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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 

 
 

Vuchetich, Evgeniy Vikorovich 1908-1974 
Beat Swords into Plowshares, United Nations Building, 1959 

The First Sunday of Advent 
Year A 

November 27, 2022, 10:00 a.m. The Liturgy of the Word: 
Antecommunion 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude                                O come, O come, Emmanuel arr. Lee Dengler  

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn                                            #53 Once he came in blessing             
 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Let There Be Peace on Earth 
      
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on earth  
The peace that was meant to be 
With God our Creator, children all are we 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 
With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 
To take each moment and live 
Each moment in peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
  
 

Collect of the Day BCP pg 211 
 

Please be seated. 
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A Reading from the prophet Isaiah        2:1-5                          Jim Ellison  

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!          

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Psalm 122  
we read the psalm responsively by half verse (at the *) 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 
4 To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the Lord. 
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 
8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 
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9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 
 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church in Rome                 Joan Ellison 
13:11-14    
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn                              #454  Jesus came, adored by angels 
 

 
A Reading from Matthew             24:36-44                       Terry McGuire  
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
 

Reflection                                                                           Jim Ellison 
 

Please stand as you are able 
Nicene Creed                                                                                    BCP p. 358 
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Prayers of the People  
The Officiant bids the prayers 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are 
alone, especially those who use the Blessing Box and Thrift Store. 

 

For this community, the nation and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Sean our Bishop; and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and lay leaders. 
For all who serve in God’s Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially: 
Beverly, Mary, Marge, Ed, Bernie, Missy, Stephanie, Tim, Glenn, 
Paula, Jane, Richard, Norman, Sue, Hope, James, Donna, Chris, 
Julie, Debbie, Peggy, Steve, Diane, Roseann, Debbie, Terri, Peter, 
Corky, Norma, Danny, Corrine, The Brauza family… and others we 
now name 
 

Silence 

 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life 
The people may add their own thanksgivings, either aloud or silently 

 

Silence 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
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And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom, especially Walter, Pam and others we now name. 

 

Silence 

 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The officiant says:  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.    Hebrews 13:15, 16 

 

 
Offertory Anthem                          The King Shall Come   arr. John Leavitt 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Please be seated. 
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Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
 
General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                                   #68    Rejoice! Rejoice, believers 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia 
Thanks be to God, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 

Announcements for November 27, 2022 

 
Community Food Drive 
Don’t forget our ecumenical food drive is Sunday December 4 from 12 noon-3 pm at 
Resurrection Church Parking Lot (303 E. Main Street) and St Paul’s Stafford (Rt. 5 in 
Stafford). This drive supports The Blessing Box, The Little Food Pantry, and Lydia’s 
Kitchen—all services that have experienced unprecedented demand. Please donate 
and/or volunteer! Contact Deacon Diana for more information. 
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Thanksgiving in May 
Once again we would like to have our annual Thanksgiving in May gathering.  In order 
to do this, without asking guests to pay, we need to get our turkeys in November 
when the prices are at their lowest.  If you have a coupon or some deal to get a 
discounted turkey, but have no use for it, we would love to put it in the church freezer 
until May.  It can be a donation or save the receipt and we will reimburse you.  Thanks 
for your help as we try to plan ahead.  Two days set aside for thanksgiving are better 
than one 

 
Christmas Angel Tree 
You will soon see our annual Christmas Angel Tree in church.  As we have in past 
years we will be collecting winter wear for school children in need and others in the 
community.  These items include hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and socks.  All sizes 
are needed.  So when you are out shopping pick up a little something extra to hang on 
our tree.  The collection will continue until Christmas. 

Nominations are Open 
Witten nominations for the 2023 Vestry and Junior Warden are now being accepted.  
Two people will be elected to Vestry and one person will be elected as Junior Warden 
at the Annual Meeting on January 22, 2023.   
These are the qualifications according to the St. James By-Laws:  “Wardens and 
Members of the Vestry shall be elected at the Annual Meeting by ballot from persons 
qualified to vote, but no person of less than eighteen years of age or not a confirmed 
adult communicant shall be eligible for election as warden and no person, except one 
that is baptized, and not less than eighteen years of age shall be eligible for election as 
a Member of the Vestry.” 

These are other qualifications to be considered: 

• Attend monthly and called vestry meetings, participate in vestry 
retreats/workdays, and perform Opener/Closer duties should be known to the 
treasurer 

• should have demonstrated a level of commitment to St. James which is 
appropriate to vestry service including giving a tithe (10 percent of income) or 
working meaningfully toward the tithe; attending worship weekly, and engaging 
in the ministries of St. James;  

• should have the ability to be a constructive and unifying influence even when 
working with those of different viewpoints; 

• should be praying for God’s guidance for our church and our work on behalf of 
the Lord. 

Nominees who agree to run are asked to complete a biographical sketch to be placed 
in the bulletin at least two weeks before the Annual Meeting.  The nominating 
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committee consists of those vestry members and the warden who are completing their 
terms.  Please contact Dorian Ely for more information.  

Sunday School has taken off! We offer Sunday school for our kids on the 2nd and 
4th Sunday of the month. The kids will join in the opening procession and meet their 
teachers by the Chantry Altar after the opening hymn. They will rejoin us during the 
peace. We would love to expand this to every week, but we need more volunteers! 

See Judy Essig for more details! 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 
           Rose Rumery 11-27, Cindy Baird 11-28, Nancy Harrington 12-1 
 

St. James Calendar 
Sun, November 27 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Morning Prayer 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

 
Mon, November 28 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tue, November 29 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Cathy in office 
Wed, November 30  Office closed 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, December 1 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Cathy in office 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, December 2 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, December 4 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am 

12:00 noon-3:00 pm 
Coffee Hour 
Ecumenical Food Drive 
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All Zoom meetings use the following link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlL

bm4rUT09 
          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 

One tap mobile 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 

Passcode: 710467 
 
 

St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  

Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  
 Carol Queal 

Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 
Office Phone: 585-343-6802  

Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 
Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

