St. James Newsletter
November, 2020

Our Mission:

To feed and be fed in the
Love and Works of Jesus Christ
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Finding God’s Grace
Dear Friends
This week I was cleaning off some bookshelves and doing general
reorganization. As I went through just a glimpse of all the books that I have
loved and read and reread over a lifetime, lovely memories came back. I flipped
thought books I had loved as a child. I saw my father’s writing in a book he had
given me, and I was filled with so many thoughts, ideas and memories. Then I
made a couple of discoveries. First I found a library book that I had thought was
lost. How satisfying to run that once lost book to the library so that someone
else could read and enjoy! Then I found a couple of books that I had misplaced,
books that were on my “must read” list. Books that I had gotten or been given
and I just simply forgot about them. What a joy to sit down and start to read!
New books open new worlds, new ideas and sometimes new doubts, and new
ways forward.
So often we have to look for grace, look for love, look for hope. Just like
the books that I had “lost” in the busyness of life, sometime we have to search
for God. Where is the smidgen of sunshine that was there all along, but perhaps
hidden behind some clouds? I often feel that if I don’t see it, if I can’t feel it,
then it is not there. Grace is there. Hope is with us. Love abounds. The lesson
that I must learn (and learn over again) is that God is always with me. I might
be looking in the wrong direction, but God, love, hope are there for me, for you,
for us all.
Abiding in the love of Christ,
Mother Bonnie+
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DIAKONIA MUSINGS
As the Arch Deacon, I have been meeting with deacons from the dioceses
of NWPA, NIAGARA, Canada, and WNY. We began zooming once a week in June
and get together every Monday. I had hoped to help everyone feel connected
during isolation, but we have moved beyond that and have formed a community
that supports, challenges, and defines who and what we do as deacons. Each
week we open with prayer and share what is happening in our parishes or
dioceses. Then we move into reflecting about who we are and what we are
based on biblical, traditional, cultural, and personal perspectives. I had questions
or a piece of scripture prepared in the beginning and now that we know each
other better, anyone with a thought is comfortable starting the discussion. It
goes where it needs to.
Our roles are changing as the church is being redefined and transformed.
As we continue our discussions, we have become very excited about the future
of the church and the role it plays in the world. It is wonderful to talk
theologically with like minded people and is grounding my calling.
It makes me aware of the fact that we all need that kind of community and
support; a small group of people that have similar skills, and that can grow
together over time.
So my challenge for you is to think about the people you can call your
"people," your "tribe," and make an effort to connect and communicate with
them as part of your spiritual routine or discipline. If cooking brings you together,
that community of like minded people can begin to open up to growing spiritually
together, through a time of biblical or theological reflection. Maybe you can find a
book to read together, or talk about ways recipes in your families reflect the
spiritual values your grandma had. It doesn't matter where you start, just try
doing it as a spiritual discipline with the goal of supporting each other and
looking to each other for insights.
The same can work with music, sewing,
carpentry, sports, age, social issues, eating breakfast out..... whatever brings a
small group together is great. The purpose is to grow spiritually through
sharing, listening, and learning together on a regular basis. If you need ideas to
start, talk to me. I guarantee it will be as much a blessing for you as it has
been for me, and it is like a breath of fresh air during this crazy time we are
living in.
Yours in Christ,
Deacon Diana
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From the Wardens
Most of the September-October activity revolved around Stewardship, next
years budget process and the Rectory.
Crossroads House has begun to occupy the Rectory. We will be operating
under a temporary 90-day lease until a permanent one is in place. At first, they
will be using it for storage and to house training space for volunteers. They will
be paying St. James a flat utility fee until they can get the utilities sub-metered.
Stewardship 2021 is underway. It is not too late to get your pledge in. We
have two new pledges for next year, which is exciting. We started a month early
this year to have the campaign wrapped up before the budget process starts. We
would like to start this at the end of this month to have it completed by the
beginning of December. If you or your group is part of the budget, please get
you figures to the Finance Team as soon as possible.
On a side note, we have a new treasurer in Rick Iannello. Rick has a great deal
of experience in field of finance and will be a great asset to the Finance Team.
He will serve alongside Keith and Peter who will phase out between now and
February. If you see Pete or Keith please thank them for their long and faithful
service to St. James.
Jim Neider and Judy Essig
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St. James Communications
A team of people has been meeting since last fall to look at all of the
communications tools and methods that we use at St. James. We began with
internal communications and have now moved on to how we communicate with
the community. Our Facebook page, Website, press releases, community event
calendars and media special interest pages are all ways that we can send out the
wonderful message of what St. James is to the community.
Dawn Mark is our new chair of the ministry of Public Relations and
Marketing. As such, all communications put out to the public should be directed
to Dawn and she will see that the events, services, and happenings at St. James
will reach the eyes and ears of the community.
Thank you Dawn!
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ECW Update
The ECW Board met in early September in the parish hall. The following is a
synopsis of the meeting as well as other ECW news from the last few months.











The ECW contributed $1,500 towards the cleaning of the church
buildings in preparation for reopening.
A wireless doorbell has been purchased with ECW funds that will be
installed outside the east entrance. This will provide a way for visitors to
enter as well as additional security for staff and parishioners while in the
buildings.
The Thrift Store has reopened, resuming regular hours of Thursdays,
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Volunteers should sign-up at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-thrift
Donations of gently used, clean clothes and household goods are being
accepted. Please no electronics and furniture at this time. Many thanks
to all who have supported this effort.
Due to the pandemic, the annual “Thanksgiving in May” event was
cancelled. Frozen turkeys that were previously purchased for this event
are being donated to local charitable organizations.
The 2021 ECW budget as well as a revised Constitution and By-Laws will
be voted on at the November meeting for approval by the vestry in
November or December.
Discussion regarding Fish Frys for 2021 has begun. With the uncertainty
involving the pandemic, some preliminary conversation involved offering
only take-outs and a limited menu. Leadership is needed for the Fish Fry
efforts to continue.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 10th at 5:30 in the parish
hall with social distancing measures in place. All women of the church are
always welcomed!
Joan Ellison, ECW Board Chair
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REACHING BEYOND THE FOUR WALLS
There is so much good happening in the joint dioceses and I hope you are taking
advantage of some of them during this time of slow down.
 Sacred Ground has opened eyes and hearts of people to love all of God's
children and acknowledge the pain some groups of people have suffered at
the hands of others.
 Sunday services at the Cathedrals bring new voices for us to hear.
 We can all visit any other church service by checking their websites for
information. It is fun to see what others are doing.
 The pre-convention workshops are informational as well as inspirational. They
are recorded and can be viewed your leisure. Check the partnership website
for information. I would highly recommend watching the second workshop on
asset building because it will help St. James move forward.
 The convention is coming! While many of you are not interested in the
nitty gritty of the workings that go on in the diocese, you might enjoy the
worship service on Friday evening. I promise it will be a moving and
inspiring time of the beloved community coming together as one body. If you
don't feel connected to the diocese, this is a chance to participate and belong.
The preacher, Lester MacKenzie, is engaging. Others from the diocese have
heard him preach and love him. Don't miss this opportunity.
At St. James, there are still outreach ministries that are happening despite
Covid. Please consider donating to one of our outreach collections:
 backpacks for kids, (also winter coats, sz 14, 16, and adult sz. S-Lg., and
boots sz. Adult 6 and up for bigger jr. high kids)
 personal items for inmates
 items for migrant workers (big collection in January, but needs are all year)
 items for Connections
 mittens, hats, scarves, socks for Angel Tree (not too early to start)
 ECW and ingredients for pies and other goodies
 Our card ministry is always in need of stamps and cards. Leave them for
Anne Iannello or Bill Coughlin.
 The prayer partners are still looking for more volunteers to pray for
requests when they come.You would get a text which is confidential and pray
for that person. It only requires a personal commitment to hold others in
prayer each day. Let Harold O'dell know if you are interested.
Deacon Diana Leiker
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting of October 20, 2020
 The Very Rev. Colleen O’Connor, Dean of the Genesee Deanery was an
invited guest to explain the history of the Genesee Initiative and how St.
James could interface with it.
 Rick Iannello was approved as co-treasurer. He has worked in accounting
and finance for many years. Rick’s appointment as a co-treasurer is until
the Annual Meeting in January.
 The Property Committee is working on improving the air quality in the
nave.
 Our Fall Stewardship drive continues. If you haven’t already, please submit
you cards! Thank you to all who have submitted their 2021 pledges.
Property Committee Report
Preserve-A-Stone Masonry Restoration and Waterproofing has completed work on
this year’s masonry repair priorities for the church:
1)
Repair and re-pointing of the north (main) chimney, including repair
of the concrete cap
2)
Filling the exterior vertical joints and repairing spalled cast stone
around the perimeter of stained glass window located at the south
end of the nave
3)
Repair and re-pointing of the west chimney, including repair of the
concrete cap
4)
Renovation of the southeast entrance interior, including exterior
masonry repair
5)
Repair of the southeast buttress, located to the right of the south
entrance to the nave
The Vestry approved additional work, due to the very favorable pricing received
on the initial quotes:
1)
Repair of the deteriorated interior wall sections, at ceiling level, both
left and right of the stained glass window at the south end of the
nave
2)
Repair of the bowed plaster on the interior west wall, between the
front entrance and the glass partition
We commend owner, James Kohl, for his enthusiasm, attention to detail and
quality craftsmanship.
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The repaired areas are now ready for painting.
Many thanks, also, to everyone who’s contributions to Bricks and Mortar make
this work possible, since none of the funding for these projects is derived from
parishioner stewardship pledging.
Please contact a member of the Property Committee with any question which
you may have regarding the St. James 12-Year Capital Improvement and Major
Maintenance Plan.
Dave Lange
Property Committee Chair
Prison Ministry
By Diane S Cox, Parish Nurse

Matthew 5
Salt and Light13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under people's feet.14 “You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that[b] they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
The inmates at the local county jail have been affected by COVID-19 in
many ways, ways that are very similar or different to ours. We at the jail are still
on lockdown: no one in, no one out, no visitation, this includes families, children,
no lawyers, no pastoral care and sadly nothing for the inmates.
I reached out to authority (Superintendent and Sheriff) to bring spirituality
to the inmates. I researched and researched prison ministry and with my Kairos
experience formed groups called “Reflections” where we discussed God’s seven
gifts, and the Sunday gospel. I started early March and we continued until
approximately July. I obtained bibles and The Daily Bread; both versions are in
Spanish and English, New Testament pocket version and other resources for the
inmates. I have reached out to churches to write notes of support. I have
received over 150 notes of support and prayers to distribute, and approximately
75 crocheted prayer squares (thank you St James).
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My ministry of the present and future is what can we as St James, friends
of St James and friends of friends provide to the inmates. Incarceration of
human beings will forever be ongoing. These personal need items are items that
the inmates need; they are not luxury items, but items unavailable to county
inmates in their commissary. These personal need items do not need to be full
size containers and maybe purchased at the Dollar Tree or other discount stores.
Full size containers are acceptable; please note the contents will be distributed in
medicine cups per individual. If unable to shop, please contact me if you would
like to make a monetary donation.
Inmates at the jail still do not have visitation by their families nor other services;
so I am continuing to minister in the presence daily to their requests of spiritual
needs and support as they arise individually.
These items can be dropped off at the church in a box in the back or contact me
and I will pick up 585-748-6334. Thank you
These personal need items are available at the Dollar Tree or any store – Items
are requested for male inmates at Gen County Jail:
Cheater Readers (glasses 1.0, 1.25, 1.50, 1.75 2.0, 2.25, 2.50, 2.75, 3.00
several pairs of each strength please
Deodorant for men
*Grease for dark skin /hair
*Vaseline
*Shampoo/ conditioner
Breathe Right strips
Sugar free cough drops
*Body lotion ex: Eucerin, Cerave
Toe and finger nail clippers
Poly grip for dentures
Dental Floss
*Large containers/tubes are acceptable; I will dispense into medicine cups for
management. Inmates are issued: toothbrush, toothpaste and basic soap.
Parish Nurse Diane Cox BSN-RN
Walgreens is offering no-cost contactless COVID-19 testing at select locations in
partnership with the PWN health provider network. https://nwww.walgreens.com/findcare/covid19/testing?ban=covid_testing_modal#!
Testing is available at no cost to eligible individuals who meet the criteria
established by the CDC and state and federal guidelines. At the testing locations,
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Walgreens pharmacy team oversees the patients; self-administration of the
COVIC-19 test.
1.
A quick screening survey is on the website to see if you are eligible for
testing.
2.
If you are eligible you will choose a location and time for your COVID-19
test appointment. At the testing site.
3.
You will remain in your vehicle with the window rolled up.
4.
A Walgreens pharmacy team member will help you perform the test
yourself using a nasal swab. For minors a parent or legal guardian will need
to be present during the self-administration of the COVID-=19 test.
5.
Your test results and contact information wil be sent to PWN health.
6.
Get results from PWN health.
Types of testing: The RT-PCR Diagnostic Panel is used to detect genetic material
(mRNA) of the coronavirus and will be sent to a laboratory to determine results
within 3 days. The Rapid Point of Care (POC) test also detects genetic material of
the virus with results available within 24 hours
Timing for results will vary by location and depend on the type of test taken.
Patients will be notified of their results online, by mail or phone call.
RT-PCR Diagnostic Panel Test: Patients can expect to receive results in three
days.
Rapid Point-of-Care Test: Patients can expect to receive results within 24
hours.
430 Spencerport Rd., Rochester NY 14606 Rapid Point of Care POC test
670 Thurston Rd., Rochester, NY14619 RTPCR Diagnostic Panel
10 Young St., Tonawanda, NY 14150 RTPCR Diagnostic Panel
3488 Main St, Buffalo, NY 14214 RTPCR Diagnostic Panel
Also, please be aware that there are problems occurring with the handling of the
testing kits. I personally know of several cases. If you do not receive results with
the time described; you must call and investigate the situation.
The holidays are fast approaching. The news is suggesting not have large family
gatherings. Micro clusters of COVID-19 are developing due to the change in the
virus and individuals are not showing signs or symptoms of the virus. The media
is suggesting to avoid large family gatherings.
Remember to DO the 5…..Hands, wash often, Elbow, cough into it, Face, don’t
touch it, Feet, social distance 6 feet apart or more, and Sick, don’t socialize.
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Face mask always on properly (over nose and mouth) out in public when others
are around.
 Blood pressures will be returning; hopefully soon.
 Flu shoots all the pharmacies are offering them.
 Feel free to contact me with any health/medical concerns or questions.
585-748-6334 call or text, and dscox@rochester.rr.com.
Praying for everyone’s good health
Connections: Migrant Ministry Program
A Call for Help
Dear Fellow Christians,
Last year the Genesee County ecumenical group, Connections, supported Father
Ivan's (Resurrection Parish, Batavia) migrant ministry by gathering items for him
to present to incoming migrant men. Because of Covid (and churches not
worshiping as a body) we are way behind. Father Ivan did state that he still has
a need for the items below at the various camps where he ministers.
If you have the heart for missions, the list is below:
Socks (must cover the ankle)
Ball caps (new or clean used)
Toothpaste
Toothbrush
T-shirts (large or XL, short sleeved)
Disposable razors
Shaving cream
Bar of soap
Shampoo
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Towel (terry)
Plastic shopping bags (to load it all in)
All items should be new and unused except for ball caps (they love all kinds of
advertising on the hats!) Please help if you can.
Blessings!
Pastor Pam Klotzbach, First Baptist Church, Batavia
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More Friends in the Pews to Meet!!!

13

The St. James Hand Bell Choir
The St. James Hand Bell Choir, led by Dawn Mark, is made up of
a group of eight to ten ringers who perform a variety of music on
two octaves of hand bells and hand chimes. We normally
rehearse once a week from October through April and typically
perform during the Christmas and Easter season. Playing in the
ensemble is a great way to learn how to read music although this knowledge is
not necessary to begin and you can learn as you go. There are also solo and
small group experiences at various levels for those who are interested. Please
contact Dawn at Musdmark@aol.com or call 585 547-2372 for more information.

November Birthdays
Nov. 4

Tim Morris

Nov 9

Dean Perry

Nov 13

Phyllis Draycott

Nov 16

Jacque Sofia

Nov 19

Terry McGuire

Nov 22

Joanne Fleming

Nov 25

Pat Merrill

Nov 27

Rose Rumery

Nov 28

Cindy Baird
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When offering your prayers at home
please include the following people who
are loved ones of our parish family:
Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy,
Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth,
Jessica, Mark, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne, Donna, Jenett, Richie

For those serving in our military:
Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael,
Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor

The Pie Sale & Basket Raffle Is Coming!
The Fundraising Team is working with ECW to wrap up 2020 with our third
annual Pie Sale/Basket Raffle on Friday, 11/20, 4-6pm and Saturday, 11/21,
10am-2pm. It is coming together nicely - apple and pumpkin pies are deliciously
ready! We still need donations for basket fillings (gift cards are always popular)
if you are so inclined. Then, of course, attendance those days – please be sure
to wear your mask.
Your support is absolutely necessary for the success of these events and
we are so grateful for the many folks involved in a variety of ways. If you have
questions, want to help but aren’t sure how, please reach out to Dorian at 3565359 or catch Missi in the kitchen.
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Lay Ministries Schedule for November & December 6th

November 8

November 15

November 22

November 29

December 6

EM1

Jo-Ann Bestine

Diane Cox

Judy Essig

Terry McGuire

Barb King

EM2

Barb King

Terry McGuire

Jo-Ann Bestin

Diane Cox

Judy Essig

Lesson 1

Lilo Townsend

Bette Rung

Jim Ellison

Liz Findlay

Joan Ellison

Lesson 2

Liz Findlay

Diane Cox

Joan Ellison

Lilo Townsend

Jim Ellison

Prayers of
the people

Larry Belluscio

Steve Hawley

Rose Rumery

Diane Cox

Rose Rumery

Usher/Greeter

Jane McKeehan
Bill Coughlin

Kathy & Larry
Belluscio

Dean Perry
Larry Belluscio

Jane McKeehan
Rich Geitner

Dean Perry
Bill Coughlin

Closer

Larry Belluscio

Dave Lange

Jim Neider

Larry Belluscio

Dave Lange

Can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org
and Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia

If you are unable to serve at a scheduled time,
please find a sub and notify the parish office

If you are scheduled and cannot serve please find a sub and call the parish office 343-6802 ext-1
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St. James Calendar
Nov 8

Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church and on Zoom
To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988
11:15 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class in the Music Room and on Zoom
To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988
Nov 9
3:30 p.m.

Finance Team Meeting in the Music Room and on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378

Nov 10
1:00 p.m.

Vestry Reports Due.
Send via email to saint.james2@outlook.com

5:30 p.m.

ECW Board Meeting in Guild Room and on Zoom

7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery
To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624

Nov 11
Bible Discussion Group in Music Room and on Zoom
12:00 p.m. To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457
or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457
Nov 12
9:00 a.m.

Thrift Shop Open
thru 2:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery
To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624

Nov 15

Please reserve your spot at our service at Signup Genius:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4ea9ae2aa3fe3-service

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist in the Church and Zoom
To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988
11:15 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class in the Music Room and Zoom
To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988
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10:00 a.m. Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m.

https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0.

If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use
code 127336938#
Nov 16
3:30 p.m.

Finance Team Meeting in the Music Room and on Zoom
to join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378

7:00 p.m.

Field of Honor Planning Team Meeting in the Parish Hall and on
Zoom

Nov 17
7:00 p.m.

Vestry Meeting on Zoom
To join go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/93613259917

7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery
To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624

Nov 18
9:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Rupprecht Fund Advisory Committee in the Guild and on Zoom
To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88107371013
Bible Discussion Group in Music Room and on Zoom
To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457
or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457
Internal Communications Team Meeting in Music Room and on
Zoom To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232

Nov 19
9:00 a.m.

Thrift Shop Open
thru 2:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery
To join go to
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624

Nov 20
4:00 p.m.

Basket Raffle and Pie Sale
to 6:00 p.m.

Nov 21
10:00 a.m.

Basket Raffle and Pie Sale
to 2:00 p.m.
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St. James Episcopal Church
405 East Main Street
Batavia, NY 14020

Check out our website and Facebook for
online worship opportunities

Everyone is Welcome!
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector
rector.stjames@outlook.com
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen
Wardens:
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com
Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org
Vestry:
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins
Treasurers: Peter Mark, Keith Price and Rick Iannello
Office Phone: 585-343-6802
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com
Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia
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