or merchant 
might wonder if Jesus had quite lost his mind.  Then…if we think beyond our 
knowldege of what is sensible and reasonable, if we move out of our comfort zones 
and find a realm of love and sharing that doesn’t make sense in a world of give-and-
take…we can dwell in the region of God and glimpse the vision of the Kingdom of God. 
Amen. 
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The Apostles' Creed  BCP p. 96 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day BCP p. 231 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our 
ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the 
things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays BCP p. 98 
O God you make us glad in the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
The Spirit of God aids us in our weakness and teaches us to pray.  In the power of the 
Spirit let us offer prayers to God for the needs, concerns, and hopes of all the world. 
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For churches in every place, for all of God’s beloved people across the world and for 
the unity of all. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Bonnie our priest, Diana our 
deacon, and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people, and for all those who share 
God’s covenant of peace, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, 
Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all those in danger and need, the sick and the suffering, the strayed and the lost. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love, 
Especially Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, 
Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, 
Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, 
Lew-Ann, Joanne, Phyllis and (Please add names on your personal prayer list 
here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

We support in prayer those who left messages on our Prayer Fence: For family, 
health, freedom, safety, world sanity, peace, justice, mercy, faith, forgiveness, and 
for hope.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the dying and the dead. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and 
one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who transforms our lives and makes us new. 
Hear our prayers which we offer in confidence and breathe upon us with your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us today and 
always.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 

 
Happy Birthday! 

Charles O’Neill  7/29 

 
 

Readers for today were: 
 1st Reading – Barb King 
 2nd Reading – Bill Sofia 
 Canticle – Judy Essig 
 Prayers of the People – Lilo Townsend 
 
Please join us in one of the Zoom meetings “St. James Conversation on Moving 
Forward” (see the calendar page for details.)  If you cannot connect via Zoom, please 
call the office and let us know.  We will plan a way for everyone to be able to join in 
the conversation. 
 
For the month of August, we will try OUTDOOR IN-PERSON Services, at 9:30 am 
and 10:30 am.  These services are limited to 25 people.  Please wear your mask and 
bring a chair or blanket to sit on the ground.  To register and save your seat, please 
go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service.  If you cannot 
register online, please call the office to reserve your place.  We will also ZOOM these 
services. 
 
Back to School Sales have started!  Please start collecting school supplies for our 
annual collection! 
 

Conversations with Bishop Sean on August 16 
On July 19 and August 16 at 1 pm, everyone in the partnership dioceses is invited to 
online conversations with Bishop Sean. Join by video or phone to hear updates from 
across our partnership and ask questions.  Join the conversation via Zoom using this 
link: https://zoom.us/j/95186212034 or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 
95186212034#. 
 
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
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Planned Communications 
Week of July 26th    through August 2nd 

 
July 26th  10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer  
 11:00 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour 
 11:20 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
Monday through Friday Evenings 
 7 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 840 8078 0006 
 
July 29th  12:00 Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 
July 30th 1:00 pm St. James Conversation on Moving Forward 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89762279008 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 897 6227 9008 
 
July 31st 6:00 pm St. James Conversation on Moving Forward 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82997416585 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 829 9741 6585 
 
Aug. 3rd 11:00 am St. James Conversation on Moving Forward 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87324091103  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 873 2409 1103 
 
August 2 9:30 am– 10:30 am Morning Prayer on the St. James Lawn 
Reserve your seat! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service 
 In-person attendance is limited to 25 people.  Please bring your 

own chair or a blanket to sit on.  Please wear a mask. 
To join via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923  

 
Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT
0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89762279008
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82997416585
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87324091103
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


