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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 
 

 

 
 

This picture is on a postcard found at a flea market in California. 
Picture of the bulidng in 1900 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 27, 2020    Holy Eucharist  
From Reserve Sacrament 

 
Whether at home, or gathered at church, you are an important part of  

the St. James Community and we know that we are united in love. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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Masks and Social Distancing 

are required at all times 
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Prelude   'Aria in F Major' G.F. Handel 
 

The Word of God 
 

Please stand. 
Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us 
the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 
partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
The First Reading   Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 
test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
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against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go 
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 
so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16   Attendite, popule BPC p. 694 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 
and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 

The Second Reading Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of 
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
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who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 21:23-32 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
am doing these things. 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
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mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon  Deacon Diana Leiker 
Please stand. 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
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The Prayers of the People 
Presider  
As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made flesh, let us 
offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time. 
 

Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, and all bishops, for the priests, 
deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place. We pray today 
especially for peace and reconciliation in the world. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, and for those who seek 
and guard the peace, 
Especially  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.   Be with us, Lord. 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for 
those in prison. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For friends, family and all those we love, 
Especially, Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, 
Venus, Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, 
Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, Phyllis, Clare Donna, Jenett and (Please add names 
on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Be with us, Lord. 
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer to you. Help us to see the true 
light who shines throughout the world and who is God for all eternity. Glory to you for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
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A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Presider stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory   'Fugue in D minor' J.S. Bach 
 

The offertory plates will not be passed through the congregation.   
They are placed at the side and back of the nave. 

 
Please stand. 

 

The deacon reverently places the consecrated Sacrament on the Altar. 
 

Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Please remain in your places.  A minister will bring Communion to you. 

 

Communion Hymns 
'Come, My Soul, Thou Must Be Waking’  
,'Jesus, My Strength, My Hope'  
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   'Trumpet Tune in D Major' Henry Purcell 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
   Judy O’Neill  9/28,   Joan Ellison  10/3 
 

 
 

Sunday September 27th we will have an OUTDOOR IN-PERSON Services, at 9:30 am.  
The service is limited to 50 people.  Please wear your mask and bring a chair to sit on.  To 
register and save your seat, please go to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service.  If you cannot register 
online, please call the office to reserve your place.  We will also ZOOM this service.  See 
below for the zoom information. 
 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
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Planned Communications 
Week of September 27th  -- through October 4th   

 

Sept 27th   Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist from Reserve Sacrament will be outside and  
 on Zoom. 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
10:30 a.m.    The Our Faith Discussion group will not be meeting on the 27th.   
 

Sept. 30th  
12:00 p.m. Bible Discussion Group 

 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Tuesday and Thursday Evenings 
 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624 
 

October 4th   Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service 
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist from Reserve Sacrament outside and Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
10:30 a.m.    Our Faith Discussion Class will meet on Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
10:00 a.m. Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs
 TVBCQT0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
 To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938# 
  

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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Masks and Social Distancing 
are required at all times 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for  
online worship opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


