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Don’t forget to look for our next issue on FEBRUARY 1st!

A Message from Mother Bonnie +
We Are Epiphany!
The Season of Epiphany celebrates three events in the life of
Christ—the Three Kings, the Baptism of Jesus and the first
miracle at the wedding in Cana. All three of these events show
out the wonder and miracles of Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God, to
the whole world. They happen in the context of vital aspects of
our human life: travel, church and family celebrations—all of which have been curtailed for us in
our present life. The challenge for us is to celebrate and share these events in the life of Jesus
when we cannot gather or travel ourselves.
We are Epiphany—we are the signs of love and action that show out the wonder of Jesus Christ.
We manifest God in our lives—even when we cannot travel, gather or hold big celebrations. This
year, the challenge of Epiphany is “How do we Show Out or Manifest Emmanuel, God with us
when we can’t gather? “
We are Epiphany—and we are also resourceful and adaptive. Over the past several months I have
seen so many ways that the people of St. James have found ways to reach out, serve, comfort and
connect with others. I give thanks for the energy and love that so many have contributed to
Shining the Light of Christ. I look forward with hope to finding more ways as we move through
the challenges and blessings of 2021 together.
With gratitude and with hope,

Mother Bonnie+

The Adoration of the Three Kings, Girolamo da Santacroce (c. 1485 – 1556)

Diakonia Musings
The Work Ahead
One of the diocesan responsibilities I have, is being a member of
the Commission to Dismantle Racism and Discrimination. We have
been charged with providing opportunities to talk openly with each
other as we expose the poverty that has resulted in discrimination
and systemic oppression, even within the Episcopal Church.
I am so excited to see that an opportunity to attend an Implicit
Bias workshop is offered by the partnership. It will be on January 9,
2021, from 10:00 am to noon, and features our own Ursuline Bankhead from the diocese of WNY.
Ursie is a compelling speaker and I guarantee you will not be disappointed. I remember the first
time I heard her speak at the convention a few years ago, before I was even on the commission. Her
talk is what opened my eyes to recognize the things I said and did contributed to the ongoing pain
others were feeling every day.
Participants will learn definitions of bias and implicit bias; clarify how implicit bias impacts all of us
personally, culturally, and spiritually; recognize the impact of implicit bias; and learn to see more
clearly the God’s grace in those who are “different” from us. This workshop is recommended for
clergy, church leaders, vestries and church educators. We have many leaders in this congregation, so
if you are interested, by all means join in the conversation.
Register online by going to the partnership website,
https://episcopalpartnership.org/category/dismantling-racism/ or www.epsicopalpartnership.org,
clicking on ministries, commission to dismantle racism, and scroll down to implicit bias.
In its report to the convention, the Commission to Dismantle Racism and Discrimination asked the
convention to support the resolution calling on congregations to hold “conversations to promote the
spiritual and structural change required for racial justice and reconciliation.” By early 2021, the
Mission Strategy Racial Justice Working Group will provide suggested resources for holding these
conversations and St James can be part of the ongoing solution to a problem that effects the lives of
all of us.
Please join me as we begin our journey of love.

Deacon Diana

Via Zoom
To register use this link:
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eheyv9yn5ba586f2
&oseq=&c=&ch=

Deacon Diana

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
PRISON MINISTRY NEEDS
Genesee County Jail

MIGRANT MINISTRY NEEDS

Cheater Readers (glasses 1.03.0}
Deodorant for men
Grease for dark skin /hair
Vaseline
Shampoo/ conditioner
Breathe Right strips
Sugar free cough drops
Body lotion ex: Eucerin, Cerave
Toe and finger nail clippers
Poly grip for dentures
Dental Floss

Socks (must cover the ankle
Ball Caps (new or clean used)
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
T-shirt ( large or XL, short sleeve)
Disposable Razors
Shaving cream
Shampoo
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Towels (terry)

Large containers/tubes are
acceptable.
Thank You.

Thank you, Deacon Dianna

Diane Cox

"Please hold onto your donations for now, as we cannot accept them due to the
covid-19 pandemic. As soon as we can open the building we will let you know.

SHAWL MINISTRY
We continue to work from home, creating shawls, lap throws, baby
blankets and prayer squares, as well as praying for those who have or will
receive the work of our hands.
Please consider requesting an article from the ministry for a "neighbor"
during the long winter months. A warm gift of love can make a world of
difference in someone's life. New stitchers are always welcome, or
anyone who would like to learn!
For information about any aspect of the ministry, please contact
Missi Smith, 343-3416.
Thank you to all who donated to the

Jo-Ann Bestine

PARISH OUTREACH

Christmas Cheer
So
many things
have changed this year,
but we wanted to make sure
we continued to stay in touch
with all members of St. James.
For many years we have had a big
Christmas cookie baking day in the church kitchen.
Lots of people packed the kitchen and produced many trays of delicious,
and even sometimes beautiful, Christmas cookies.
Obviously that could not happen this year.
So instead some crafty ladies from
our church worked solo
from home to produce
little Christmas items.
These were delivered to some members of our community who have been stuck at home
staying safe. In addition 70 Christmas cards were sent out to keep in touch with those
who are unable to get out during this holy season.

Jo-Ann Bestine
EVENTS

The ECW is selling Alex's Chicken BBQ tickets that are $11.00 each. The
tickets are good for a year from November 15, 2020. There would have to be
a commitment to 80 more tickets ordered to warrant the purchase of the next
block of 100.
To order tickets or for more information, please call Carol Queal at
585-343-5177 or 585-813-5769

REPORTS
SAFETY COMMITTEE
The St. James Safety Committee met this past month to review the information sent by Bishop Rowe
when he once again closed parishes for in-person worship and authorized only parish ministries that
were “life-saving” in nature. As such, St. James building is closed to all but employees as needed and
volunteers who are checking the property for concerns.
We will meet again when our direction from the Bishop changes and we need to address re-opening
concerns.

Judy Essig, Warden

FROM THE WARDENS – JANUARY 2021
I just typed 2021 and got a chill up my spine. I don’t know why since ’21 has got to be better than
’20. January will mark another Annual Meeting and among the many decisions the congregation
will have to make is electing new Vestry members and a Warden. Every year that I have been
involved with this task I dread it. Not that we haven’t gotten really good people to fill these slots,
but that it often is a real chore to convince members that many are qualified to fill these positions.
And further, that they should jump at the chance to fill them. I am firmly convinced that almost
every member of the congregation could do these jobs- and do them well.
This year we will need to elect three new Vestry members, as two have served their maximum
two terms (6 years), and one additional member who is eligible has chosen not to run again. One
Warden’s position, currently held by Judy Essig, is to be filled. There is no limit on Warden’s
terms. So, in total, we will be electing four leaders of St. James, a minimum of three of which will
be new.
If you are interested in either of these positions please let Mother Bonnie know as soon as
possible. I realize that leadership in any organization can be a daunting task. But this is your
spiritual home and we need as many as possible to lead us forward, especially during these
trying times. This need not be a life-long commitment- a term or two. In addition, there are plenty
of people here at St. James to assist you if you choose to serve. I know my five years as Warden,
although challenging, have been extremely rewarding.
I would like to end this on a personal note. A week after writing this article (Dec. 18 th) I will have
the honor and privilege of participating in the first burial of a veteran in the new Western New
York National Cemetery in Pembroke. Fourteen veterans from the area have been selected to
provide the honor guard for this solemn event, myself among them. We have been working for
over a decade to bring this site to life to honor are fallen veterans. Now it is a reality. Quite
frankly, it will be one of the high points of my life. I know you will be reading this after the fact, but
please say a little prayer for whomever is that first burial- and all those who will come after. (If you
want additional information on who can be buried in the National Cemetery etc. call or email me.)

Jim Neider, Warden

ST. JAMES ECW HIGHLIGHTS
December 1, 2020 Meeting (via Zoom)

Business:
• A book study, via Zoom, will be
held discussing Wonder to begin
January 9th at 11:00 via Zoom.
• Fundraiser: Carol Queal reported
that most of the Alex’s Chicken
BBQ tickets have been sold. A
decision to buy more was tabled at
this time.
• Thrift store is currently closed until
further notice. Discussion of
donating the winter clothes will
continue, pending the store’s
reopening. Joan and Dawn will
work on creating gift certificates
that can be distributed in the
community for those in need.

• Fish Fries: Joan will coordinate a
Zoom meeting to discuss the
possibility in 2021.
• Joan and Jolene will discuss the
cleaning of the Thrift Store in the
future with the wardens.
• New ECW board members are
always welcome. Anyone willing to
serve on the board should contact
a current board member: Joan
Ellison, Jo-Ann Bestine, Terry
McGuire, Diane Skelton, Missi
Smith, Jolene Folger, Sue Best,
Carol Queal and Cathy Judkins.

The next meeting is January 5th, 2021 at 6:00 via Zoom. All women of the church are invited to
join us.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541532936?pwd=WGxIdTFsVHAwVE9HdWVlbzJzZVJGQT09
Meeting ID: 895 4153 2936
Passcode: church
Dial by your location +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

FISH FRY MEETING VIA ZOOM
A meeting will be held on January 4th at 7:00 PM to discuss the possible options for holding the
Fish Fry dinners in 2021. As of this writing, the church building is closed and the possibility of
holding a major fundraising event seems dismal. However, with the plans of a vaccine on the
horizon, we would like to think positively. If you have helped with Fish Frys in the past or are
interested in hearing more about this wonderful ministry, please join us! The Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3428423369?pwd=a1NVVDBhY2xXMGVQeEN2ZnBQT2hjZz09
Meeting ID: 342 842 3369
Passcode: church
Dial by your location 1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The Property Committee would like to sincerely thank all those who have so generously donated to
the Bricks and Mortar Campaign, in 2020, and in past years.
Without that financial support, none of the capital improvement and major maintenance projects of
the past two years would have been possible, since none of the Parish Stewardship (pledge) money
has been used to fund these projects since 2018.
Thanks to these committed individuals and support by the Episcopal Church Women, progress IS
being made! The building is ‘nearly’ water-tight, and for the first time, the attention of the Property
Committee can be directed, in part, toward restoration type projects.
My personal thanks to the active members of the Property Committee: Barb Pierce, Keith Price,
Wayne Townsend and Chip McGuire. Each has been a vital participant since the committee was
formed.
Please contact a member of the Property Committee with any question which you may have
regarding the updated St. James 12-Year Capital Improvement and Major Maintenance Plan.
Happy New Year!

Dave Lange
Property Committee Chair

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Our November Pie Sale was a huge success even without the Basket Raffle. We sold over
100 pies at our first venture doing a drive-through event. Thank you to everyone who helped
with the preparation (previously mentioned in the December newsletter) and to those who
turned out during the event on a cold day to organize and distribute delicious pies to all
comers. The congregation and community were so very supportive.

We are hoping to hold a Cherry Pie Sale on February 12 and 13 (President’s Weekend and
just before Valentine’s Day). Please watch for more news on this as we come out of the
holidays and see if it will be feasible.
Thank you,

Dorian and Missi

MORE OF “YOU IN THE PEW”
HOW I CREATED IN CHAOS
A COVID STORY by Mother Bonnie
We’ve been living in uncertainty, chaos and separation. So, what else to do but
start creating something? I couldn’t go to a yarn store, so I went down to my
basement and looked at all the yarn I already have. Scads and scads. Different
weights, different colors, different types, full skeins and little scraps.
Here’s my COVID blanket.
It’s not planned.
It’s not neat.
It’s not organized.
I took what I had at
hand and just started.
Row after row it grew,
and it’s still not finished.
As long as I have yarn, scraps or skeins,
I’ll keep creating.

Dillon Hirsch is a lifelong resident of Elba, NY.
Having just finished his Master’s and Bachelor’s
degrees at the Greatbatch School of Music at
Houghton College, Dillon is beginning his
teaching career in the Perry Central School
District.
He enjoys playing his
saxophone in various
community ensembles,
but he is also an avid
drummer.
In his spare time, Dillon enjoys camping, hunting, and hiking,
particularly in the Adirondack Mountains where he is working
on summitting all 46 High Peaks.
Dillon thoroughly enjoys and is honored to serve as St. James’
choir director, and cannot wait to be making music with his
fellow choir members once again.

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
The following items were discussed at the December vestry meeting:
• The proposed budgets for the ECW and the Church for 2021 were approved.
• The proposed ECW By-Laws were approved.
• The treasurer's report was approved.
Pledged income is doing well but plate offerings are way down.
Withdrawals have been made from the Endowment Fund, but they were less than
budgeted due to reduced use of the building.
• There was further discussion on the proposed emergency gate from the Middle
School' The wardens are going to contact the school and make a visual inspection of
the school exit routes.
• The EFM proposed Blessing Box was approved.
• The updated 12-year plan from the Property Committee was approved. The Property
committee can move ahead on its priorities as project funding comes in.
• Keith Price is stepping down as treasurer as he is now spending more time in Florida.
A formal Thank You for his dedication to St. James was approved
• Please pray for our bookkeeper Sherry who is recovering from Covid 19..
• Crossroads House has started paying utilities at the Rectory.
• Jim Neider will be in the Honor Guard at the opening of the New York State Veterans
Cemetery on Dec 18th.

PEOPLE PAGES
When offering your prayers at
home please include the
following people who are loved
ones of our parish family:



For Those Serving In Our Military
Especially Eric, David, Paul,
Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim,
Devyn and Trevor.

January Birthdays
Carol Queal
Norma Phillips
Jamie Belluscio
Beth Collee
Nichole Essig
Susan Best
Diane Skelton
Phillip Colantonio
Jacob Rosenbeck
Bill Hawkins
Jon McManis

01- Jan
04- Jan
04- Jan
06- Jan
09- Jan
14- Jan
23- Jan
23- Jan
15- Jan
27- Jan
28- Jan

Those In Need of Help
Especially, Tim, Carolyn, Douglas,
Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus,
Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan,
Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob,
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth,
Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, Joanne,
Donna, Paula, Richie, David, Kim,
Shirley, Matt, The Treat Family,
The Thurau Family, The Funston
Family

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH OUR LOVED ONES

Please consider sending a card
and a quick note to our shut ins
and those who may be spending
these times alone due to Covid-19

Share-Care Ministry
Feelin’ like family!

Dave & Marilyn Lange’s grandkids:
Sally, John, Margo, and Naomi

Please consider
sharing something

So glad to see this

meaningful to YOU.

ministry beginning to
take off!
Thanks to this month’s
contributors for sharing
a little joy from your
lives with us.

Send submissions to
musdmark@aol.com

The Ellison Clan

OUR “ZOOM ROOM”
Here are the ZOOM links for January’s calendar activities:
Any links not provided will be distributed per event.
Sunday 10:00 ZOOM WORSHIP and 11:15 Coffee Hour/Faith Discussion Group
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988?pwd=WHVvMUtXbTRlTTFCSTA2bnhLUHRaZz09
Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988, Passcode: church
To call into Zoom with your landline phone: 1-646-558-8656, Meeting Code: 898 1085 7988#
Participant Code: #, Passcode: 470351#
Fish Fry Meeting January 4th 7pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3428423369?pwd=a1NVVDBhY2xXMGVQeEN2ZnBQT2hjZz09
Meeting ID: 342 842 3369 Passcode: church Dial by your location 1 646 558 8656
ECW Board Meeting via Zoom on January 5th at 6:00 PM.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89541532936?pwd=WGxIdTFsVHAwVE9HdWVlbzJzZVJGQT09
Meeting ID: 895 4153 2936
Passcode: church
Dial by your location +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Book Study January 16th 11am- Noon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3428423369?pwd=Q2I3eFBnUWFhK0JLOG1OcHhMRW9WQT09
Meeting ID: 342 842 3369 Passcode: church Dial by phone: 1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Wednesday Noon Bible Discussion
https://zoom.us/j/579180457 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457
Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624,
or join by phone: (929) 558-8656 and use code: 88459547624
Vestry Meetings
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93613259917
or join by phone: (646) 558 8656, and use code 936 132 59917
Finance Committee Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
Rupprecht Fund Advisement Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88107371013
or join by phone: (646) 558 8656, and use code 881 073 71013

Thank you to everyone who helped us reach the January 1st
publication goal by submitting your news by the deadline of the
12th at noon.
Your cooperation is much appreciated!

IMPORTANT !!!
Be sure to attend the

Please send all February submissions to both Dawn and
Barb by NOON on January 12th.
musdmark@aol.com saint.james2@outlook.com

ANNUAL MEETING
on January 24th at 11:15 am!

St. James Episcopal Church
405 East Main Street
Batavia, NY 14020
Check out our website and Facebook for
online worship opportunities

Everyone is Welcome!
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector
rector.stjames@outlook.com
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen
Wardens:
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com
Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org
Vestry:
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins
Treasurers: Peter Mark, Keith Price and Rick Iannello
Office Phone: 585-343-6802
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com
Like us on Facebook at: St. James Episcopal Church Batavia

