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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 
 

 
 

This picture is on a postcard found at a flea market in California. 
Found by a former Batavian and mailed to the office. 

Picture of the bulidng in 1900 
 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 4, 2020    Holy Eucharist  
From Reserve Sacrament 

 
Whether at home, or gathered at church, you are an important part of  

the St. James Community and we know that we are united in love. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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Masks and Social Distancing 

are required at all times 
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Prelude   'Processional' G. F. Handel 
 

The Word of God 
 

Please stand. 
Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and 
to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
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The First Reading   Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved 

my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and people of Judah, 
judge between me 

and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 

that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes? 
And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 

and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 

and it shall be trampled down. 
I will make it a waste; 

it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 
are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 
but heard a cry! 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 80:7-14   Qui regis Israel BPC p. 703 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 
it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
behold and tend this vine; * 
preserve what your right hand has planted. 

 

The Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born 
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 

to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 21:33-46 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally 
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 
his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon  Deacon Diana Leiker 
Please stand. 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
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 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Invitation to Prayer 
read by Deacon Diana 
 

In this time of uncertainty and change, we come before you Lord, with humble and 
open hearts. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Intercessor 
We pray for all Christians and those of other faith traditions who love God, that they 
may put their faith in a loving God above all else. 
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray for those in authority; Donald, our president, Mario, our governor, and the 
Batavia City council, that they may govern with hearts for the people they represent. 
Hear us Lord. 
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We pray for ourselves, that we may seek more energetically to walk with Jesus in 
establishing justice and peace on earth. 
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray for those who serve our country to preserve the unity and freedom we 
cherish. 
Especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.    
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray that we who are merely inconvenienced by the Covid 19 Virus pandemic, 
remember those whose lives are at stake. 
Hear us Lord. 
 

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable and those who are 
in need of healing. 
Especially, Tim, Matthew, Mother Bonnie, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, 
Carla, Venus, Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, 
Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, 
Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, Phyllis, Clare, Donna, Jenett and (Please add 
names on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Hear us Lord. 
 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or making their rent.  
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray for essential workers who have literally put their lives on the line so we can 
be safe. Continue to hold them in your hands. 
Hear us Lord.  
 

We pray for teachers who are working harder than ever to make learning a pleasant 
experience for all children, at home and in person.  
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray for those losing their financial security during quarantine. 
Hear us Lord. 
 

We pray for the 200 thousand people who have lost their lives to the virus without 
family at their side, and ask that you surround their families with a peace that only you 
can give.  
Hear us Lord. 
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As fear grips our country 
let us choose love. 
Hear us Lord. 
 

Deacon Diana 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other let us 
yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbor. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
whose arms of love embrace us all. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory   'Fugue in C Major' Felix Mendelssohn 
 

The offertory plates will not be passed through the congregation.   
They are placed at the sides and back of the nave. 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

The deacon reverently places the consecrated Sacrament on the Altar. 
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Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Please remain in your places.  A minister will bring Communion to you. 

 

Communion Hymns 
'O Come, and Dwell in Me'  
'Open My Eyes, That I May See'  
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   'Postlude in G Major' G. F. Handel 
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Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
   Scott Essig  10/11 
 

Thank You Note 
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Thank You Note 
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Prison Ministry 

By Diane S Cox, Parish Nurse 
Matthew 5 
Salt and Light13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall 
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people's feet.14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that[b] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.  
 

The inmates at the local county jail have been affected by COVID-19 in many ways, 
ways that are very similar or different to ours. We at the jail are still on lockdown: no 
one in, no one out, no visitation, this includes families, children, no lawyers, no 
pastoral care and sadly nothing for the inmates.  
 

I reached out to authority (Superintendent and Sheriff) to bring spirituality to the 
inmates. I researched and researched prison ministry and with my Kairos experience 
formed groups called “Reflections” where we discussed God’s seven gifts, and the 
Sunday gospel. I started early March and we continued until approximately July. I 
obtained bibles and The Daily Bread; both versions are in Spanish and English, New 
Testament pocket version and other resources for the inmates. I have reached out to 
churches to write notes of support. I have received over 150 notes of support and 
prayers to distribute, and approximately 75 crocheted prayer squares (thank you St 
James).  
 

My ministry of the present and future is what can we as St James, friends of St James 
and friends of friends provide to the inmates. Incarceration of human beings will 
forever be ongoing. These personal need items are items that the inmates need; they 
are not luxury items, but items unavailable to county inmates in their commissary. 
These personal need items do not need to be full size containers and maybe 
purchased at the Dollar Tree or other discount stores. Full size containers are 
acceptable; please note the contents will be distributed in medicine cups per individual. 
If unable to shop, please contact me if you would like to make a monetary donation. 
 

Inmates at the jail still do not have visitation by their families nor other services; so I 
am continuing to minister in the presence daily to their requests of spiritual needs and 
support as they arise individually.  
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These items can be dropped off at the church in a box in the back or contact me and I 
will pick up 585-748-6334. Thank you  
 

These personal need items are available at the Dollar Tree or any store – Items are 
requested for male inmates at Gen County Jail: 
 

Cheater Readers   (glasses 1.0, 1.25, 1.50, 1.75 2.0, 2.25, 2.50, 2.75, 3.00   several 
pairs of each strength please 
 

   Deodorant for men 
 

 *Grease for dark skin /hair 
 

 *Vaseline 
 

 *Shampoo/ conditioner  
 

   Breathe Right strips 
 

   Sugar free cough drops 
 

 *Body lotion ex: Eucerin, Cerave  
 

   Toe and finger nail clippers 
 

   Poly grip for dentures 
 

   Dental Floss 
 

* Large containers/ tubes are acceptable; I will dispense into medicine cups for 

   management. Inmates are issued: toothbrush, toothpaste and basic soap.  
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Planned Communications 

 

Week of October 4th  -- through October 10th   
 

Oct 4th   Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist from Reserve Sacrament will be in the church 
 and on Zoom. 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
10:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class will meet on Zoom 

 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

Oct 7th   
12:00 p.m. Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Tuesday and Thursday Evenings 
 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624 
 

Oct 11th   Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist from Reserve Sacrament inside the church 
 and Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
10:30 a.m.    Our Faith Discussion Class will meet on Zoom 

 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

Oct 14th   
12:00 p.m. Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

10:00 a.m. Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs
 TVBCQT0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
 To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938# 
  
  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs%09TVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs%09TVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for  
online worship opportunities 

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 

rector.stjames@outlook.com 
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

 
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 

Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 
 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


