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Pathways to a Holy Lent
Dear Friends,
Lent is a journey in which we are called to find a closer relationship with God, in which we seek a
straighter path to the kind of life God has designed for us.
Spiritual journeys are very much like physical trips. We have a destination, we choose a path,
sometimes we get off-track or we get distracted. Obstacles, roadblocks, flotsam and jetsam gather
and hinder our progress. In this season of Lent, let us all strive to find our path, to clear obstacles
out of our way as we seek a closer relationship with God.
We are blessed with so many useful, meaningful and beautiful possessions. But sometimes too many
possessions become a burden and keep us from enjoying the simply beauty of our creation and the
possessions that we truly value, that bring us joy. Instead of being a blessing, too much “stuff” may
actually become obstacles in our path. Deacon Diana has brought us “Forty Days—Forty Items”—a
Lenten activity where we can experience the intersection of the spiritual and the practical during this
holy season. “Forty Days—Forty Items” is both a practical and spiritual exercise to clean house.
Each day of Lent, identify an item that you have that you don’t really need. Deacon Diana has
provided collection bags. Place an item in your bag each day and bring the filled bag to church on
the Sundays in Lent. The items will be sorted and distributed to the Thrift Shop, Migrant Ministry,
Linen Closet, and Food Pantries. With each item that you place in the bag say a word of gratitude for
all of the blessings that you have. Imagine how the item that you are sharing will bring joy or
provide help to a person who has so much less.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

With prayers for a Holy Lent,
Your sister in Christ,
Mother Bonnie+
1

Diakonia Musings
The disciples were on Mount Tabor with Jesus, learning how to pray by listening with expectation.
Lent is like that; a time to practice listening to god as we open our hearts and minds to the
possibilities of God calling us into action. It is a time of getting rid of cobwebs, brushing off our
dusty kneelers and walking shoes, and finding a way to be silent and feel grounded in a hectic and
demanding world. We might find time for reflection and silence by sitting in a dark church. Maybe
we could use a kneeler or cushion in a corner of our bedroom or study and remain in silence, just
kneeling until we can't any more.
Lenten prayer doesn't always have to be sad and solemn, but it has to be sincere. It is important to
You might find that this is a perfect time to go visit a butterfly museum or botanical gardens and
walk or sit among God's beauty, feeling part of God's good creation. You might find that journaling
helps keep you focused so write and then listen, write and listen. Reflect on what you are learning
about yourself. Let the layers of who you are to the world peel away and reveal who you are called
to be in Christ.
One Lenten season, I did a painting a week that reflected the gospels and another church member
wrote poems to go with the paintings. Too much? Try baking bread and as you kneed the dough,
repeat a mantra until you realize that you have stopped talking but are still kneading. Then marvel
at the way the yeast causes the dough to rise, thanking God for the opportunity to be leaven for the
gospel.
Listen to music and let the thoughts in your mind drop away one at a time. Let God speak to your
heart.
As you fill your bags with the things you no longer need, pray about what you have and how you are
blessed beyond measure before selecting items to donate. The world is counting on us to spread the
gospel of Christ and the best way to show them is by helping those in need.
Lent is a time to rest, reflect, renew, resurrect, and rejoice. May we all take the time to pray with the
expectation that if we are listening, God will speak.
Deacon Diana
March Happy Birthdays!
We pray God's blessing be with you on your special and every day.
Jo-Ann Bestine, 03/02, Connie Findlay, 03/08,Cathy Judkins, 03/09,
Russ Dvoroznak, 03/11, Dillon Hirsch, 03/11, Theresa Kershner, 03/20
Rachael Best, 03/21 Sharon Pinney, 03/23, Barb Pierce,
03/24, Corky Best, 03/24, Pat Roblee, 03/27, Judy Essig, 03/27
Elizabeth Colantonio, 03/30
Prayer Corner
When offering your prayers to the Lord at home
please include the following people who are
loved ones of our parish family:
Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla,
Venus, Debbie, Paul, Beth, Cathy, Wendy,
Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Maureen, Dave,
Bob, Charlene, Brian, Jessica and Hari
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Senior Warden’s Report
I hope everyone survived the wind storm. It appears the church got through it ok. I always thought
that March was the windy month. Statistics show that actually it is February. So I guess it was
nothing out of the ordinary.
March is a very important month for us at St. James- especially this one. First, we will have our new
Resident Sexton in place on the first. As I’ve noted before, he already has been hard at work
sprucing up Rectory and lending a hand around the church grounds, particularly with snow removal.
Please greet Clinton and his family in the usual warm St. James manner if you see him around.
March is also the start of Lent- Ash Wednesday being the 6th. The schedule of services is in the
bulletin and this newsletter. Lent, of course, means Fish Fry Fridays. It’s not too late to sign up to
help out if you have not participated before. See Wayne J. or Jim E.
A huge thank you to Pete Mark and Keith Price for agreeing to continue as our Treasurers for another
year. Both of these individuals do great work- much of it under the radar. If you want to know how
we earn our money or how we spend it, these are the guys to ask. The two of them along with the
Wardens, Parish Administrator and Rector compose the Finance Team.
Lastly, the United Way Day of Caring is scheduled for Wednesday May 22nd. This year we will be
concentrating on the Rectory grounds which need some serious attention. They have been neglected
for quite some time. See me if you would like to help these volunteers.
Jim Neider, Senior Warden












Vestry Highlights February 19, 2019
Merrill Lynch Presentation by Michael Reich in which he talked about our investments
and how they are working. He said daily he is cautiously optimistic about the future. The
Market was down about 3% at the end of last year but is up 7% so far this year.
Maintenance Team Report: Russ Dvoroznak noted that in the last year, many people have
volunteered to do minor repair jobs around the church, but they have not been done. Most
things just need just minimal skills to accomplish. They are thinking of turning the heat in the
sanctuary down 2 degrees to see if we can save money on heat yet still stay comfortable.
Peter Mark and Keith Price were reappointed as co-treasurers.
Cathy Judkins was reappointed as clerk of the vestry with Bette Rung reappointed as acting
clerk.
Rupprecht Fund Budget: The Rupprecht Fund budget, that had previously been approved,
had to be amended. $150 more had to be added to payroll fees. Pat Roblee has been working
with Wal-Mart to come up with new procedures for the Fund.
The ECW was thanked for the work it does. It is sponsoring a woman’s retreat in March, paid
for the mats in the hallways, helped fund the chair lift and the indoor ramp, and hosts funeral
receptions.
Altar Guild: The vestry approved Kathy Belluscio, the Altar Guild Directress, proposal to
purchase a safe to store our liturgical silver and parish record books.
Clerk Cathy Judkins noted that more storage space is needed for the vestry files.
Kitchen Issues: It was decided to devise a checklist of procedures to be carried out when
using the kitchen.
For the Good of the Order:
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o Jim Neider is looking in to having blood drives in the parish hall. This might result in our
receiving a defibrillator.
o The chairlift has been inspected and approved for use.
o Day of Caring is on May22nd. ECW will provide lunch. The focus will be to clean and
clear lawn behind Rectory.
o Respite Care Program: 6 people have been trained by the Alzheimer’s Association There
will a second session in the evening. The program will offer care on the second Monday
of the month for 4 hours. More volunteers are needed as there is a 1 to 1 ratio of staff
to client.
o Diane Cox, our Parish Nurse, will purchase supplies for 2 first aid kits.
Catherine Judkins, Clerk of the Vestry
Property Committee Report
The Handicap Accessibility project has been completed with the installation of the stair lift!!! Many
thanks to the Episcopal Church Women and one of our parish families for funding this long awaited
work.
This spring, our contractors will be returning to complete exterior painting work on the Parish Hall
and stucco/wood portion of the church, and re-coating of the low-pitched/flat roof sections. This
work was approved and funded by the Vestry in 2018.
In addition, a masonry repair project at the church, and replacement of a bedroom window in the
rectory, will be recommended to the Vestry at their March meeting. This work is consistent with St.
James’ 12-Year Capital Improvement Plan and would be funded by parishioner’s contributions to the
Bricks and Mortar Project which was initiated in 2018. This approach was recommended by the
Finance Team in an effort to minimize the drawdown of St. James’ endowment.
Much has been accomplished! Many thanks to ALL for your contribution of ‘time, talent and
treasure,’ ensuring that the progress continues.
Dave Lange, Property Committee Chair
Outreach
A big outreach commitment this month is the "40 days-40 items" Lenten discipline that St. James
has initiated. The project is sponsored by the EFM class whose members will sort and deliver the
donations to the appropriate ministries. These include: our own Thrift Store, the Linen Pantry at St.
Peter's Episcopal Church, Father Ivan's Migrant Workers, and the food pantry.
The other commitment is to the continued preparation and training of volunteers for the Respite Care
Program that will be starting up when all the pieces fit together. St. James has decided to go
through the Alzheimer's Association for training and support in this new ministry. There will be
another training on a Tuesday evening for anyone that has not expressed an interest yet. We had
six volunteers trained in February and eight names for the next session. Diane Cox and Diana Leiker
will keep you posted.
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Forward Day by Day
Forward Day by Day is on the counter at the rear (Main Street end) of the nave. It is a booklet of
daily meditations and accompanying scripture. One meditation for each day of February, March and
April.
Welcome Charles Bradley
Our organist, Dave Lange is on vacation and this morning we welcome to the organ bench Charles
Bradley. It is a pleasure to have him with us!
Fish Fry Season Is Here! Dessert Donations Needed
We could use some donations to bake our yummy desserts: instant lemon pudding, canned blueberry
pie filling, canned cherry pie filling, canned cranberry, canned strawberry, Crisco Shortening, Jif or
Peter Pan Peanut Butter, graham crackers, flour, sugar, confectionary sugar, and frozen
strawberries. Thank you Sue.
It's a Tea Party!
On Sunday, May 5, 2019 St. James will once again offer our community the opportunity to enjoy a
lovely tea in our parish hall. Please join us for a planning meeting on Tuesday, February 12th
following the ECW meeting. We will begin at 7:30 p.m. Any questions or if you would like to help
but are unable to attend the meeting, please contact Dorian Ely at 585-356-5359.
Paper Recycle Bin
The green and yellow recycle bin that has been in the east parking lot has been relocated. It is now
in the north parking lot behind the church. We would like to encourage you to continue bring in your
discarded, recyclable paper. The church does receive a payment for the paper collected, based on
weight. A simple way to help.
Hats and Mittens
Christmas 2019 is still a long ways away. However, this is a good time to pick
up some sales on winter wear. Despite the bitter cold, many stores are already
marking down their hats, scarves, and gloves. Although we don’t know who will
get these items, there is always a need in our community for warm clothing. So
as you pass through a store, check out the prices on winter items and see if you
can find a real bargain. There is already a box started for donations for our
Angel Tree 2019.
Don’t Forget Scrip!
We had our best Christmas Scrip sales this past December. Let’s keep up the energy and pace with
this easy fundraising program. Whether for gifts or the shopping that you regularly do, please think
about purchasing Scrip Cards from St. James. We receive a percentage of each card sold; you pay
and receive the face value of the card. Easy and Win-Win! Here are the cards that we currently
have on hand for cash (or check) and carry sales:
All Cards are $25 unless noted otherwise.
Tops: $25, $50 and $100. Amazon $25, Arby’s $10, Applebee’s, Bed, Bath and Beyond, Denny’s,
Domino’s, CVS $25 and $100, Dunkin Donuts $10, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Home Depot, KFC $5, JoAnn, JC Penny, Kohl’s, Lowe’s, Marshall’s/TJ Maxx, Michaels, Panera Bread, Pizza Hut, Olive Garden,
Peebles/Beall’s, Subway $10, Rite Aid, Tim Horton’s $10, Red Lobster, Walgreens, Walmart $25 and
$100, Wendy’s $10.
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Utility Costs for the Month of February
Here are our utilities costs paid in February. Please help conserve our
resources by turning out lights when you don’t need them. If you are the
last one out of the building, please make sure the windows are shut, the
lights are out and the door is locked behind you. If you have any
questions at all on how to do this, please contact a warden.
Fuel - $2,342.28
Electric - $196.95
St. James Church
Easter 2019
Contributions for Easter Flowers in honor of, or in memory of, our loved ones are now being
accepted. If you are interested in making a contribution please fill out this form and attach it to your
check. They may be placed in the offering plate, mailed to or dropped off at the church office.
Names must be received before Monday, April 15th.
In memory/honor of:

Given by:
_______________________________________________________________________
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Recipe Corner
Fire Roasted tomato and Basil Soup
We enjoyed this delicious soup at our last Soup Sunday.
2 cups of broth (I used vegetable)
2 - 14.5 oz. cans of fire roasted tomatoes.
6 cloves of garlic
1 yellow onion
1/2 teas black pepper
2 teas of sugar or Splenda
1 cup heavy cream (or ½ brick cream cheese)
¼ to ½ cup chopped fresh basil.
Cut onion in chunks, throw whole cloves of garlic into slow cooker along with other ingredients.
Cook on High for 4 hours or on low for 8 hours.
After cooking use an emulsion device to blend ingredients to form a purée or a blender but be careful
soup is hot!
After blending: Approximately 1/2 to 1 hour before serving add 1 cup heavy cream or to make
lactose free add 1/2 brick cream cheese (which I used but I doubled recipe). Stir cream cheese
completely until mixed and 1/4-1/2 cup chopped fresh basil.
Heat for approximately 1 hour.
I’m heavy on garlic and fresh basil..
Serve with grilled cheese sandwiches, or sour cream or both!!! Enjoy!!!
Contributed by Diane Cox
News from the Diocese
The R. William Franklin Fund
The Trustees of the Diocese established the R. William Franklin Fund as an endowment fund in honor
of Bishop Bill's Episcopate. This fund will be used to assist projects that reflect the Bishop's Web of
Grace initiatives. To make a contribution to this fund, checks may be sent to the Diocesan Offices at
1064 Brighton Rd Tonawanda, NY 14150 with "The Franklin Fund" in the memo line.
Treasurer and Audit Team Training
On Saturday May 11 there will be a treasurer training from 10-11:30 am and audit team training from
12:30-2:00 pm at the Diocesan Ministry Center.
Who should attend? Anyone who is relatively new to the position of treasurer in their parish, anyone
who wishes to be trained as an audit team member, and/ or current treasurers and audit team
members looking for a refresher.
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To make sure the parishes in most need for these trainings are accommodated we ask that every
participant be recommended for the training by their parish leadership (priest, warden or vestry).
Application is found here: https://goo.gl/forms/v6SdYWf44C8WBy7r1
Farewell Bishop Franklin
There are three farewell events for Bishop Bill, two regional gatherings and one more formal service
to “Pass the Crozier” from Bishop Bill to Bishop Sean, followed by a reception at the Guaranty
Building. Mark your calendars now!
Regional Gathering One, Sunday March 17, at St. James, Batavia, 3 pm to 4:30 pm.
Regional Gathering Two: Saturday March 23 at St. Luke’s, Jamestown, 3pm-4:30 pm.
These Regional Gatherings are designed to be “good old fashioned church potlucks,” so plan on
bringing your best “dish to share” and have an opportunity to say good-bye to Bishop Bill.
A Service of Good-Bye and Hello Update
On Sunday April 7 at 3 pm at St. Paul's Cathedral, Buffalo, there will be a service to celebrate Bishop
Bill's ministry among us and welcome Bishop Sean as our Bishop Provisional. A reception will follow
the service at The Admiral Room at the Marin, 237 Main Street. Limited free parking in the
parking garage across the street from The Admiral Room will be available especially for those who
may have difficulty walking three blocks to the venue. A parking voucher may be obtained from an
usher before or after the service at the Cathedral.

Please plan on joining Bishop Bill at one (or all!!) of these events. PLEASE no ducks…if you wish to
do something to honor the Bishop, donations to the Franklin Fund are most appreciated!
EYE20 Planning Team Applications Open
Applications for youth interested in serving on the Planning Team for the 2020 Episcopal Youth Event
(EYE20) are now being accepted. To be eligible for the Planning Team, youth applicants must be
currently enrolled in grades 9 - 11 and be a communicant in good standing in an Episcopal Church
congregation. In addition, all applicants must be available to travel unaccompanied on the following
dates: October 3-6, 2019, January 30 - February 2, 2020, April 16-19, 2020, July 5-11, 2020
The online application is available here: http://dfms.formstack.com/forms/eye20youthapplication
The deadline for receiving applications is March 17, 2019 by 5 pm EST.
EYE20 will mark the 14th EYE, which remains a popular and well-attended event. EYE will be open to
Episcopal youth in grades 9-12 during the 2019-2020 academic year and their adult mentors.
EYE20 is scheduled for July 7-11, 2020. The registration process and additional details about the
event will be available Fall of 2019. The location has not yet been announced.
Unfamiliar with Episcopal Youth Event? Read about EYE here:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/episcopal-youth-event
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH AND FIRST OF APRIL
March 10

March 17

March 24

March 31

April 7

EM 1

Jack Kershner

Terry McGuire

Diane Cox

Jo-Ann Bestine

Russ Dvoroznak

EM 2

Bonnie Dvoroznak

Keith Price

Carol Queal

Barb Gray

Jack Kershner

Chantry EM

Carol Queal

Barb Gray

Jack Kershner

Judy Essig

Diane Cox

1st Lesson

Keith Price

Liz Findlay

Bill Hawkins

Jim Neider

Amy Celentano

2nd Lesson

Diane Cox

Bette Rung

Jack Kershner

Terry McGuire

Joan Ellison

Prayers of the
People

Jim Neider

Steve Hawley

Chip McGuire

Liz Findlay

Wayne Judkins

Acolytes

Nichole Essig
Rich Geitner

Judy Essig
Scott Essig

Abby Bestine
Jo-Ann Bestine

Diane Cox
Rich Geitner

Keith Price
Jo-Ann Bestine

Ushers

Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Diane & Kevin
Skelton

Kathy & Larry
Belluscio

Jane McKeehan
Bill Coughlin

Nancy Harrington
Dean Perry

Greeters

Bonnie Smith
Diane & Kevin Skelton

Rich Geitner
Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan
Chip McGuire

Bonnie Smith
Dean Perry
Larry Belluscio

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan

Element Bearers

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan

Jolene & Dick
Folger

Donna Kauffman
Carol Queal

Donna Kauffman
Bill Coughlin

Diane & Kevin
Skelton

Coffee Hour

Please sign up in
the parish hall

Please sign up in
the parish hall

Please sign up in
the parish hall

Ayaki, Maki,
Hana, Kana

Please sign up in
the parish hall

Altar Guild

Karen Odell
Harold Odell
Kathy Belluscio

Pat Roblee
Jolene Folger

Bette Rung
Carol Queal
Bill Coughlin

Jo-Ann Bestine
Joanne Fleming
Donna Kauffman

Karen Odell
Harold Odell
Kathy Belluscio

Building Closer

Larry Belluscio

Jim Neider

Larry Belluscio

Dave Lange

Jim Neider

Can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org
And Facebook at
St. James Episcopal Church Batavia

There was a computer problem this month. Of the ~40 addresses
that the request for availability was sent, only 8 were returned. I
have spoken to many of the people and responses were returned
but not received. The schedule was made up without the
information. I apologize for any inconvenience and will find
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Subs where needed.

The St. James Calendar
Sun, Mar 10

Mon, Mar 11
Tues, Mar 12

Wed, Mar 13

Thu, Mar 14
Fri, Mar 15
Sun, Mar 17

Mon, Mar 18
Tue, Mar 19
Wed, Mar 20

Thu, Mar 21

9:00 am – 9:45 am
10:00 am – 11:15 am
10:00 am – 10:45 am
11:15 am – 12 00 pm
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
7:30 pm – 8:30 pm
11:00 am – 11:30 am
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
9:00 am – 10:30 pm
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
9:00 am – 9:45 am
10:00 am – 11:15 am
10:00 am – 10:45 am
11:15 am – 12 00 pm
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
11:00 am – 11:30 am
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Our Faith Discussion Group
EFM Class, Judkin's Home, Corfu, NY
Gen Chorale Rehearsal, Parish Hall
Vestry Reports Due
Holy Eucharist @ Premier Gen
Nursing Home
Outreach Meeting
ECW Meeting
Fundraising Meeting
Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
Bible Discussion Group
Rupprecht Fund Advisory Committee
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Vocal Choir Rehearsal
Thrift Store is Open
Finance Team Meeting
Wardens Meeting
2nd Lenten Fish Fry
Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Our Faith Discussion Group
EFM Class, Judkin's Home, Corfu, NY
Gen Chorale Rehearsal, Parish Hall
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
Bible Discussion Group
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Vocal Choir Rehearsal
Thrift Store is Open
Wardens Meeting
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St. James Episcopal Church
405 East Main Street
Batavia, NY 14020
Sunday Worship Service:
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Weekday Services
Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Genesee
County Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at
The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor
Everyone is Welcome!
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector
rector.stjames@outlook.com
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Paula Alker
Wardens:
Sr. Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com
Jr. Warden: Russ Dvoroznak, (585) 737-1577, Russ3473@yahoo.com
Vestry:
Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely,
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry,
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins
Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price
Office Phone: 585-343-6802
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com
Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia
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