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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 
“Sower after Millet”, 1889 by Vincent Van Gough 

 
 

A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
July 12, 2020 

 
You are an important part of the St. James Community.   

Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  
we know that we are united in love. 

 
”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold  
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 BCP p. 78 
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy 
hill and to your dwelling. Psalm  43:3 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. BCP p. 79 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

 BCP. p. 81 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Lean on Me Sung by The Genesee Chorale 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fVLTM3GW5s 
 
Psalm 119:105-112   Lucerna pedibus meis BCP p.772 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
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111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 

 

The Lessons 
The First Reading   Genesis 25:19-34 
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of 
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of 
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed 
to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, 
and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and 
she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 
And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” 

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first 
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward 
his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. 
Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 
 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob 
was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; 
but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob 
said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 
Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and 
went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Canticle 13  A Song of Praise Benedictus es, Domine BCP p. 90 
 Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
  

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 
The Second Reading   Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is 
in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
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“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But 
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Reflection by Mother Bonnie Morris 
Sowing Seeds by Mistake 

 

I was about eight.  I don’t remember exactly how, either by my parents buying the 
right kind of gas, or by saving up box tops, I received a packet of seeds in the mail.  
You remember what it was like to get a package in the mail as a kid, right?  What a 
wonderful thing.  I had such a plan—this bit of the back yard, carefully hoed out and 
staked out.  I would plant the seeds—just there! And they would grow into beautiful 
flowers.  Well, of course, disaster struck.  I tripped over something (probably the dog) 
and the seeds went flying.  Everywhere.  Gone was my oh-so-carefully planned 
garden.  Gone were my seeds.  Gone were my hopes for flowers.  I was distraught.  
But my mother, usually so patient with all of our sufferings, didn’t seem all that 
worried.  I was astounded by her apparent heartlessness.  My seeds were gone!  I 
walked away, disappointed in myself, my mother and the world as a whole.  A few 
weeks later I ambled out into the back yard. I saw flowers!  My flowers!  The daisy 
seeds had rooted, sprouted and bloomed!  I was astonished and so very, very pleased.  
My wise mother just smiled. 
 

Biblical sowing is more of an art than a science.  The sower’s arm flows from the bag 
of grain, over and out in a wide arching motion.  He doesn’t place seeds in precise 
furrows or exact spots.  He throws the seed and the interplay of arch, muscle and wind 
launches the seed to its desired location, hopefully good soil for the most fruitful crop.  
 

God is a bit different.  God sows everywhere.  God sows and the seeds of love, 
forgiveness, energy, courage and compassion fly on the wind.  God is an intentionally 
messy sower.  If God is profligate in his love, if it goes with the wind to good and to 
barren ground, what am I to do?  If I start to work and make a mistake, what am I to 
do?  Keep sowing, God says, and look for the miracle of what happens when my seeds 
are planted.  Daisies will grow, bloom and multiply. 
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God asked me to sow some seeds.  He didn’t tell me exactly how; he just gave me the 
seeds and the heart to plant them.  I goofed up, but the flowers grew because the soil 
was good.  My plan when awry, but flowers bloomed because they were rooted in 
God’s wonderful creation.   
 

What seeds are in your hands, waiting to be set loose on the wind?  How can you 
plant, in this imperfect world, with fallible human hands, the garden of action that 
bears the fruits of change?  We have the seeds; we have the spirit to plant them.  
Let’s go to work!  Amen. 

 

 
 

The Apostles' Creed  BCP p. 96 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
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And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day BCP p. 230 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant 
that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may 
have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays BCP p. 98 
O God you make us glad in the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
The Spirit of God aids us in our weakness and teaches us to pray.  In the power of the 
Spirit let us offer prayers to God for the needs, concerns, and hopes of all the world. 
 

For churches in every place, for all of God’s beloved people across the world and for 
the unity of all. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Bonnie our priest, Diana our 
deacon, and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people, and for all those who share 
God’s covenant of peace, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, 
Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all those in danger and need, the sick and the suffering, the strayed and the lost. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love, 
Especially Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, 
Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, 
Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-
Ann, Joanne and (Please add names on your personal prayer list here.) May God 
keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

We support in prayer those who left messages on our Prayer Fence: For family, 
health, freedom, safety, world sanity, peace, justice, mercy, faith, forgiveness, and 
for hope.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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For the dying and the dead. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and 
one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who transforms our lives and makes us new. 
Hear our prayers which we offer in confidence and breathe upon us with your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us today and 
always.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 

 

Happy Birthday to those who are celebrating  
birthdays in the first two weeks of July! 

 
Bette Rung~7/2, Danielle Colantonio~7/7 
Jaykob Belluscio~7/8, Abby Bestine~7/8 

Carol McManis~7/9 
 
 
 

Readers for today were: 
 1st Reading – Liz Findlay 
 2nd Reading – Joan Ellison 
 Canticle – Lilo Townsend 
 Prayers of the People – Jim Ellison 
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Batavia Ecumenical Vigil Against Racism 
Dismantling the Pernicious Wall of Institutional Racism, Stone by Stone 

 

July 15, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
On the front lawn of the YWCA 
301 North Street, Batavia, NY 

 

All are welcome! 
Please wear a mask and maintain safe social distancing. 

Rain Date Duly 16th 
 
 

Sacred Ground Conversations Begin July 16 
Leaders of the Diocese of Western New York's Commission to Dismantle Racism and 
Discrimination and the diocesan Mission Strategy Advisory Group have agreed to co-
sponsor the Episcopal Church's Sacred Ground program across the partnership 
dioceses. 
 

Sacred Ground, a dialogue series about race, is grounded in faith and includes 
readings, documentary film and short videos. "Small groups are invited to walk 
through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of 
family story, economic class, and political and regional identity," reads the Episcopal 
Church's Sacred Ground webpage. 
 

In our partnership dioceses, facilitated Sacred Ground discussion groups will meet 
twice each month via Zoom for a total of 10 sessions. Participants can choose one of 
these options: 
July 21-December 1: First and third Tuesdays of each month from 3-4 p.m. 
July 16-December 3: First and third Thursdays of each month from 7-8 p.m. 
 

Three Sacred Ground preview sessions are available: 
July 12, 3-4 p.m., July 13, 7-8 p.m., July 14, 3-4 p.m. 
 

To learn more and to register: 
https://episcopalpartnership.org/sacred-ground-begins-on-july-16-register-online/ 

 
 

Conversations with Bishop Sean on July 19 and August 16 
On July 19 and August 16 at 1 pm, everyone in the partnership dioceses is invited to 
online conversations with Bishop Sean. Join by video or phone to hear updates from 
across our partnership and ask questions.  Join the conversation via Zoom using this 
link: https://zoom.us/j/95186212034 or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 
95186212034#. 
 
  

https://episcopalpartnership.org/sacred-ground-begins-on-july-16-register-online/
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Planned Communications 
Week of July 12th t    through July 18th     

 
July 12th  10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer  
 11:00 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour 
 11:20 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
July 15th   Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 
Monday through Friday Evenings 
 7 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 840 8078 0006 

 
Next Sunday, July 19th  

Please join us for Morning Prayer, Coffee Hour and Our Faith Discussion 
beginning at 10:30 via Zoom Meeting 

To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 
Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT
0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#  
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84080780006
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


