
1 
 

 
St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 
 

Jeremiah lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem, by Rembrandt van Rijn 
 

A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
June 28, 2020 

 
You are an important part of the St. James Community.   

Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  
we know that we are united in love. 

 
”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold  
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 BCP p. 78 
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy 
hill and to your dwelling. Psalm  43:3 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. BCP p. 79 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

 BCP. p. 81 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Jubilate   BCP p. 82 
  Psalm 100 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God;  
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise;  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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Psalm 13        Usquequo, Domine? BCP p. 597 

1 How long, O LORD? 
will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, 
and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

3 Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; * 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

6 I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
The First Reading   Jeremiah 28:5-9 
The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words 
that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of 
the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in 
your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you 
and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the 
word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent 
the prophet.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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The Second Reading   Romans 6:12-23 
Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 
present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of 
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once 
been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to 
which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness 
for sanctification. 
 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end 
of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to 
God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of 
sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Canticle 13  A Song of Praise Benedictus es, Domine BCP p. 90 
 Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 
Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
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Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 
Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 10:40-42 
Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 
prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- 
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

REFLECTION by Deacon Diana 

Listen to what The Lord says! You will have 70 years of pain because you have 
corrupted the law and changed it to meet your own desires. Your false sense of 
security is over and you will now either lose your life by the sword and famine in 
Babylon, or surrender outside the city to save your lives. You must turn from sin and 
repent. Return to the Lord. 

Listen to what the Lord says! Within two years, you will have a return of those that 
were exiled from Jerusalem and your temple riches will be restored! 

M-m-m. Which prophet would you want to listen to? 
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Of course we would want to listen to the message that brings hope and the hint of life 
returning to normal again. Isn't that the very message that is on all our minds today? 
We have only lived through five months of a pandemic and already we are crying 
"When will life be the way it was"? And of course, we know deep down that it will 
never be the same...because we have been changed. 

That's what Jeremiah thought when he told Hannaniah, in front of all the people, that 
he too hoped it could be true and peace would return soon because he loved the city 
and didn't want harm to come to the people. But, Jeremiah knew that was not what 
God said. 

Thousands of years later, we are experiencing the same kind of tension and conflict. 
Who do we listen to about the Corona virus, racism, and injustice? How do we know 
who to believe? What is God's message in all this? 

The prophet Jeremiah was introduced as the "prophet like Moses" because he was 
called by God and like Moses, protested that he did not feel competent. The Lord told 
him not to worry, that He, The Lord had his back no matter what. 

So Jeremiah had been critical of professional prophets who proclaimed peace but did 
not say God required repentance or hard work to obtain it. These were false prophets 
who told people what they wanted to hear, even though they had not heard from God. 
They wanted to be accepted as true prophets and have the ears of the people as a 
status symbol. Jeremiah however, felt like he had a fire burning in his body that he 
couldn't contain and he had to prophesy the less popular message, even if it meant his 
own death. 

Just like Jesus, Jeremiah prayed that the will of the Lord be done. He listened to God. I 
am sure he would have liked for this cup to pass, as Jesus did, but it was not what 
needed to be done. Instead, God's people needed time to let the spirit work through 
them and turn their faces back towards God. It meant being content with submitting to 
a foreign power and turning back to the uncorrupted Law of Moses. This whole idea 
went against national pride and human instinct, but In time, Jeremiah knew that if the 
people did as God wanted, life would be restored, not in the same way of course, but 
better. 

"The difference between the dream of a false prophet and the vision of a true one is 
the evaluation of the content." Collins. Of course, we can wait for hindsight to let us 
know if we listened to and discerned the prophetic wisdom of our day correctly. Or we 
can examine the content, the truth in a message, by holding its authority next to God's 
message of love. 
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To make sure we really hear the messages that God wants us to hear, even the hard 
ones, the ones that catch us up short, we must prepare to receive it by repenting, 
praying and seeking God's face. Just like Mother Bonnie said last week, we need to 
take the sword to separate whatever sins, known and unknown, keep us from a face 
to face relationship with God and each other. 

For us today, revealing and discerning God's will in the message may mean listening to 
medical experts who want to protect the lives of all people. It may mean listening to 
people who have endured racism for centuries and accepting our own parts in their 
larger story. It will include reframing our thinking about health issues, homelessness, 
sexual identity, origin of birth, ethnicity, the environment, ways of worshipping, and 
incarceration. 

It will mean changing the way our society functions, changing policies so that we can 
stand as Christians and say our baptismal vows are being lived out and influence our 
beliefs; that we find Christ in all persons and that we work for justice and freedom for 
all. 

The collect today says that the church was built on prophets and apostles. We, all 
together, are the church, that community of believers who listen to the messages and 
take the good news of love out into the world. We are the prophets and apostles of 
our time. And, It is up to each one of us to listen for and discern God's truth in the 
content of what we hear and what we say so that no one will ever question who it is 
that we follow.  Amen 

The Apostles' Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day BCP p. 230 
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be 
joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy 
temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays BCP p. 98 
O God you make us glad in the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
The Spirit of God aids us in our weakness and teaches us to pray.  In the power of the 
Spirit let us offer prayers to God for the needs, concerns, and hopes of all the world. 
 

For churches in every place, for all of God’s beloved people across the world and for 
the unity of all. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Bonnie our priest, Diana our 
deacon, and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the world and its leaders, our nation and its people, and for all those who share 
God’s covenant of peace, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, 
Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all those in danger and need, the sick and the suffering, the strayed and the lost. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love, 
Especially Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, Debbie, 
Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, Brian, 
Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, 
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Joanne  and (Please add names on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep our 
loved ones in his hand.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

We support in prayer those who left messages on our Prayer Fence: For family, 
health, freedom, safety, world sanity, peace, justice, mercy, faith, forgiveness, and 
for hope.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the dying and the dead. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and 
one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who transforms our lives and makes us new. 
Hear our prayers which we offer in confidence and breathe upon us with your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us today and 
always.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 
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Planned Communications 
Week of June 28st    through July 4th    

 
June 28th 10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer  
 11:00 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour 
 11:20 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
July 1st  Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 
Monday through Friday Evenings 
 7 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421  
 or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 

 
Next Sunday, July 5th  

Please join us for Morning Prayer, Coffee Hour and Our Faith Discussion 
beginning at 10:30 via Zoom Meeting 

To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 
Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT
0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#  
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


