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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

405 EAST MAIN STREET 

BATAVIA, NEW YORK 
 

NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 Leaves, branches, a trunk, seeds, roots and good soil: a tree needs them all.  We 
need them all.  Jesus said a seed planted in good soil will take root, grow and flourish.  It 
will become a great tree.  It will shelter and encourage life.  It will spread and branch out; it 
will provide shade, warmth, protection and fruit.  New and varied plants emerge and then 
suddenly, one tree becomes a garden. 
 

 Think of St. James as a tree.  Our soil is God.  Our roots grow deep into this 
foundation.  We plant seeds that we nurture and grow.  Our branches support worship, 
ministry and fellowship.  We have so many leaves!  Leaves of friendship, work, support and 
yes, even our sorrows.  Leaves of individual work, and group accomplishments.  Leaves of 
healing and outreach.  Leaves of hurt and leaves of reconciliation.  Leaves of giving and 
leaves of receiving.   
  

 Each leaf is precious.  Each leaf needs sunlight and water—resources to grow and 
thrive.  Our St. James leaves include first people and ministry, with practical leaves of 
buildings and offices.  These leaves are you and these leaves need you.  They need your 
time, your talents and yes, they need your treasure.  We are all called to examine our 
relationship with St. James.  How am I nurtured by this tree, by the garden that emerges 
around it?  How can I be a part of this growth?  What new and exciting paths of ministry and 
support can I explore?  How can I grow in my spiritual and financial commitment to God’s 
work?  God has called you to live in this garden. How can you help it to grow? 
 

Your sister in Christ, 
Mother Bonnie+ 
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DIAKONIA MUSINGS 
THE PIECES OF A PUZZLE 

 
Last month, I challenged us to begin thinking about where God is calling us as a parish if we 
believe in our mission statement.  I asked us all to think about what in the gospel message 
calls us into action and sends us into the community to "feed" others with the works and 
love of Jesus Christ.   
 

In my almost three years at St. James, I have observed so many people taking on the very 
many tasks and roles that are required to keep a church viable and visible.  I have also 
noticed people who have not been invited to help and are too reserved to offer. I can 
imagine there are also people who think they have nothing to contribute to really be of any 
help. The truth is that we are uniquely created, and we are all here at this very time in the 
history of St. James, because we are all needed for God's plan to unfold.  When we work as 
a team, the load is lighter and people are able to use their gifts to further the mission of the 
church. 
 
Think of the St. James family as a big puzzle. Each of us is a piece of the puzzle and each is 
needed to complete the picture.  Without all the pieces, we have a puzzle image filled with 
holes. 
 

The first thing we can do is identify the gifts God has given each of us.  They vary from 
person to person and each congregation has the spiritual gifts they need to do what God is 
calling them to do. It is up to each of us individually and as a congregation to discern what 
those gifts are.  Once we know what our individual gifts are, it is easier to see how we fit 
into the puzzle.  Some people will find they are suited for behind the scenes work, while 
others are better working as leaders or organizers, administrators or teachers. 
 

Another thing we can do to make our mission statement become an action statement that 
we believe in, is not be shy about looking for and recognizing gifts in each other.  We should 
raise each other up and encourage one another to step out of our comfort zones to use our 
gifts.  In this way, we acknowledge God's hand in creating us with diversity and bringing us 
together with possibility. When we raise each other up, we humbly put our egos aside, 
allowing other people to serve God as they were gifted and meant to serve.  
 

If you are interested in taking a free survey to help you identify the spiritual gifts that are 
the strongest at this point in your life, go to:  
http://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/   
 

This is not an extensive list of gifts, but it includes gifts needed to create a complete puzzle 
within a congregation. They are meant to assist spiritual teams, like a church family, function 
with purpose and mission as God intended. There are quite a few gifts discernment surveys, 
and this is a quick and easy one to take. Enjoy your team spiritual gifts reveal and 
prayerfully consider what this means to you as a Jesus follower at St. James. 
           

by Deacon Diana 
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WARDEN’S REPORT 
As fall is here, the activity of church leadership turns to financial issues. I know many 

of us, myself included, are reluctant to talk about money, especially in regards to the church. 
The Stewardship Campaign 2020 has just been launched and now is the time the 2020 
budget is put together. Both very important elements of the financial life of St. James.  

Right now we are beginning to put together the operating budget for next year. In 
order to do this we need everyone who leads a program to submit their budget requests for 
next year. This is very important. If requests are not submitted in a timely fashion the 
Finance Team will make those choices.  If your program is listed below please submit 
information for 2020 no later than Friday October 11th. Please leave this information in my 
mailbox or give it to me personally or leave it with Barb. These arears are: 

 

   Organist  Outreach 
   Choir   EFM 
   Bell Choir  Parish Nurse 
   Altar Guild  Sohns Program 
   Scholarship  Christian Education 
 
On another front, St. James and a local non-profit are beginning to talk regarding a 

long term lease on the Rectory.  When, and if, an agreement is reached the congregation 
will be informed before a final Vestry vote.  

 

Lastly, three Vestry positions and both Warden positions will be up for a vote at the 
January 2019 Annual Meeting. Please see Mother Bonnie if you are interested in running for 
any of these positions. This would include those individuals currently serving in these 
positions.  

Jim Neider, Warden 

 
VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 

Reports: Paint Can Fund has a balance of $84.09; Parish Nurse: Blood pressure screenings 
will start October 6th, Respite Care program needs volunteers to work in the kitchen and to 
work with the clients; Property Committee R. A. Haitz repaired the roof over the Chantry 
Altar at no charge and Catenary construction completed their masonry work which included 
fixing the northeast buttress as well as filling holes and repointing joints, still waiting for 
painting to be completed; and ECW withdrew $5,000 from its Merrill Lynch account to give to 
Bricks and Mortar campaign, gave a scholarship for Diocesan summer camp for one student 
sponsored one collegiate scholarship for $1,000.00, and is looking at replacing the chairs in 
the Parish Hall. Treasurers’ Report:  We are currently ahead of the budget and pledges for 
the year. We have received $43,739 in the Bricks and Mortar Campaign. New Business: Bat 
Control:  There is currently a problem with bats in the building. Jim Neider has contacted 
Genesee Pest Control but has not heard back from them. Barb King will try to find some 
other agency if Jim does not hear from Genesee Pest Control. Chairs for the Parish Hall: ECW 
will submit a proposal for replacing the chairs in the Parish Hall. Many of the current chairs 
are delaminating. Property Committee:  The Property Committee would like to redo the east 
parking lot.  There is a potential liability if ice was to form in the craters and someone was to 
fall. It passed unanimously.  Jim Neider reported that a proposal has been submitted by 
Dawn Mark, Dave Raines, and Dave Lange to improve the handicap ramp on the East side of 
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the building. The proposal involves replacing the metal at the end of the ramp with concrete. 
This proposal has been fully funded by donations. This was approved by consensus. 
Stewardship Drive: The first step of the Stewardship Drive is a letter which will be mailed out 
on October 1st was a form asking for new areas of potential participation.  A second letter 
will be sent out containing a pledge card. There will be three stewardship talks during the 
worship service. After the pledges are received, a third letter will be sent only to those 
parishioners who have not submitted a pledge card. Finally, the Vestry will be asked to make 
phone calls to parishioners who have not responded to the drive. The focus of the drive is 
growth. The speakers will be asked to talk about their own spiritual growth. Want to stress 
that no one on the vestry knows the amount of individual pledges and that the emphasis is 
on individual growth and no one will be told how much to donate. Sunday School:  No one 
has come forward to teach in the Sunday School. This is a critical area. Cathy Judkins has 
agreed to help set-up supplies. The Nursery needs cleaning and painting. There was a 
conversation about combining the two programs. Baby Café:  This would be a group of new 
mothers in the community who would come together for nursing help and support. St. James 
has been asked to provide space (possibly the Parish Hall). They would meet once a week 
(Tuesday has been suggested as a possible day). This would be an outreach and mission 
program for the church and would probably last for two years. It would be overseen by the 
Parish Nurse (Diane Cox). Continuing Business: Rectory Update:  Keith Price gave a very 
involved presentation from the Finance Committee on possible uses of the Rectory. For each 
category the focus was on cost, impact, and whether it would enhance our mission as a 
church. It also gave the recommendation of the committee on each proposal. The vestry will 
continue looking at the feasibility of these proposals. Church Safety Issues:  The fire 
department will come through and inspect the building and give advice. The Sheriff’s 
Department to present an “Active Shooter” program some Sunday following the service. For 
the Good of the Order: Jim Neider said he filled in at the Community Respite Program and 
that he had a wonderful time. He encourages everyone to look at volunteering for this 
program. There were only three couples plus clergy from St. James at the Deanery picnic 
and Diane Cox said the congregation needs to get involved in Deanery activities. Amy 
Celantano will be in charge of the bulletin board in back of the church. Fundraising: The pie 
sale and basket raffle will be November 23rd. There will also be soup. ECW is helping with 
this event. Isaac Heating is going to train its new technicians about large boiler systems 
using our plant. Catherine Judkins, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

 

 
 

Blood pressure readings to start October 6th 
 in the Rector’s Office following church. 
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Dear St. James Friends, 
 

As of right now, we do not have a Sunday School program.  This is a period of growth at St. 
James and we need the vitality and energy of a Sunday School!  I am asking you to consider 
if you can help.  One parishioner has stepped up and is excited to teach Sunday School, but 
cannot take every Sunday.  Two or three more interested people could make this work.  Four 
or five people would make it a very light load for everyone.  Please think and pray about 
this.  I’ll be very happy to help you with teaching ideas and activities for every Sunday. 
 

Thank you, 
Mother Bonnie+ 
 
 

ECW SUMMARY REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2019 

The ECW Board met on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 with 7 members present. At the June 

meeting it was reported that the Fish Fries netted close to $15,000. $7,500 was transferred 

to the St. James general fund. In an effort to support the Bricks and Mortar campaign, 

$5,000 was transferred from the Merrill Lynch account. During the summer months ECW 

sponsored one child to attend the diocesan summer camp and also sponsored one collegiate 

scholarship of $1,000. The Thrift Store netted $1,311.25 in the period of June through 

August. Several thank-you notes were received from local agencies for ECW donations made 

in the spring as a result of tips ($1,523.00) received during the Lenten Fish Fries. 

The meeting’s agenda included discussion about a recent meeting between the St. James 

Finance Team, rector and ECW officers. This meeting resulted in discussion concerning 

expenditures as budgeted and approved by the ECW board and vestry as well as procedures 

for approving unbudgeted items. Best practices and procedures regarding large expenditures 

were discussed. Also, ways to better communicate ECW financial matters between the vestry 

as well as to the congregation were suggested.  

Old business included discussion regarding the possibility of funding the purchase of chairs 

to replace the wooden folding chairs currently being used in the parish hall. A committee has 

been formed and has been researching the possibilities A formal proposal will be presented 

to the vestry at the October vestry meeting. 

Other business included discussion about participating in a future church fundraiser, Pie Sale 

& Basket Raffle to be held November 23rd. The ECW board will be looking for new members 

as President Bonnie Dvoroznak and Treasurer Bette Rung will rotate off the board at the end 

of 2019.  
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE: Serving the world with love. 
We are all ministers and all are welcome to the one hour meetings on 

the second Tuesday of the month, from 4:30-5:30. 
 

DEACONS COLLECTING TOILETRIES FROM BOTH DIOCESES 
   At last year's Convention, several boxes of items, including socks, hats, gloves, canned 
goods, and books were collected.  They were distributed among several agencies in  
Niagara Falls. 
   During a recent Joint Deacons Education Day, the deacons agreed to invite parishioners 
from all of our congregations in NWPA and WNY, to donate toiletries, feminine hygiene 
products, and flip flops (more men's than women's are needed).  Sample sizes of toiletries 
are great for this collection.  They will be put in bags and handed out at Our Neighbor's 
Place, a homeless shelter in Erie, PA.   
  Once again, thank you for your unending generosity.  We can't all volunteer in a shelter, 
but we can all bring dignity to our fellow human beings when we provide the basic 
necessities from our abundance. All donations from St. James can be placed in the back of 
the church and will be taken to the convention on October 25th.  

 
COMMUNITY SOCIALIZATION PROGRAM (AKA RESPITE CARE) 

   If you have not heard about the fun volunteers are having as they interact with our new 
"guests" on the second Monday of each month, you are invited to come and see for yourself!   
   From 10:30-2:30, care givers bring their loved ones to St. James for four hours of 
socializing, reminiscing, laughing, and of course...eating. This does not cost the caregivers a 
penny and they can have a few hours to shop, get a haircut, meet a friend, or go to an 
appointment.  
   This first year, we are funded and supported by The Alzheimer's Association and after one 
year of hosting the program, we will decide if we will continue.  At that point, we can apply 
for grants or rely on contributions for the monetary costs.  
   This is a wonderful ministry that touches the lives of community members, (and we don't 
have to go outside of the church to be part of it.)   
   Stop in and take a peek.  If you feel compelled to volunteer for one hour or the entire four 
hours, stay.  Right now, we are in need of more volunteers so we can have substitutes on 
call for working in the kitchen and with the "guests".  We can also use volunteers whose 
schedules allow for a limited commitment; maybe 4 or 5 times a year.  Whatever works for 
you, works for the group.   
   If you volunteer in the kitchen, there will be a suggested menu and food donations so 
chefs can make all the food ahead of time or on that day.  Because we are serving the 
community, we need to make the food in an authorized and inspected kitchen so it must be 
prepared at the church.   
   What are you good at?  Talking to people or cooking? Exercising or crafting? Collecting 
prizes for bingo, or donating supplies?  St. James and the wider community have 
parishioners and friends with all the gifts needed to help out in this fun ministry. 
   Contact Diane Cox or Diana Leiker if you are interested or have questions.   
The next program will be on Monday, October 14.   
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PRISON MINISTRY 
Matthew 25:36, 40  "I was in prison and you came to visit me... I tell you the truth,  

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me." 
 

It is easy to feed the hungry; we donate to food pantries and serve at soup kitchens.  We 
clothe the naked by donating used clothing and managing a thrift shop here at St. James 
and we take care of our sick in hospitals and at home. But, to visit those in prison is a little 
harder to do and not something that most people want to tackle.  For those who have 
wondered how you could serve Christ and respond to this scripture, there are some 
intentional things that you can do to help people who have the opportunity to minister to 
inmates face to face.  
 

Kairos, which means "in God's time", is a ministry that shares the gospel of love and 
forgiveness with inmates in facilities around the world. Volunteers spend three day 
weekends, twice a year, with incarcerated men and women planting seeds of transformation, 
and then meet throughout the year to pray with the inmates and encourage them to 
continue supporting each other in Christ. 
 

The Albion Correctional Facility for Women is having a Kairos Weekend coming up in 
November.  Two St. James parishioners are part of a group of volunteers who are going 
inside the prison to minister to 30 women and bring the love and hope of Christ to them. 
 

If you have ever attended a Cursillo or Road to Emmaus Weekend you will recognize the 
format for this Kairos Weekend.  It starts on Thursday evening with introductions and 
breaking the ice with women by singing, laughing, and eating lots of cookies....a treat they 
do not get in the prison. Friday is a day of building relationships with each other, but mostly 
with the gospel and hearing that Jesus loves them.  Some of these women don't have a clue 
about unconditional love and it takes a lot to turn that idea around.  More cookies, witness 
talks by the volunteers, table discussions, prayer, singing and creating posters takes up the 
day.  The seeds of love and forgiveness are planted. On Saturday, the pace increases and 
includes more witness talks about forgiveness and self-love, and creating a prayer family 
among the inmates. Each participant receives a bag of notes, letters, and messages of love 
and encouragement from volunteers, past and present, and people in the outside 
community.  For some, it is the only mail they will get the whole time they are incarcerated. 
They discover that complete strangers are and have been praying for them round the clock 
during the weekend when they see a prayer wheel with names of prayer partners. They also 
see letters and posters from around the world sent by Kairos chapters as well as incarcerated 
alumni from prisons. Throughout the day the women write down names of people they need 
to forgive and those that need to forgive them.  There is a big turkey dinner complete with 
pumpkin pie followed by a forgiveness ceremony where the women are so moved that they 
often break down in tears and for the first time, feel the love of God moving in and through 
them.  Sunday, there is a culminating event with prayer and a chance for the ladies to 
witness about their weekend experience.  While the ladies learn to be strong and take their 
first steps back to the reality of life in prison, people in the Kairos community and their 
friends and relatives are invited to a Holy Hour in support of the weekend.  There is a 
witness talk by an alumnus of the Kairos program who is now on the outside, and it is 
always very powerful.  The volunteers end the weekend exhausted and renewed at the same 
time.  
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So what can you do instead of going inside? 
   

1) To offset the cost of the turkey dinner, you could donate $5.00 and put your name on a    
coupon that will be put on the dinner table for the women to see how many people cared 
about them without even knowing them.  

2) Write 30 notes or letters of encouragement with a verse of scripture or loving thought.  
(They can all be the same) These are the AGAPE given to each individual woman on 
Saturday night. You may sign it "your sister/brother in Christ" 

3) Have children color placemats with fun pictures, or children and adults can decorate them 
with words like "God loves You", "You are loved", "God thinks you are special".   

4) Put your name on a prayer wheel and commit to praying for half an hour at a time that is 
convenient for you. Pray for Diane and Diana and the volunteers that weekend.  

5) Attend the Holy Hour.  It will be at a church in Medina in early afternoon.   
 

Please consider giving of your time or talent to be part of this crucial ministry. You will be 
serving Christ when you serve in any small way on the "outside team" of supportive 
strangers.  Your acts of kindness and sacrifice will touch the hearts of the incarcerated 
women with love and grace as God touches each one of us daily. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this.  Now, please take time to pray about supporting 
this ministry. Look for the resources mentioned (dinner coupons, placemats, prayer wheel, 
Holy Hour details) in the back of the church and in the parish hall by mid-October.  
 

Your sisters in Christ,   Diane and Deacon Diana   
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
This spring and summer all (yes ALL) of our yard and garden work has 
been done by St. James volunteers.  We are blessed with a large and 
beautiful green space and it takes many hands to keep it in shape.  Can you 
help?  Every Thursday morning a group meets to work.  Spend an hour or 
more, and help us keep St. James Beautiful!  
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
To celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron Saint of 
living creatures, St. James Episcopal Church will hosting a 
special pet service on Sunday, October 13, at 12:30 pm. There 
will be an opportunity for humans to promise to care for their 
pets, all pets will be blessed, and there will be treats and 
conversation for all. 
The service will be held outside on the church grounds, weather 

permitting; inside if necessary. Humans and their pets are asked to begin to gather around 
12:15 to give the animals a chance to get used to each other. Dogs must be on a leash and 
cats should be crated. Little critters should be held in a safe container or cage. 
 

If it is not possible to bring a pet, a picture or cremains are appropriate for prayers of 
healing, peace, protection, and blessings. 
  

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you; 
or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. 
Which of all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this? 
In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind." Job 12:7-10 
  

This year, the service will be dedicated to our beloved Pastor Carole Grant-
White, who had a tremendous love for animals. Carole served at St. James 
as a supply priest for many years. People remember, "Where Carole was, 
there was her beloved Kibbe". 
He was one of her many canine companions that she loved throughout her 
life. Carole believed that God created all creatures, declared them good, 
and then made humans to be entrusted with their care. She clearly 
demonstrated the bond between Creator and created. 
  

There will be a hand painted graffiti backdrop of angel wings for a photo 
shoot with pets.  A donation of pet food for the Genesee County Animal 
shelter is welcome, but not necessary. 
 

 

ST. JAMES PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Do you know an elderly shut-in?  Someone struggling with a difficult life decision – facing a 
surgery or recovering from an accident or illness – grieving the loss of a loved one – or 
celebrating a milestone birthday or the birth of a grand or great grandchild?  Please consider 
requesting a handmade garment from the Shawl Ministry to help share your love and 
support. 
 

There are shawls (and more) available for the asking.   
 

To love to knit, crochet or want to learn how?  Come join this fun and fulfilling ministry.  
We’ll help you learn, or learn from you!  Contact Missi Smith at 585-343-3416 for details 
about the ministry or to request a garment.  (Donations of yarn are truly appreciated. Thank 
you. ) 
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THANKSGIVING PIE SALE/BASKET RAFFLE 

Once again, Pastoral Care, ECW and the Fundraising Team are 
joining together to hold a Thanksgiving Pie Sale/Basket 
Raffle event on Saturday, November 23, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.  You, our parish family, were so supportive last year and 
we hope you 
will join us in this effort again! 
 

We are looking for donations of pie ingredients and raffle items. 
 

Needed items for pies are:  apples, canned pumpkin (not pie filling), evaporated milk, flour, 
sugar, eggs, and Crisco.  The first pie making day will be held on October 10 beginning 
about 9:00 a.m.  There will also be date(s) in November.  The pies will be used in a variety 
of ways:  delivery to members of our congregation to let them know that though they may 
not be able to join us each week for worship, we often think of them; the 
Thanksgiving Pie sale; and Fish Fries. 
 

For the basket raffle, new items or items you wish to “re-gift” will help fill 
many baskets.  Ideas for theme baskets are available in the church and parish 
hall – if you like to shop but don’t want to assemble a basket, we are happy 
to do the basket assembly.  Single items and/or full baskets will be gratefully 
received.  Consider donating script cards for the baskets – that’s a double win 
for St. James!  Please deliver by November 10. 
 

If you wish to help and/or have questions, please speak with Jo-Ann Bestine (pies) or Dorian 
Ely (baskets).  Thank you!! 

 
FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

What may a parish nurse do? 
 What may a parish nurse do? A parish nurse is an integrator of faith and health. 
Activities may include: services and prayers for healing, health education programs, wellness 
counseling, referral support, health advocate, preventive screening, support group 
developer, and visitation programs, as well receiving guidance from experienced professional 
advisors such as health team ministry advisors. Many of you have chatted with me regarding 
family matters, personal concerns, asked questions; please know all healthcare individuals 
are bound by HIPPA.  Always welcome to ask, call 585-748-6334 or dscox@rochester.rr.com. 
 

 Blood Pressures in Mother Bonnieʼs office following service, Sunday 10/6/2019 
 

 Social Group for individuals living with dementia. Their caregivers leave their loved 
ones with our trained volunteers. Guests receive one on one attention: conversation, coffee 
with a snack, art craft, hot lunch, exercise and sing along! October 14,2019 from 10:30-2:30 
at St James Parish Church Hall. Please register with Barb King 585-343-6802. 
  

mailto:dscox@rochester.rr.com


  11 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Great news!!! 

 On September 5th, R.A. Haitz Co., Inc. sent three workers to repair and adjust flashings, 
plug holes, seal cracks and secure downspouts in the problematic roof area located above 
the Chantry altar.  All work was performed as a community outreach by R.A. Haitz, at NO 
CHARGE to St. James!   And they guarantee their work!!!     
 

Catenary Construction completed this year’s church masonry repair work on September 6th. 
Work included repair of the northeast buttress (located above the pulpit, inspection of six 
clerestory window masonry frames and sills (located above the chapel), removal of tar and  
caulk from a section of counter-flashing joint on the east side of the church, re-caulking of 
counter-flashing joints on both the east and west sides, and incidental gutter and flashing 
repair.   
 

Gerlach Home Improvement completed exterior painting of the Parish Hall and office 
complex on October 1st.  In addition, they painted and caulked the wooden frames of the six 
clerestory windows located above the chapel and painted the side walls and handrails of the 
stairway leading from the parking lot to the Thrift Store, all at no additional charge to  
St. James! 
 

The Vestry has authorized the repair of rutting, crack filling, re-sealing and re-striping work 
in the east parking lot.  The repair work will be completed this year, with the remainder of 
the work to be performed when the weather improves in the spring. 
 

Capital improvements and major maintenance projects such as these are significant steps 
toward the objective of achieving a ‘State of Good Repair’ at St. James. 
 

Bricks and Mortar contributions are the sole funding source for projects initiated in 
2019.  Many thanks to everyone who has contributed time, talent and treasure in advancing 
this vital work.        
 

Dave Lange 
Property Committee Chair   

 
 

 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS! 

We pray God's blessing be with you  
on your special day and every day. 

Happy Birthday! 
Joan Ellison  10/3,   Scott Essig  10/11,   Amy Celentano  10/14, 

Walter Thompson  10/15,   Mary Ann Neider  10/16,    
Dave Raines  10/17,   Cal Fleming  10/22, Larry Belluscio  10/24, 

Anne Wolff  10/25,   Ric Iannello  10/25, Sarah Rosenbeck  10/30, 
Kristina Feldman  10/30 
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When offering your prayers to the Lord at home  

please include the following people who are loved ones of our parish family: 
Douglas, Tim, Venus, Nicholas, 
Pat, Joanne, Charlene, Brian, 

Kristen, Margaret, Ken, and Rich 
The names on the Prayer List will need to be renewed for the bulletin the second week of 

September and thereafter. If your loved one or friend is still in need of prayer and you wish 
to continue their name, please contact the office (saint.james2@outlook.com) 

or (585-343-6802  x-1).  Names can be added when needed. 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to the crew of R.A. Haitz! 
R.A. Haitz is a Batavia-based roofing company that believes in supporting the community.  It 
is company practice to do pro-bono jobs for various non-profit organizations.  We had asked 
for a bid to complete the repair of the woven-valley over the chantry altar roof.  Without fuss 
or bother, they came in and completed the repair without charge.  What a blessing it is to be 
in a community of people that care! 

 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW! 
 Are you sick, having surgery, facing a life challenge?  Please let Mo. Bonnie or 
the office know.  Mo. Bonnie is available for confidential conversation and prayer 
and would love to come visit you if you can’t get to church!  St. James  
cares about you! 
 

 
DON’T FORGET SCRIP! 

For gifts or the shopping you regularly do, pick up Scrip Cards from St. 
James.  We receive a percentage of each card, you receive the face value of 
the card.  Easy and Win-Win!  Check with Bonnie Smith during coffee hour 
and get the cards for the stores you use regularly. 
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LAUGH FOR THE MONTH 
 

                         The good Lord didn’t create  
                anything without a purpose, 
                        but mosquitoes come close. 

 
 

 
ST. JAMES RECIPE CORNER 
Fire Roasted Tomato Soup 

 
This soup is warm and satisfying, and particularly wonderful when served with 

a toasty grilled cheese sandwich! 

 

Ingredients:  
1 medium onion, diced  
3 cloves garlic, minced  
1 T olive oil  
8 oz can tomato sauce 
6 oz can tomato paste  
28 oz can whole tomatoes  
2 14 oz cans fire roasted diced tomatoes 
2 cups water  
2 cups chicken broth (*or vegetable broth) 

 2 tsp salt  
 1/2 tsp pepper 
 1 1/2 cups heavy cream (*or 1 brick of cream cheese) 
 1/4 cup parmesan cheese  
 

1. In a large pot, add olive oil and sauté the onion until it is almost clear.  Add the garlic and 
    continue to cook for a few more minutes.  
2. Add tomatoes, sauce, paste, water, and chicken broth.  Bring to a boil, cover and let it 
    simmer for about 30 minutes. 
3.  In a blender or food processor puree the mixture until it gets to your desired consistency 
4. Add the heavy cream, parmesan cheese, salt and pepper.  Let it simmer for another 5 
    minutes and serve! 
 
*These changes make the soup lactose free and vegetarian  
Yield about 8 cups 
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 
 
Theo Talks and Labs Will Inspire Mission Strategy Conversation at Convention 
This year's diocesan convention schedule includes short, provocative Theo Talks (inspired by 
the popular TED Talks series) and labs, a new kind of workshop that will emphasize 
participation and collaboration.  Convention attendees will help shape the process by which 
we create a joint mission strategy for our diocesan partnership with Northwestern 
Pennsylvania.  . 
 
Theo Talks 

 Why God Loves the Skin We're In 

 Giving Up Twenty Percent:  Christian Community for the Sake of the Gospel 
 Starting from Center 

Labs 
 Dismantling Racism By Building Relationships 

 Hospitality and Evangelism: Engaging Our Neighbors 
 Avoiding Tragic Waste: Discovering the Purpose of a Congregation 
 A Bible in One Hand and A Newspaper in the Other 

 
To learn more about the convention, see our Diocesan website: episcopalwny.org.  
 
The St. James lay delegates to Convention are Kevin and Diane Skelton, Diane Cox and Dean 
Perry.  Our clergy delegates are Deacon Diana and Mother Bonnie. 
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FROM THE COMMUNITY 
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Lay Ministries Schedule for October and November 3rd   

 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 November 3 

EM 1 Barb King Carol Queal Barb Gray Russ Dvoroznak Keith Price 

EM 2 Russ Dvoroznak Bonnie Dvoroznak Judy Essig Judy Essig Diane Cox 

EM Chantry Carol Queal Barb King Diane Cox Jo-Ann Bestine Bonnie Dvoroznak 

1st  Lesson Bette Rung Wayne Judkins Amy Celentano Lilo Townsend Barb Gray 

2nd  Lesson Lilo Townsend Diane Cox Lexie Belluscio Jim Neider Bette Rung 

Prayers of the 
People 

Jim Neider Rose Rumery Steve Hawley Wayne Judkins Rose Rumery 

Acolytes 
Diane Cox 

Rich Geitner 
Diane Cox 

Rich Geitner 
Scott Essig 

Jaycob Belluscio 
Diane Cox 

Carol Queal 
Jo-Ann Bestine 
Rich Geitner 

Ushers 
Kathy & Larry 

Belluscio 
Jim Neider 

Bill Coughlin 
Nancy Harrington 

Bill Coughlin 
Larry Belluscio 

Dean Perry 
Dean Perry 

Larry Belluscio 

Greeters 
Paula Alker 

Jane McKeehan 
Bonnie Smith 

Wayne Townsend 
Jo-Ann Bestine 

Dave King 
Paula Alker 

Jane McKeehan 
Bonnie Smith 

Wayne Townsend 

Element 
Bearers 

Nancy Harrington 
Bill Coughlin 

Donna Kauffman 
Jane McKeehan 

Jenn Wood 
Rich Geitner 

Bette Rung 
Paula Alker 

Donna Kauffman & 
Nancy Harrington 

Coffee Hour Need Volunteers Need Volunteers Need Volunteers Need Volunteers Need Volunteers 

Flower Delivery Betsy Dexheimer Lilo Townsend Dorian Ely Dean Perry Harold Odell 

Altar Guild 
Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kauffman 

Kathy Belluscio 
Anne Iannello 
Debbie Barone 

Jolene Folger 
Karen Odell 
Harold Odell 

Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Building Closer Jim Neider Larry Belluscio Dave Lange Larry Belluscio Jim Neider 
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The St. James Calendar 

Sun, Oct 6 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist from Reserve 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
Mon, Oct 7 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Oct 8 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Vestry Reports due 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Outreach Meeting 
  5:30 pm – 7:00 pm ECW Meeting 
  7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Fundraising Team Meeting 
Wed, Oct 9 11:00 am – 11:30 am Morning Prayer, Chapel 
 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Rupprecht Advisory Meeting 
 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal Music Room 
Thu, Oct 10 8:00 am – 12:00 pm Work Day in St. James Yard 
 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Store Open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 am Pie Baking in the Kitchen 
Sun, Oct 13 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:00 am – 10:45 am Confirmation Class 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am - 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
  12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Blessing of the Animals 
Mon, Oct 14  10:00 am – 3:00 pm Respite Care Program 
  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Finance Team Meeting 
  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Oct 15 3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Holy Eucharist @ Premier Genesee  
  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Vestry Meeting 
Wed, Oct 16 11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
Thu, Oct 17 8:00 am – 12:00 pm Work Day in St. James Yard 
  9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Store Open 
Sun, Oct 20 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am - 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Oct 21  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 

 
Blood pressure readings to October 6th  

      in the Rector’s Office following church 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service:  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
 

Weekday Services 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Genesee  
County Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 

The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  
The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Paula Alker 

 
Wardens: 

Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org  

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely,  
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www.stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org

