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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 23, 2020    Holy Eucharist from  
Reserve Sacrament 

 
Whether at home, or gathered outside, you are an important part of the  

St. James Community and we know that we are united in love. 
 

If you are present at our outdoor service, please wear  
your mask at all times and maintain a distance of  

six feet from anyone not in your household. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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Prelude   'Schmucke Dich, O Liebe Seele' J.S. Bach 
 

The Word of God 
 

Please stand. 
Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, 
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
The First Reading   Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his 
people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than 
we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event 
of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore 
they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built 
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supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to 
dread the Israelites. The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the 
Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in 
every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on 
them. 
 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, 
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall 
live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the 
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 
them.” So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became 
very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.” 
 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The 
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she 
hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus 
basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and 
placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, 
to see what would happen to him. 
 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her 
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent 
her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and 
she took pity on him, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then 
his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” 
So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the 
woman took the child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, 
“because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 124   Nisi quia Dominus BPC p. 781 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 let Israel now say; 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 when enemies rose up against us; 
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3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
 and the torrent gone over us; 
5 Then would the raging waters * 
 have gone right over us. 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * 
 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

The Second Reading Romans 12:1-8 
 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have 
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; 
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

Please stand. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 16:13-20 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

 When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
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heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he 
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon  Deacon Diana Leiker 
 

Peter had just confessed to his teacher and friend Jesus, that he believed Jesus was 
the son of the living God, the Messiah. Jesus must have been thrilled beyond belief 
because finally, Peter got that part right! We know Peter was not always the best at 
understanding the parables, he struggled with finding the right thing to do, and he 
said some pretty questionable things to Jesus. But Jesus responded, "you are Peter", 
which means rock. He was talking about Peter's character, that it was solid and his 
faith in God was built on a foundation that couldn't be destroyed. 

This is good news for all of us who also struggle with what to believe and question 
why God's answers aren't obvious. It tells us that as flawed as we are, like Peter, our 
faith can be seen by God as strong, solid, and enough. We like Peter can be used by 
God to further the Kingdom. 

And then Jesus said, "I will build my church on this rock," this foundation of belief that 
Peter confessed. Even today we talk about the church in terms of buildings with 
stained glass windows and pews filled with parishioners and clergy celebrating the 
eucharist every Sunday. A building is only a metaphor, a way of talking about a hard 
concept by using a concrete picture. When Jesus told Peter he was building his church 
on this rock, He used the Greek word ekklesia. "Ek" meaning from one to another and 
"kaleo" meaning to call. It meant "an assembly of people called from the world to 
God." It is the body of Christ that Paul speaks about. 

After Jesus died, Peter preached and Baptized, taught and lead groups of followers of 
the Way, to grow in number and spirit. The apostles worked together to unify the 
community of believers to act with love, show forgiveness and grace, and teach, pray, 
and heal in the name of Jesus. They didn't meet in stone buildings with fancy windows 
called churches. Their faith community WAS the Church. And we, the people of God, 
are the church today in the world. 

Paul said to the Romans that we together, are the parts of the one body in Christ. 
Think of the church as a puzzle that has a place for each piece. All the pieces are the 
same size, none is bigger or needed more than another. They are all needed equally to 
complete the picture. That is what an assembly of Christians with a purpose, looks 
like; a complete picture. Our purpose is to bring the love of God to all people in this 
time and in this place to heal a broken world, using the gifts we have been given. It is 
up to each one of us to listen to the Spirit as we are called to be part of the puzzle. 
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Please stand. 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Presider  
As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made flesh, let us 
offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time. 
 

Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, and all bishops, for the priests, 
deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Be with us, Lord. 
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For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place. We pray today 
especially for peace and reconciliation in the world. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, and for those who seek 
and guard the peace, 
Especially  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.   Be with us, Lord. 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for 
those in prison. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For friends, family and all those we love, 
Especially, Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, 
Venus, Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, 
Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, Phyllis and (Please add names on your personal prayer 
list here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Be with us, Lord. 
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer to you. Help us to see the true 
light who shines throughout the world and who is God for all eternity. Glory to you for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Presider stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

Please stand. 
 

The deacon reverently places the consecrated Sacrament on the Altar. 
 

Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Please remain in your places.  A minister will bring Communion to you. 

 
Communion Hymns 
Fairest Lord Jesus  
Dear Lord and Savior of Mankind  
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Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   'Grand Chorus in B flat' Theodoré Dubois 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
   Bill Coughlin  8/23,   Dorian Ely  8/23,   Rich Geitner  8/28 
 

 
For the month of August, we will try OUTDOOR IN-PERSON Services, at 9:30 am and 
10:30 am.  These services are limited to 25 people.  Please wear your mask and bring a 
chair or blanket to sit on the ground.  To register and save your seat, please go to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service.  If you cannot register 
online, please call the office to reserve your place.  We will also ZOOM these services. 
 

Vacation 
Mother Bonnie is on vacation from August 14th through the 24th.  Deacon Diana will be on-
call for pastoral emergencies during this period.  Please call Barb King in the church office 
(585-343-6802) with any pastoral emergencies that come up.   
 

School Supplies 
Once again the Saint James community will be collecting school supplies this month.  We 
have been doing this for many years.  Items collected will be given to families who are 
unable to afford to buy the supplies needed for their children.  All the usual things are 
requested: backpacks, pens, pencils, loose leaf paper, notebooks, erasers, glue, scissors, 
crayons, etc.  There will be a collection box at the back of the church.  Just pick something 
up while out shopping and bring it in.  There are many sales at area stores during the month 
of August.  Let’s continue this outreach project for our community. 
 

Batavia Schools 
will be returning to classes a little later this year.  So we will continue to collect school 
supplies through the first two weeks of September.  Some families are more in need than 
ever. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
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Planned Communications 
Week of August 23rd -- through August 29th  

 

August 23  Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 The 9:30 service is available on Zoom:  
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

Tuesday and Thursday Evenings 

 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624 
 

August 30 Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 The 9:30 service is available on Zoom:   
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

August 30 Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs
 TVBCQT0.  
 If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
 To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 
 127336938#   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs%09TVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURs%09TVBCQT0
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Masks and Social Distancing 
are required at all times 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for  
online worship opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


