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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 
 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 9, 2020    Holy Eucharist 
 

Whether at home, or gathered outside, you are an important part of the St. 
James Community and we know that we are united in love. 

 
If you are present at our outdoor service,  

please wear your mask at all times and maintain a distance of six 
feet from anyone not in your household. 

 
”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Word of God 
 

Please stand. 
Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Glory to God 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are 
right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according 
to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Please be seated. 
The First Reading   Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
 Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of 
Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob. 
 Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; 
he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made 
him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved 
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him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to 
him.  Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And 
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? 
Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go 
now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to 
me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 
 He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man 
asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, 
please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, 
for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, 
and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came 
near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes 
this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then 
we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their 
hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he 
might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph 
came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that 
he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there 
was no water in it. 
 Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way 
to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we 
kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his 
brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, 
lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 
silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b   Confitemini Domino BPC p. 738 

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his Name; * 
make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, * 
and speak of all his marvelous works. 

3 Glory in his holy Name; * 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; * 
continually seek his face. 

5 Remember the marvels he has done, * 
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth, 
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6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, * 
O children of Jacob his chosen. 

16 Then he called for a famine in the land * 
and destroyed the supply of bread. 

17 He sent a man before them, * 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

18 They bruised his feet in fetters; * 
his neck they put in an iron collar. 

19 Until his prediction came to pass, * 
the word of the LORD tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him; * 
the ruler of the peoples set him free. 

21 He set him as a master over his household, 
as a ruler over all his possessions, 

22 To instruct his princes according to his will 
and to teach his elders wisdom. 

45 Hallelujah! 
 

The Second Reading Romans 10:5-15 
 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 
person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes 
from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to 
bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). But what does it say? 
  “The word is near you, 
   on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the 
mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 
 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are 
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   

 

Please stand. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew (14: 22-33) 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
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 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by 
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It 
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon  Mother Bonnie Morris 
Stay in the Boat 

What is the craziest thing that you can do if you are in a boat, in a storm at sea?  Well, 
you can purposefully get out of the boat.  I mean, really.  What was Peter thinking?  
Did he feel that he had to do something outrageous to prove his faith?  Or was he still 
doubtful that it was Jesus on the water?   
 

Why did Jesus tell Peter to leave the boat?  What did Peter learn?  Peter was a 
fisherman—he knew his craft and trade.  He knew boats, the sea and the bad weather 
that could make things dangerous.  He knew all about that.  Getting out of the boat 
was all about what he needed to learn about being a disciple, being a follower of 
Jesus.  What did Peter learn? 
 

First.  Focus.  Yes, indeed, it is Jesus.  Focus on Jesus.  Second. Stay in the boat!   
 

We build stone cathedrals to represent the church, but Jesus gave us a boat.  What 
can a boat tell us about our church?  
 

Safety—in a storm at sea, the best place to be is IN the boat, precarious yes, but the 
boat is the best place of safety and protection from the waves.  Our church is meant to 
be a place of safety, protection, and security during our storms, whatever they may 
be. 
 

Movement—a boat is a method of transportation.  A boat is meant to go from point A 
to point B.  The church is not meant to be stagnant or too securely rooted into one 
spot.  It is meant to move, change, and to take us with it. 
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Action—a boat allows the fishermen to do their job, it takes people to the place they 
need to be.  A boat is made to contain people, and the value is not in the boat itself, 
but what people can do by, through and with the boat.  Our church is a vehicle for our 
action, and that must be the focus of the church—with God, what can we do, how can 
we change, how can we reach out to the world?   
 

Chaos—any biblical story about crossing water has a special meaning beyond the 
obvious.  Water is a symbol of chaos.  In creation God tamed it, Jesus calmed it and 
walked on it, the Israelites walked through it to safety and their destiny as a people.  
We know all about chaos, uncertainty, and instability.  We are living it right now.  A 
boat floats on chaos.  It maintains its equilibrium on the turmoil underneath.  Our 
church stays above, and though tossed about, it keeps us united, safe and able to 
keep moving forward.   
 

Stay in the boat!  Focus on Jesus and steer the boat toward him.  Together we can 
travel and work together we can weather any storm we encounter. Thanks be to God!  
Amen. 

Please stand. 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
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Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Presider  
As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made flesh, let us 
offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time. 
 

Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, and all bishops, for the priests, 
deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place. We pray today 
especially for those families affected by COVID-19. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, and for those who seek 
and guard the peace, 
Especially  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.   Be with us, Lord. 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, and for 
those in prison. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Be with us, Lord. 
For friends, family and all those we love, 
Especially, Carolyn, Matt, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, 
Venus, Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, 
Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, David, Phyllis and (Please add names on your personal 
prayer list here.) May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Be with us, Lord. 
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer to you. Help us to see the true 
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light who shines throughout the world and who is God for all eternity. Glory to you for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider alone stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p. 367 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  For you 
are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 



9 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me."  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim in resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious God, to 
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons 
and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
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Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
Please remain in your places.  A minister will bring Communion to you. 

 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Kevin Kretshmer  8/9 and Anne Iannello  8/10    

 
For the month of August, we will try OUTDOOR IN-PERSON Services, at 9:30 am 
and 10:30 am.  These services are limited to 25 people.  Please wear your mask and 
bring a chair or blanket to sit on the ground.  To register and save your seat, please 
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go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service.  If you cannot 
register online, please call the office to reserve your place.  We will also ZOOM these 
services. 
 

Back to School Sales have started!  Please start collecting school supplies for our 
annual collection! 
 

Conversations with Bishop Sean on August 16 
On August 16 at 1 pm, everyone in the partnership dioceses is invited to online 
conversations with Bishop Sean. Join by video or phone to hear updates from across 
our partnership and ask questions.  Join the conversation via Zoom using this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/95186212034 or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 
95186212034#. 
 

Planned Communications 
Week of August 9th -- through August 16th 

 

August 9  Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

August 12 12:00 Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Tuesday and Thursday Evenings 
 7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624 
 

August 16 Reservations required 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot 
 10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist in the East Parking Lot  
 11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT
0. If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


