
This groundhog is celeb 
rating the  
Feast of the Presentation  
by doing his best  
pillar candle imitation. 
 
 

 

A Message from Mother Bonnie 

+  

Please note: clicking on this link will take you to our Website Calendar where you can click on meetings for Zoom 

links. https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=saintjamesbatavia@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York 
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                   February 2nd: Groundhogs,  
                                                          Candles and the Light of the World 

 
         

              This groundhog is celebrating the  
          Feast of the Presentation  
          by doing his best  
          pillar candle imitation. 
 
 
  

      Dear Friends,  
 

           Feb. 2nd is the Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord.   
According to Jewish custom and law, Jesus was presented in the Temple when he 
was 40 days old.  Luke says “And when the time came for their purification according to 
the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.” (2:22)  
It is celebrated on Feb. 2nd because it is 40 days after Dec. 25th.  This day later came 
to be known as “Candlemas”.  And, of course, on Feb. 2nd the fate of Spring hangs in 
the balance as a groundhog peers out of his den.   

 
 
 

The St. James Newsletter 
  Don’t forget to look for our next issue on MARCH 1st!   

 

 ASHES TO GO 

will be offered on Ash Wednesday 

2/17 from 11am-1pm in the East 

parking lot.  Please drive in and follow 

the signs.  Please wear a mask. 

There will also be a 7:00 pm Ash 
Wednesday Zoom Worship Service 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=saintjamesbatavia@gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York


 
 
 
 
How did we get from the infant Jesus in the Temple to candles to groundhogs?  Like so 
many other secular customs, our Groundhog Day tradition has ancient pagan as well as 
Christian origins, and the connection is all about Light.  Feb. 2nd is the middle of winter, 
halfway between the winter solstice and the spring equinox, the shortest and longest 
days of the year.  From ancient times people have observed, recorded, and celebrated 
the changing of the seasons, seeking and celebrating light in the middle of a dark winter 
(think of winter before electric light and central heat!)  Christians and pagans both knew 
the importance of light and the hope we receive in looking forward to Spring.  In the 
ancient world when Christianity was spreading to pagans in Europe, Christians said 
“Jesus is our light!” and non-Christians could come to understand Jesus through their 
own need and gratefulness for light.   Each made sense of their need for God through 
the changing seasons.   

 

Encouraged perhaps by the concurrence of the second of February being both 40 days 
after Christmas and the midpoint of winter, the Feast of the Presentation was brought 
into focus by candles—their light, their warmth and their value for lighting our paths in 
the darkness.  On this day candles to be used for the rest of the year were brought to 
the church and blessed and candle-filled processions lit the community.  Thus, the Feast 
of the Presentation became known as Candlemas. It then became linked to predictions 
about the end of winter as illustrated in this traditional English poem: 

“If Candlemas be fair and bright, Come winter, have another flight. 
If Candlemas bring clouds and rain, Go winter, and come not again.” 

Which sounds a great deal like:  
If a groundhog sees his shadow on Feb. 2nd it will retreat to its den and winter will persist  

for six more weeks, but if it does not see its shadow, spring will arrive early. 
 
In the season of Epiphany, we share stories about how the light of the world—Jesus—
became known to the world: through the Wise Men, the Presentation of Jesus, his 
Baptism and first miracle.  Epiphany is about Christ’s light shining in the darkness, and 
how it shines for the whole world.   Epiphany is also about our light, the light we shine 
out, the light we share, and the light we seek.   
 
May this season bring you light. 
May your light shine to guide me! 
 
                   In the love and light of Christ, 

                   Mother Bonnie+           

          rector.stjames@outlook.com  

        

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Groundhog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(season)
mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com


 

 

 

                                                                                         
 

                  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
               
 
 
                  
     2021 has begun, and with it we are experiencing both hope and  
                                                                  fear as we live in these unsettling times.  We have witnessed civil        
                                                                  unrest, political upheaval, churches struggling, children suffering  
                                                                  from depression and educational challenges, increases in abuse  
                                                                  and addiction, and too many deaths.   
 
                                                                 We also have heard voices that had been silenced, increased  
                                                                 voting  accessibility, started  difficult conversations, learned new 
ways of doing things, acknowledged new priorities, found ways to reach out to, and have access to 
a vaccine that will save lives.   
  
We are, all of us, on a journey that is taking us through unknown places and into the future. What 
we need to remember is that God incarnate is here with us, and dwelling in us. Our task is to 
recognize the indwelling spirit and be assured that we are not alone or separated from the love of 
God.  
 
" We're all walking together as we journey home." Ram Dass  is quoted.   And, while we will not 
always be on the same path, and sometimes the roads will  criss-cross  or move apart,  in the end, 
all our paths will come together.  
  
We can embrace and learn from each other as we walk our paths through the pain, anger, and 
disease, of the current America.  We can listen to our brothers and sisters who are feeling isolated, 
feeling disenfranchised, and are struggling to survive.   We can embrace the light we find in 
ourselves that comes from a loving God and believe that love will overcome the darkness. Or we 
can look away because we don't trust the Spirit in us. Either way, the world will move forwards and 
change will happen and we will be part of the history of Christianity.  How we respond as a church 
will never be forgotten.  
  
Jesus knew that following him required courage and humility because it meant and still means 
changing from one belief system to another, or one way of acting to another.   It means putting the 
love of God and neighbors ahead of all else. Bishop Michael Curry says that the opposite of love is 
not hate, but selfishness. So as we venture into the new year, pray that the Holy Spirit touches each 
of us and pushes us along on our path with more love and less self.  Find a friend to walk along and 
embrace the time together as you journey forwards. Encourage and support each other, love each 
other and most importantly, invite others you meet along the way, the ones you would rather pass 
by, to join you in your walk.  
  

Deacon Diana                                                                                   dllart@aol.com  

Diakonia Musings  

Walking Together                                 

mailto:dllart@aol.com


The St. James Altar Guild  

 

The Complete Training Course For Altar Guilds was donated to St. James by the Rev. Kim 

Rossi. It is available for loan to anyone who wishes to read, and is the source that is used 

when questions arise and I used it to compile this report. 

“The general duties of the altar guild are to prepare all things necessary for the celebration of 

the Eucharist or any of the other sacraments and offices of the church. The preparations are 

done in a manner so that any service may be conducted in decency, order and beauty of the 

worship of Almighty God and his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” On occasion when the Rev. Jerry 

True visited St. James and any of the altar guild members were at work, he would say “Going 

about the Lord’s work”. 

The guide has many sections that go into great detail: 

• history 

• church building 

• sanctuary furniture 

• holy hardware 

• Yahweh’s yard goods 

• vestments 

• Christian year 

• services of the church 

• sacristy 

Did you know? – There is a candle burning in the Sanctuary Lamp ONLY if there are blessed 

elements in the Tabernacle. 

Currently the Altar Guild at St. James consists of Deborah Barone, Kathy Belluscio, JoAnne 

Bestine, Bill Coughlin, Joanne Fleming, Jolene Folger, Anne Iannello, Donna Kauffman, Carol 

Queal, Mary Pat Roblee, and Bette Rung. New members are always welcome. 

Contact Kathy Belluscio, 585-734-2337, larrykathybelluscio@yahoo.com or Mother Bonnie for 

more information. 

 

REPORTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

dsely167@gmail.com  
 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 
Due to Covid restrictions, the February Cherry Pie Sale is postponed until 2022. 
 
Thank you to all who purchased bags of pierogis!   
We are so grateful for your support! 
 
Thank you, 

Dorian and Missi 
  
  
 

 

mailto:larrykathybelluscio@yahoo.com
mailto:dsely167@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE WARDENS – FEBRUARY 2021 
 The Vestry has had a productive past couple of months.  We have passed a budget for the next 

year.  We are also investigating a request from Batavia Middle School to use our property as an 

emergency evacuation route.  This issue will return to the Vestry for a vote soon.   

Please note our Annual Meeting has been moved to 2/14/21 following our Sunday Service.  The 

nomination/voting changes for this year to accommodate the COVID restrictions have been sent 

out via email and mail for those who prefer it that way.  If there are any questions, please feel free 

to contact either one of us. Anyone who is considering running for the Vestry, please let us know 

if we can answer any questions for you.  

As you are aware, Bishop Rowe continues to prohibit in person gatherings.  Please remember 

our building is closed to all but employees and property inspectors.  

  Be safe, be well and God Bless, 

 

Judy Essig ,  Warden 

Jim Neider, Warden 

 
jmaneider@outlook.com  
 
 
 

 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE                                                               
February/2021 
  
The most recent activity of this group was making recommendations regarding keeping our 
property “COVID” friendly to keep our parishioners and employees safe and well.  As per the 
direction of the Bishop, we highly encourage all individuals to be mindful of the fact that our 
building is closed for all purposes except employees and volunteers who check the property 
for issues. 
 
We are also making a recommendation for the Vestry regarding the Batavia Middle School’s 
request to use our property for an emergency evacuation plan.  That should be done in the 
very near future. 
 
Lastly, our next project is updating our own emergency evacuation procedures and pathways. 
 
As always, any safety or security concerns, please let us know. 
 

Judy Essig,  jessig@gvboces.org  
Safety Committee 
 

We also encourage all to join us 
for Sunday Service on Zoom. 

Even though we cannot enjoy our 
service in our beautiful building, we 
can still come together for worship 
as a community until we can once 

again be together in person. 
 

mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org


 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Business           February, 2021 

• A book study, via Zoom, will be held discussing Wonder to begin January 16th at 11:00. 

• Fundraiser:  All Chicken BBQ tickets including the 2nd batch of 100 have been sold. The ECW 

made a profit of $800 through this effort. 

• Thrift Store will remain closed at this time, due to the pandemic.  Continuing in our outreach 

efforts, two different families who had house fires were assisted by donating needed items from 

the Thrift Store.  Warm winter clothing was gathered and taken to the Baptist church warming 

center. The Thrift Shop Committee continues to offer aid to GRF clients as identified. 

• New gloves, scarves, hats and mittens were distributed to those in need by Jo-Ann. 

• Fish Fries: After much Discussion at the Zoom meeting of 1/4/21, it was decided that ECW will 

not organize a Fish Fry Event this year.  We are looking into possible partnering with local 

restaurants to help both them and us using a “Dining to Donate” model.  

Next meeting is Feb. 2, 2021, 6:00 via Zoom.                                                  mcguire1@2ki.net  

 

Fish Fry 2021 Update 

A Zoom meeting was held on Monday, January 4th with approximately 15 parishioners in attendance. 

There was much discussion about the COVID-19 pandemic situation resulting in the diocesan wide 

suspension of in-person church services and most other meetings and services involving 

parishioners and the general public. Ideas were discussed concerning the implementation of Fish 

Fry dinners that would present the safest and most 

efficient way of running the events if the diocesan 

status were to change at some point during Lent.  

However, after much consideration, it was decided to 

not hold Fish Fry dinners in 2021. We look forward to 

a successful year in 2022. However, at that time, more 

volunteers willing to hold leadership positions will be 

needed.  

Other fundraising ideas are being currently discussed 

including the potential of partnering with local restaurants in a “Dining to Donate” type of 

arrangement. Some ECW Board members are working to investigate this possibility and would 

welcome any help and/or suggestions from members of the congregation.  

Please contact either Joan Ellison at 585-356-7365 or Cathy or Wayne Judkins at: 585-356-5290 

or 585-356-1480.    jgellison80@gmail.com       wjudkins001@rochester.rr.com  

 

ST. JAMES ECW HIGHLIGHTS 

     of January 5th  Meeting (via Zoom)  
 

  

mailto:mcguire1@2ki.net
mailto:jgellison80@gmail.com
mailto:wjudkins001@rochester.rr.com


  

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
2/2021 

  
The Property Committee will soon be contacting contractors and  
soliciting bids for work to be performed on the church in 2021, as  
outlined in the St. James 12-Year Capital Improvement and Major  
Maintenance Plan, which was approved by the Vestry in  
December, 2020. 
 
That work consists of: 

1) Masonry repairs 

•  Filling voids in the cast stone immediately below the  
 shed roof gutters on both the east and west sides of 
 the church 

•  Repair and repointing of the west exterior wall area  
 at the location of interior repairs which were completed  
 in 2020 

•  Repair and repointing of sections of the southwest exterior of the church 
2) Construction of a shed roof above the Parish hall kitchen and Guild room  
3) Permanent installation of electric heating units in the offices of the Rector, Parish 

Administrator, Rupprecht  Fund Administrator and Bookkeeper   
 
There is a significant Bricks and Mortar carry-over balance from 2020, due to very favorable 
competitive bidding of last year’s projects.   Additional funds are needed due to the expense 
associated with the shed roof project.  You will be receiving a mailing with further details later this 
month. 
 
We are truly grateful to everyone who has so generously supported Bricks and Mortar.  Your 
donations enable St. James to move forward with capital improvement and major maintenance 
work which would not otherwise have been possible. 
 
Your contributions ARE making a difference!   We ARE making progress toward our goal of 
achieving a ‘State of Good Repair’ at St. James!!!  
 
Please contact a member of the Property Committee with any question which you may have 
regarding the St. James 12-Year Capital Improvement and Major Maintenance Plan.    
 
 

Dave Lange 
Property Committee Chair  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
dlange001@rochester.rr.com  

 
 
 
 

mailto:dlange001@rochester.rr.com


  

  Due to necessary spacing,  please look for this month’s “Vestry Highlights” on the 2nd last 
page of this Newsletter. 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
                                        Click on the marker to take you there. 

EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  “Our Gathering Place” 
  

A Two-Day Community-Wide Interactive Event  
Centering on Flag Day, June 13-14, 2021 

 
    The purpose of  “Our Gathering Place” will be to honor our 
    nation’s Military, Law Enforcement, Fire Fighters, Health Care  
    Workers, First Responders and, in turn, honor their families. 
 
    By finding individual patrons to purchase American Flags in 
    honor of a family member or a friend, our group will be able to 
    create and display  a “wave” of red, white, and blue which will  
    help to grace us while celebrating our Flag Day Events and  
    Activities with our Community Friends at St. James. 
 
During our first discussion we will begin to create events, cultivated and supported by 
our committee to celebrate these two days.  
 
We value this ministry as a yearly event and our intent is to promote a feeling of 
mutualism and support among our communities. 
 
We are looking forward to planning and to June13th and 14th when we can all enjoy our 
Community Flag Day Gathering together.  
 
Thanks, 
Phyllis and Flag Day Committee 
pjdraycott@gmail.com  

February Book Study 

Terry McGuire will lead a February book study on  
Andy Andrew’s book, “The Noticer”, available on 
Amazon.   
The dates of February 20th or 27th are being 
considered.   
Please let Terry know which date works best for you. 
 

mcguire1@2ki.net 

mailto:pjdraycott@gmail.com
mailto:mcguire1@2ki.net


 
OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
 
SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

We continue to work from home, creating shawls, lap throws, baby 
blankets and prayer squares, as well as praying for those who have or will 
receive the work of our hands.  
 
Please consider requesting an article from the ministry for a "neighbor" 
during the long winter months. A warm gift of love can make a world of 
difference in someone's life. New stitchers are always welcome, or anyone 
who would like to learn!   
 
For information about any aspect of the ministry, please contact 
Missi Smith, 343-3416.  missi.smith17@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

PRISON MINISTRY NEEDS    
Genesee County Jail  
 
Cheater Readers (glasses 1.0-
3.0}  
Deodorant for men  
Grease for dark skin /hair  
Vaseline  
Shampoo/ conditioner  
Breathe Right strips  
Sugar free cough drops  
Body lotion ex: Eucerin, Cerave    
Toe and finger nail clippers  
Poly grip for dentures  
Dental Floss  
 
Large containers/tubes are 
acceptable.  

Thank You.    Diane Cox  
1dianesbcox@gmail.com  

MIGRANT MINISTRY NEEDS   
  
 
Socks (must cover the ankle  
Ball Caps (new or clean used) 
Toothpaste  
Toothbrush  
T-shirt ( large or XL, short sleeve) 
Disposable Razors  
Shaving cream  
Shampoo  
Toilet Paper  
Paper Towels  
Towels (terry)  
 

Thank you, Deacon Dianna 

dllart@aol.com 

  

 
 

 
 

 "Please hold onto your donations for now, as we cannot accept them due to the 

covid-19 pandemic.      As soon as we can open the building we will let you know. 

mailto:missi.smith17@gmail.com
mailto:1dianesbcox@gmail.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
http://www.cherahealth.org/


                     A NEW ECUMENICAL MINISTRY 
                             The Blessing Box    

 
     Leviticus 23:22   "When you reap the harvest of your land, 

 do not reap all the way to the edges of your field  
or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 

  Leave them for the poor and the foreign resident.  
I am the LORD your God.'" 

 
 The Israelites understood that all that they had from the earth came from God and therefore 
was to be shared.  We know that Ruth was gleaning in the fields when she met Boaz, so this 
command was practiced in ancient times. Those who "had" were instructed to leave some for 
those who "need".  It was not a handout to those who were hurting, but a command to those who 
were in the position to harvest.  
 
 Today, in our culture of abundance, we often harvest to the edges and forget those in need.  
We accumulate material objects, throw out leftovers, and use up resources without worrying about 
replacing them.  While we have been taught that what comes from the earth belongs to God, we 
don't talk about it enough in practical ways.  Sharing what they had been given from God was a 
way for the Israelites to be in a closer relationship with God and to do God's will.  Gleaning is a 
way of allowing those without food to survive. 
 
 Many people have no problem giving to a food bank occasionally, but we are asked by God 
to give regularly. When we harvest, we leave behind for gleaners.  When we shop, we purchase 
something extra for those who are in need and get it to a donation site. 
 
 St. James Episcopal Church, The First Baptist Church, Batavia First Presbyterian Church, 
and St. Joseph's and St. Mary's Roman Catholic Churches are taking the command about 
gleaning seriously.  A blessing box will be filled with donations from our harvest for those in need 
to glean.  We had hoped to install the box sooner, but with churches being closed, it has led to 
complications in collecting, storing and retrieving the donated items.  
 
 Our next scheduled meeting is February 8 at 5pm and at that time, we will firm up the 
various jobs required to keep the box maintained: checking on it daily, stocking it, shopping for 
items, keeping track of money donations, creating a prayer team to pray for requests that are left 
in the box, assessing the changing needs of the community, creating information cards with 
essential services listed, and setting up monthly donations.  As you can see, it will take many 
hands to provide this ministry to the community.  If you feel called to help in any way, please let 
Deacon Diana, Diane Cox, Terry McGuire, or Cathy Judkins know.  If you would like to help with 
donations so others can glean from your harvest, consider purchasing one or two extra items each 
time you shop.  It will become a holy habit.   
 
 Those who attended the first meeting or have been involved from the conception of the 
project by the EFM study group, are super excited about working collaboratively with other 
congregations and meeting new people that share in the same call to love their neighbor.  
Prayerfully consider joining us as we journey together while walking home.  
           
 

Deacon Dianna 
dllart@aol.com 

mailto:dllart@aol.com


MORE OF “YOU IN THE PEW” 
                                      My name is Harold, “the herald”, Odell.  I grew up in Fredonia.  I joined  
                                     the army when I was 18, and did one year in Vietnam.  Then I worked in 
                                     factory work for over 25 years.   My 3 adult children live out of state.  
                                     I have 4 grandsons and 1 granddaughter. 
                                              
                                     GOD put it in my heart to change careers and work in health care.   I was 
                                     a hospice home-health aide for many years when GOD put it in my heart  
to change things up.   I was working at the Genesee  County  Nursing Home as a Certified Nursing 
Assistant where I met Karen. We dated for about a year.  Then I proposed and we were married at 
St. James.   We have been happily married for 9 years.    I retired from the nursing home and was 
working part time as a home health aide.  Karen resigned from the nursing home so she &  I could 
provide full time care for her mother. 
 
Karen has B A in human services from SUNY Empire, and also worked as a CNA.   She is an only child.   
Karen  has no children but her beloved pets are her children.   Karen has a unique gift of  bringing 
any dead plant back to life.    She is an amateur artist and likes to make dry flower arrangements.  
She has won awards at Genesee Country Village Museum.  We like to go hiking and bird watching and 
gardening. We like to watch British murder mysteries and British comedy. 
 
During February, March, April of this year I was being tested for whatever I had.  There was the 
stomach ulcer, new medication, more doctors’ visits.  Then I was told I had Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
more doctors’ visits; MORE BLOOD WORK; road trips to Rochester for more tests. Then I was 
diagnosed with Malt Lymphoma, but doctors wanted MORE tests just to be sure. All this time the 
hospitals were closed to elective surgery so my symptoms (stomach cramps bloating uncontrollable 
bowel movements) were not being treated, just given different names.  
 
It was Thursday April 2nd.  I had no scheduled appointments so I wanted to go outside to do 
something, ANYTHING. I thought I would start the day by picking up branches that had fallen during 
a recent storm. As I was bending over to pick up sticks, I crapped my pants.  I ran inside the house, 
praying to Jesus that the women folk weren’t in the bathroom. yes :) thank you, Jesus!! I tell my wife, 
“honey I crapped my pants!”   After a brief discussion about good thing I wasn’t wearing my doctor’s 
office visit pants, we decided I should clean myself up while Karen ( I am truly blessed she is my wife, 
Thank You God!!!) washed my blue jeans.  I had forgotten to empty my pants pockets and my cell 
phone went in the washer. Well my 7-year-old antediluvian cell phone with a cracked screen and the 
W button missing was NOT waterproof.  So that day I got a break from doctors’ visits, did some 
outdoor work, and got a new phone! 
 

         John “Ginger” Swartz 
        John was confirmed in 1947. He is a graduate of Elba High School and Colgate   
                             University. He and his wife Charmaine raised six daughters in this Church,  
                             though one was baptized in Hawaii while he was serving there in the Marines.  
                    
                     After his discharge, the family returned to Elba where he joined his  father,  
                             working on the onion farm which he later took over. John served on the Vestry  
                             and was Sr. warden. Charmaine passed away in 2005. 
 
John has enjoyed playing golf and traveling at home and abroad.  No matter where he has traveled 
and attended church, he is always happy to return to St. James, his spiritual home. 
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  Please consider sending a card                  
  or a note to our shut ins and to those  
who  may be spending these times alone  
              due to Covid-19 
 

February Birthdays 
Chris Feldman   6-Feb 

Dave Lange        11-Feb 

Debbie Barone     12-Feb 

Adam Thompson    12-Feb 

Nick Bestine     12-Feb 
 

OUR “ZOOM ROOM” 
Here are the ZOOM links for February’s calendar activities: 
Any links not provided will be distributed per event.  
  
Sunday 10:00 ZOOM WORSHIP and 10:45 Coffee Hour/Faith Discussion Group 
ALSO ANNUAL MEETING (following service on 2/14) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988?pwd=WHVvMUtXbTRlTTFCSTA2bnhLUHRaZz09  
Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988, Passcode: church 

To call into Zoom with your landline phone:  1-646-558-8656, Meeting Code: 898 1085 7988#   
 Participant Code: #, Passcode: 470351# 
 Wednesday Noon Bible Discussion 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457?pwd=dnFpVkN0d1hzd0hCTEMwSzJUVjkvZz09 

 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 

Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery       
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624,  
 or join by phone:  (929) 558-8656 and use code:  88459547624 

Blessing Box Planning Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83964794194?pwd=N25acStjUWR0OFFkK1RnYy9tSUhVdz09  

ECW Board Meeting via Zoom on February 2nd at 6:00 PM.    
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541532936?pwd=WGxIdTFsVHAwVE9HdWVlbzJzZVJGQT09  

Meeting ID: 895 4153 2936  
Passcode: church      Dial by your location +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)  
Vestry Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93613259917?pwd=L0grZi96T0xlY2pmYXRoYS9WTjRldz09  

 or join by phone: (646) 558 8656, and use code 936 132 59917 
Finance Committee Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378?pwd=NG0vK2JILzZlZ2dsT1Y0SVBIaVBVZz09  
Rupprecht Fund Advisement Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88107371013?pwd=U1Y1eUkxTVducjhJM28rNWxHSlIvdz09  
or join by phone: (646) 558 8656, and use code 881 073 71013 
Communications Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232   
or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 844 7683 8232 

 
Links are also available on the church Website calendar.  Click Quick Link to calendar.  Click 
on title of meeting on the date and it will show the link.   
 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988?pwd=WHVvMUtXbTRlTTFCSTA2bnhLUHRaZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457?pwd=dnFpVkN0d1hzd0hCTEMwSzJUVjkvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83964794194?pwd=N25acStjUWR0OFFkK1RnYy9tSUhVdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541532936?pwd=WGxIdTFsVHAwVE9HdWVlbzJzZVJGQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93613259917?pwd=L0grZi96T0xlY2pmYXRoYS9WTjRldz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378?pwd=NG0vK2JILzZlZ2dsT1Y0SVBIaVBVZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88107371013?pwd=U1Y1eUkxTVducjhJM28rNWxHSlIvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232


Thank you to all who braved the cold on Christmas Eve for helping to provide 
our St. James Drive-Thru Choral Communion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please consider 

sharing something 

meaningful to YOU.  

 

Send submissions to 

musdmark@aol.com 

Share-Care Ministry 

Adam Prince wishes 

to share that he 

received the Moderna  

Vaccine on 1/9/21 

Feelin’ like family! 

Marina, back in Japan after 

GCC graduation.  Her cat, 

Tiara. 
Juri at  
Geneseo   A Queal Christmas 

Nanami and family 

Hana in Kimono   

バレンタインデーの抱擁とキスをお送りします  

We love and miss you! 

Kana  

 Ayaka 



PRAYERS 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

IMPORTANT !!! 
Be sure to attend the 

ANNUAL MEETING  

on February 14th following 
Zoom Worship service 

 "Copyright © by Cliff Leitch, The Christian Bible Reference Site, www.ChristianBibleReference.org. Used by permission." 

 When offering your prayers at home please include the 
following loved ones in our parish family:  
 
For Those Serving In Our Military  
Especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, 
Jim, Devyn, Trevor and Mitch. 
 
Those In Need of Help 
Especially, Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, 
Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, 
Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, 
Joanne, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, Daphne, and 
the Covert Family 

     “Love” 

Crossword 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped us reach 

the February 1st publication goal by submitting 

your news by the deadline of the 12th at noon.       

Your cooperation is much appreciated! 

 

 Please send all March submissions to 

both Dawn and Barb by NOON on February 

12th. 

musdmark@aol.com     

saint.james2@outlook.com 

Crossword Answers 

mailto:musdmark@aol.com
mailto:saint.james2@outlook.com


 

 
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
However, as it is written: What no eye has seen, what no ear 
has heard, and what no human mind has conceived — the 
things God has prepared for those who love him. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 
 

 

  

 
The following items were discussed at the January vestry meeting:  

 

• The treasurers reported that we are rolling a small surplus into 2021.  

 

• The Stewardship committee reported that we are now up to 50 pledges, which is about 

what we had last year. There were four new pledges, 22 pledges increases, 21 pledges 

stayed the same, and three decreased. 

 

•  A committee was formed to speak to the Middle School about the proposed gate in the 

fence.  The Annual Meeting has been moved to February 14th to give vestry time to 

disseminate information to the congregation. There are two people running for three 

seats. They are still looking for volunteers to run for vestry.  

 

• Two committees were formed to look into the future of the rector’s position. One 

committee will look at the number of units St. James can afford and the second 

committee will look into the priorities the congregation feels it needs in a rector, meaning 

which tasks must be performed by a rector and which could be taken up by volunteers. 

 

•  A “Blessing Box” will be placed in front of the church. This is an ecumenical endeavor. 

St. James will be looking for volunteers to help keep the box stocked, shop for supplies 

or contribute scarves, hats or gloves. There will be a meeting on February 8th at 5 p.m. 

via Zoom which is open to anyone who is interested in having more information.  

 

• A very successful book study was held in January discussing the book Wonder. There 

will be another book study in February discussing the book The Noticer.  

 

Cathy Judkins,   Clerk of the Vestry. 

      Back to EVENTS 

https://dailyverses.net/1-corinthians/2/9


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY 14020 

Office: 585 343-2680  
e-mail:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

 

Check out our website and Facebook for  
online worship opportunities 

 
website: www.stjamesbatavia.org 

FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/stjamesepiscopalchurchbatavia 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker,  dllart@aol.com  
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org  

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

 
Back to top   
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