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A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 

April 5, 2020 
 

You are an important part of the St. James Community.   
Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance, we 

know that we are united in love.  
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Liturgy of The Palms 
 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 
may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby 
you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 21:1-11 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to 
them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he 
will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 

 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 

 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is 
this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee." 
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Please hold your palm, or a sprig, branch or leaf up. 
 

Blessing of the Palms 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you 
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he 
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King 
of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along 
his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that 
we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow 
him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Word of God 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80 
Lord, open our lips. 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Venite BCP p. 82 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;* 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving* 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God* 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,* 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,* 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,* 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God. 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.* 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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The First Reading   Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The Lord GOD has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 
wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 31:9-16  In te, Domine, speravi BCP pg 623 
9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
 my strength fails me because of affliction, 
 and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my 
neighbors,a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
 they put their heads together against me; 
 they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 
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Invitation into Holy Week 

In his Letter to the people of Philippi, St. Paul says 
 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God  as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness.” Philippians 2:5-8 

 

Jesus didn’t become human for his own glory, but rather to empty himself 
and take on humanity—in all of it’s messiness and brokenness.  Jesus 
became human and walked the road to his cross so that he could walk with 
us in what ever we face.   

 

Holy Week is a path that we are called to walk.  Jesus wants to walk with 
you, beside you, sometimes tugging you along, and when necessary, 
carrying you.  We undertake our walk into Holy Week at a time when we 
feel isolated, out of control and alone.  But we, most certainly, are not 
alone.  What ever our walk, God is with us.  Let us together walk forward 
into Holy Week, blessed with the presence of God among us and our 
prayers and concern for each other. 

 

  



8 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew Matthew 27:11-54 
 Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused 
by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, 
“Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” But he 
gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 
 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner 
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a 
notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was 
out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream 
about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 
ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to 
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they 
said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus 
who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then 
he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 
 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the 
people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So 
he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 
over to be crucified. 
 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns 
into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and 
knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They 
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking 
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 
they led him away to crucify him. 
 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; 
they compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 
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called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to 
drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And 
when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 
casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his 
head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King 
of the Jews.” 
 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on 
his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the 
same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe 
in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he 
said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 
 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let 
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a 
loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs 
and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion 
and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this 
man was God’s Son!” 

 
Please observe a moment of silence. 
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The Baptismal Covenant BCP pg 304 
 

Our Baptismal Covenant is our call to action as Christians.  The first part 
describes very briefly our belief in the One, Holy and Undividied Trininty.  
The questions and answers that follow are our pledge in how we will live 
out our Christian faith.  As you reaffirm these promises think about how—
especially now, as our circumstances are confined—you can live into the 
promises that you make here. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 



11 
 

The Prayers 
 BCP p. 97 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you 
sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also 
share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Let us offer prayers to God who sent his Son into the world. 
 

For the church throughout the world. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who minister in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who share God’s covenant of peace, especially Eric, David, Paul, 
Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor.   
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who are oppressed, afflicted, or in need. 
Especially Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, Debbie, 
Paul, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, 
Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne  and (Please add names on your personal 
prayer list here.)May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the dying and the dead. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For our families, friends, and companions, and for all those we love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Blessed are you, God of Abraham’s family through out the world.  Hear our 
prayers for all those in need in every place and bless us as we come to 
your altar;through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made.  
 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory.  
 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly 
thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but 
in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before 
you in holiness and righteousness all our days;through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Solemn Prayer 
We pray to the Lord.   
 

Look mercifully on me and your whole family, Almighty God, that by your 
great goodness we may be goverened and preserved evermore; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Dismissal  BCP pg. 102 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 

 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
We pray God's blessing be with you on your special day and 

every day.    Missi Smith  4/11 
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Holy Week Opportunities 

St. James 
April 5, 10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Morning Prayer 

This service will be presented on Facebook. 
 

April 5, 11:00 a.m. “Our Faith” Discussion Group 
This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
To join go to https://zoom.us/j/116075920 
or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 116 075 920 

 

April 8, Noon Bible Discussion Group 
This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 

 

April 12, 10:30 a.m.  Easter Sunday Morning Prayer 
This service will be presented on Facebook. 

 

We will be posting Stations of the Cross meditations written by 
Deacon Diana Leiker to our Website and Facebook Page during Holy 
Week. 
 

Genesee Deanery 
April 6, 7 p.m. Evening Prayer  
April 7, 7 p.m. Evening Prayer 

All Deanery services will be held using Zoom Meeting. 
To join these services go to 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865 
Or join by phone: +1 (929) 205-6099 and use code: 725 956 865 

 

Diocese of Western New York and Diocese of Northwest PA 
April 5, 10 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship  
April 8, 7 p.m. Tenebrae 
April 9, 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship 
April 10, 7 p.m. Good Friday Worship 
April 11, 10 a.m. Holy Saturday Worship  
April 12, 10 a.m.  Easter Worship 

All Diocesan services will be held using Zoom Meeting.   
To join in these services go to: https://zoom.us/j/127336938 
or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 127 336 938  

https://zoom.us/j/116075920
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


