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Dear Friends,
Love is patient, but am I? I’m not sure that I always want to answer that question.
A wise friend and counselor wrote to the new Christians in the city of Corinth to encourage them in
their new lives. He reminded them that even when life is difficult, when it throws unexpected or
unwelcome events in our path that we are a people of hope and faith. And sometimes that means
being nothing but patient.
February is a good month to practice patience. Winter is heavy, cold and seemingly endless. We
know spring is coming, but when? Faith and hope tell us one thing and our daily experience seems
to point us in another way. Yet, even in the deep, dark depths of February there is sunshine and
light. We celebrate St. Valentine’s day in this cold season to remind us that even the coldest days of
our lives are warmed by love.
When your day is cold, try to make it warmer for someone else. When the day is difficult for you,
seek to give another person courage and hope. Love is patient and kind, and love encourages us to
seek these qualities in ourselves. Love is patient, and God is too. So, we keep trying!
Best wishes for a warm and patient month!
Your sister in Christ,
Mother Bonnie+

Love is patient; love is kind;
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.
The First Letter of Paul to the Christians in Corinth 13:4-7, 13
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Diakonia Musings
As I sit and write this during the winter storm, I can see the birds outside my window. They come to
my feeders every day, knowing they will be feed. Today, with the snow piling up and the frigid wind
blowing snow around, they are barely visible to me. Yet, they anticipate that there will be food for
them. If the supply gets too buried by the snow or depleted by the abundance of birds and squirrels
that are eating, they will wait patiently in the trees, watching for me to take more seeds and meal
worms out and sprinkle them in the cleared area below the feeders. In this kind of weather, eating
the right kind of food gives them heat and energy to stay warm.
It is the same for us, God's children. Like the birds that I take care of, God can be counted on to take
care of us. We gather at church for services to be feed by prayers, scripture, music, words, and the
eucharist. We gather in community to share a meal with each other. We are feed by the love of
friends and family that imitate the love of Christ for us. And during the storms of our lives, it is nice
to know that God does not abandon us as we wait patiently in the trees. The love of God for each
one of us, from the tiniest sparrow to the biggest crows, from the nasty bluejays to the predatory
hawks, is absolute, and nothing we do will interfere with that reality. The creator always takes care of
us.
Outreach
In the coming weeks, Diane Cox and I are going to meet with people about the respite care ministry,
making sure we are associated with the right organizations to meet our needs. We will keep you
posted on our progress. Thank you to all of you that have signed up so far and we look forwards to
hearing from more of you so we can make this a reality. Jesus called us to look out for each other
and especially to those that are marginalized. This is a wonderful way to answer this call to a
communal ministry.
You can volunteer once a month, once every few months, or a few times a year. It's up to you how
often you want to assist. Each month we need enough volunteers to be one on one with a guest,
someone to help with music/games/projects, and two people to make, serve, and clean up lunch.
There is a two hour training for all involved which will give us many hints, insights, and ideas about
working with those who suffer from memory loss. Prayerfully consider giving of your time and talent.
If you are interested in helping out with the card ministry, help would be appreciated. The
commitment would involve getting cards for shut-ins signed and sent out about 6 times a year or
every other month.
If you want to be part of the prayer chain, let Deacon Diana know and your name will be added to
the group list. If you are in need of confidential prayers, contact Harold O'dell (585) 813-2933 or Jack
Kershner (585) 813-9307.
If you are interested in sitting in on the outreach team
Forty Days—Forty Items
Wednesday, March 6 , is the first day of Lent. Are you looking for a meaningful way to observe this
season? Instead of just giving up something, what do you think about sharing it instead? No not ice
cream, chocolate, or wine! Something of use, something of substance, something needed by
someone else.
th
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Each day of Lent, offer something you do not really need to someone else. Take the item, put it in
the bag provided, and bring that bag to church each Sunday in Lent. We will sort them out and
distribute them appropriately. The Thrift Shop, Migrant Ministry, The Linen closet, and Food Pantries
will all benefit from your giving, so please no useless, broken, or dirty items. How many pairs of
socks, sweaters, shirts, coats, linens, pots and pans, tools, cans of corn, soup, applesauce, do you
really need? Please consider sharing your abundance with those who have less.
The bags will be available in the back of the church beginning March 3rd.
“They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your
delights.” Psalm 36:8
Give and it will be given to you….For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
Luke 6:38
Senior Warden’s Report
As a congregation we have another Annual Meeting under our belt. We had quite a good turnout
considering the rather nasty weather conditions. A lot of information was presented and many good
questions were asked and answered, I hope to everyone’s satisfaction. If that is not the case, please
see myself, Mother Bonnie, Barb, Russ, Keith, or Pete for clarification. Also, if you were unable to
attend you can pick up the Annual Report Booklet at the church office.
The new Resident Sexton, Clinton Young, will be moving into the Rectory and beginning his duties
March 1st. Actually, he is already on the job. This past Sunday (Annual Meeting) Russ realized the
east side entrances to the church and the front sidewalk had not been cleared of snow from the
previous weekend. Early that morning Russ and I were going over possibilities as to whom we could
call on to get the job done as both of us were preparing our contributions to the brunch. We finally
hit on the idea of contacting Clinton and seeing if he would be willing to start early and take on the
task. He agreed and cleared everything before service at 10:00. So a heartfelt thanks to our new
Sexton from two “old men” for bailing us out.
Last week, Mike Reich, our financial advisor from Merrill Lynch met with the Finance Team to go over
our investments (endowments). He will be attending the February Vestry meeting to do the same
with them. This is important to our financial planning, especially in these volatile times. Two
thousand eighteen figures are in the annual report booklet if you want to see how we did- these
meetings are to plot our course in the future. If you have any questions regarding our endowments
please see Keith or Pete, a Warden or Mother Bonnie after February 19th.
Thanks, Jim Neider
Welcome to our New Resident Sexton and his Family
We are pleased to announce that St. James has rented the rectory and has, at the same time,
engaged Mr. Clinton Young to serve as part-time Resident Sexton. Clinton in the last year has moved
north from North Carolina. There he had many years’ experience as a carpenter/remodeling
contractor. Currently he is working for A to Z General Contracting of Batavia. Clinton has already
done some jobs at St. James working for A to Z. He is an experienced framing to finish contractor.
Last Sunday (Annual Meeting Sunday) we pressed him into early sexton work, blowing snow,
3

shoveling, and applying ice melt. We were shorthanded and he came on short notice to clear snow
for the meeting.
Clinton and his family will officially take over renting and sextons duties on March 1st. Clinton along
with Tina McCue and her son will be living in the rectory, in exchange for rent and Clinton doing the
Resident Sexton’s duties. Tina's son will be attending GCC this year. Clinton is experienced with care
and maintenance of mowers, snow blowers, weed eaters, etc. So when you see Clinton or Tina
please welcome them to St. James.
The part-time Resident Sexton’s duties include outdoor work only, including shoveling snow, mowing
grass, and trimming bushes.
If anyone has any questions, please ask me or give me a text, call or e-mail.
Russ Dvoroznak, Jr. Warden
Highlights from the Jan 15th Vestry Meeting
1. Discussion concerning Annual Meeting a. Election of 3 Vestry Members
b. Election of Diocesan Convention Delegates
c. Financial Reports from all groups.
2. Assurance from Rector that she wants to be at St. James full-time; she is not looking elsewhere;
and is very much concerned with the draw on the Endowment Fund to pay part of her salary.
o

3. Five students will be participating in the Charles Sohns Music Scholarship Program this spring.
o

4. Effective March 1, 2019, we will have a Resident Sexton, Clinton Young, who will be living in the
Rectory with his family. He will pay rent and be responsible for all outside sexton duties (shoveling
snow, mowing grass, trimming bushes).
Property Committee Report
St. James’ 2019 Capital Improvement Program, as recommended to the Vestry by the Property
Committee, is as follows:
Priority #1

Re-coat low-pitched/flat roofs, church
$ 662.00
Partially completed in 2018. Carry-over project
Contract in place
Funding approved by Vestry in 2018

Priority #2

Seal perimeter exterior south stained glass $ 1,500.00 est.
window, re-nail shingles above organ console as required
Work was approved by the Vestry in 2016
Contract being re-negotiated
Funding previously approved by Vestry

Priority #3

Rectory stucco repair, south & east (spot)
2018 carry-over project
Funding approved by Vestry in 2018

$ 3,500.00
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Priority #4
Handicap accessibility, stair-lift
WORK COMPLETED Fully funded as follows:
Parishioner contribution
ECW contribution

$ 4,100.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 1,600.00

Priority #5

Masonry repair, church
$ 7,500.00
To make masonry above chapel and pulpit
areas water-tight
Pending Vestry action.
Would be funded by Bricks and Mortar, if approved

Priority #6

Replace south east bedroom window, rectory
Pending Vestry action.
Would be funded by Bricks and Mortar, if approved

NOTE: Projects #1, 2, 3 and 5 are arguably not “capital improvement” projects.
They are maintenance efforts, by classical definition, and are included in the
12-Year Capital Improvement Plan because they are considered
fundamentally necessary to preserve and extend service life of elements of
church infrastructure.
As previously noted, the Finance Team has recommended that all 2019 projects which were not
previously funded by the Vestry will be funded by the Bricks and Mortar Project, in order to minimize
the current year draw on the Endowment.
As such, subject to project approval by the Vestry, your continued support of Bricks and Mortar will
be needed in order to progress the Masonry Repair and Bedroom window replacement projects listed
above.
Please see me, or any member of the Property Committee, if you have any questions regarding our
2019 Capital Improvement Program recommendations.
Dave Lange
Property Committee Chair
St. James ECW Report, January 8, 2019
The ECW welcomed Missy Smith as our newest member. A women’s retreat was discussed and will
be looked at, also a book study on a book called “Beulah”. The purchase of a refrigerator was
discussed and given to the property committee for more information. A farewell to Bishop Franklin
Pot Luck was brought up with more information to follow. The fish fry baking days will be 1/10 and
1/24. Notecards and posters were given to the fundraising committee for possible sale.
Bonnie Dvoroznak
ECW Chair
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Prayer Corner
When offering your prayers to the Lord at home please include
the following people who are loved ones of our parish family:
Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, Debbie,
Paul, Beth, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Chip, Judy,
Nicholas, Maureen, Joe, Cindy, Dave, William, Bob,
Charlene and Brian

February Happy Birthdays!
We pray God's blessing be with you
on your special and every day.
Chris Feldman 2/6, David Lange 2/11,
Debbie Barone 2/12, Nick Bestine 2/12,
Joe Blatchley 2/12

Today is Soup Sunday
Today is Soup Sunday. After service go to the parish hall, look over the
selection of soups brought in and enjoy soup and fellowship.
Check the list for next month on your way out and add your name to the
other people bringing in soup.
Forward Day by Day
The new issue of Forward Day by Day is on the counter at the rear (Main Street end) of the nave. It
is a booklet of daily meditations and accompanying scripture. One meditation for each day of
February, March and April.
New Outreach Opportunity!
Respite Care Program
St. James is organizing a Respite Care Program in which elderly people with dementia can attend a
four-hour structured program with one-on-one care from a volunteer. This event allows their
caregivers to have a few hours of free time. We need volunteers in many different areas, including
kitchen help, organizers, clean up and one-on-one aides for each guest. A two-hour training is
mandatory and will be provided for all volunteers. Interested? Talk to Diane Cox or Deacon Diana.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Judy Essig. Last week she was installed as the President of the New York State
Criminal Justice Studies Technical Education Career Instructors (CJS/TECI).
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Help Needed for the Fish Fries
This will be the twenty-fifth year of the fish fries at St. James and we hope
to be as successful as we have been in the past. Your help is needed.
Please see Wayne Judkins or Jim Ellison to volunteer for a task. We need
people to help make desserts, set tables, prepare the condiments, wait on
tables, clear tables, wash dishes, clean fish, and other miscellaneous tasks.
Even if you have worked before, please see us to confirm your availability this year.
Paper Recycle Bin
The green and yellow recycle bin that has been in the east parking lot has been relocated. It is now
in the north parking lot behind the church. We would like to encourage you to continue bring in your
discarded, recyclable paper. The church does receive a payment for the paper collected, based on
weight.
Hats and Mittens
Christmas 2019 is still a long ways away. However, this is a good time to pick
up some sales on winter wear. Despite the bitter cold, many stores are
already marking down their hats, scarves, and gloves. Although we don’t
know who will get these items, there is always a need in our community for
warm clothing. So as you pass through a store, check out the prices on winter
items and see if you can find a real bargain. There is already a box started for
donations for our Angel Tree 2019.
Don’t Forget Scrip!
We had our best Christmas Scrip sales this past December. Let’s keep up the energy and pace with
this easy fundraising program. Whether for gifts or the shopping that you regularly do, please think
about purchasing Scrip Cards from St. James. We receive a percentage of each card sold; you pay
and receive the face value of the card. Easy and Win-Win! Here are the cards that we currently
have on hand for cash (or check) and carry sales:
All Cards are $25 unless noted otherwise.
Tops: $25, $50 and $100. Amazon $25, Arby’s $10, Applebee’s, Bed, Bath and Beyond, Denny’s,
Domino’s, CVS $25 and $100, Dunkin Donuts $10, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Home Depot, KFC $5, JoAnn, JC Penny, Kohl’s, Lowe’s, Marshall’s/TJ Maxx, Michaels, Panera Bread, Pizza Hut, Olive Garden,
Peebles/Beall’s, Subway $10, Rite Aid, Tim Horton’s $10, Red Lobster, Walgreens, Walmart $25 and
$100, Wendy’s $10.
Utility Costs for the Month of January
Here are our utilities costs paid in January. Please help conserve our
resources by turning out lights when you don’t need them. If you are the last
one out of the building, please make sure the windows are shut, the lights are
out and the door is locked behind you. If you have any questions at all on
how to do this, please contact a warden.
Fuel - $4,366.47
Electric - $237.02
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Recipe Corner for February

7 Up Biscuits
4 cups Bisquick
1 cup sour cream
1 cup 7-up
½ cup melted butter
From7-up.
from Dough will be very
Mix Bisquick, sour cream and
Soft – don’t worry. Knead and fold dough until coated
with your baking mix Pat dough out and cut biscuits
using a round biscuit/cookie cutter. Melt butter in
bottom of cookie sheet pan or 9 x 13” casserole dish.
Place biscuits on top of melted butter and bake at 425°
for 12-15 minutes.

Recipe from Terry McGuire
News from the Diocese
The R. William Franklin Fund
The Trustees of the Diocese established the R. William Franklin Fund as an endowment fund in honor
of Bishop Bill's Episcopate. This fund will be used to assist projects that reflect the Bishop's Web of
Grace initiatives. To make a contribution to this fund, checks may be sent to the Diocesan Offices at
1064 Brighton Rd Tonawanda, NY 14150 with "The Franklin Fund" in the memo line.
Treasurer and Audit Team Training
On Saturday May 11 there will be a treasurer training from 10-11:30 am and an audit team training
from 12:30-2:00 pm at the Diocesan Ministry Center.
Who should attend? Anyone who is relatively new to the position of treasurer in their parish, anyone
who wishes to be trained as an audit team member, and/ or current treasurers and audit team
members looking for a refresher.
To make sure the parishes in most need for these trainings are accommodated we ask that every
participant be recommended for the training by their parish leadership (priest, warden or vestry).
Application is found here: https://goo.gl/forms/v6SdYWf44C8WBy7r1
We look forward to seeing you at this much-requested training day!
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Farewell Bishop Franklin
There are three farewell events for Bishop Bill, two regional gatherings and one more formal service
to “Pass the Crozier” from Bishop Bill to Bishop Sean, followed by a reception at the Guaranty
Building. Mark your calendars now!
Regional Gathering One: hosted by the Standing Committee and the Deaneries of
Genesee, Northern Region, Central Erie and Eastern Erie on Sunday March 17, at St.
James, Batavia, 3 pm to 4:30 pm.
Regional Gathering Two: hosted by the Standing Committee and the Deaneries of
Cattaragus/Chautauqua and Southern Erie on Saturday March 23 at St. Luke’s, Jamestown, 3pm-4:30
pm.
These Regional Gatherings are designed to be “good old fashioned church potlucks,” so plan on
bringing your best “dish to share” and have an opportunity to say good-bye to Bishop Bill.
A Service of Good-Bye and Hello: On Sunday April 7 at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buffalo, 3 pm there
will be a service where we will celebrate Bishop Bill’s ministry among us as well as formally
welcoming Bishop Sean as our Bishop, Provisional. Immediately following the service is a reception at
the Guaranty Building (across the street from the Cathedral).

Please plan on joining Bishop Bill at one (or all!!) of these events. PLEASE no ducks…if you wish to
do something to honor the Bishop, donations to the Franklin Fund are most appreciated!
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SERVICE PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
February 3

February 10

February 17

February 24

March 3

March 10

EM 1

Diane Cox

Jack Kershner

Jo-Ann Bestine

Russ Dvoroznak

Judy Essig

Jack Kershner

EM 2

Carol Queal

Bonnie Dvoroznak

Barb Gray

Terry McGuire

Carol Queal

Bonnie Dvoroznak

Chantry EM

Barb Gray

Barb King

Russ Dvoroznak

Diane Cox

Terry McGuire

Judy Essig

1st Lesson

Lexie Belluscio

Keith Price

Jim Neider

Amy Celentano

Lexie Belluscio

Keith Price

2nd Lesson

Bette Rung

Joan Ellison

Bette Rung

Chip McGuire

Terry McGuire

Diane Cox

Prayers of the
People

Steve Hawley

Jim Neider

Larry Belluscio

Amy Celentano

Steve Hawley

Jim Neider

Acolytes

Judy Essig
Jaycob Belluscio

Nichole Essig
Rich Geitner

Diane Cox
Rich Geitner

Abby Bestine
Jo-Ann Bestine

Scott Essig
Jaycob Belluscio

Nichole Essig
Rich Geitner

Ushers

Diane & Kevin
Skelton

Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Jane McKeehan
Bill Coughlin

Peg & Alan Abrams

Diane & Kevin
Skelton

Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Greeters

Rich Geitner
Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Peg & Alan
Abrams
Larry Belluscio

Bonnie Smith
Betsy Dexheimer
Larry Belluscio

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan
Harold Odell

Rich Geitner
Dean Perry
Russ Dvoroznak

Peg & Alan Abrams
Bonnie Smith

Element Bearers

Jolene & Dick
Folger

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan

Donna Kauffman
Bill Coughlin

Diane & Kevin
Skelton

Jolene & Dick
Folger

Paula Alker
Jane McKeehan

Coffee Hour

Soup Sunday

Ayaka, Maki,
Hana, Kana
Japanese Food

Kelcey & Nick
Bestine

Please sign up in the
parish hall

Soup Sunday

Please sign up in the
parish hall

Altar Guild

Jo-Ann Bestine
Joanne Fleming
Donna Kauffman

Karen Odell
Harold Odell
Kathy Belluscio

Pat Roblee
Jolene Folger

Bette Rung
Carol Queal
Bill Coughlin

Jo-Ann Bestine
Joanne Fleming
Donna Kauffman

Karen Odell
Harold Odell
Kathy Belluscio

Building Closer

Dave Lange

Jim Neider

Larry Belluscio

Dave Lange

Jim Neider

Larry Belluscio

Can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org
And Facebook at
St. James Episcopal Church Batavia

If you are unable to serve at a scheduled
time, please find a sub and notify the
parish office
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The St. James Calendar
Sun, Feb 3

Mon, Feb 4
Tue, Feb 5
Wed, Feb 6

Thu, Feb 7
Sun, Feb 10

Mon, Feb 11
Tue, Feb 12

Wed, Feb 13

Thu, Feb 14
Sun, Feb 17

Mon, Feb 18

9:00 am – 9:45 am
10:00 am – 11:15 am
10:00 am – 10:45 am
11:15 am – 12 00 pm
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
7:00 p,m – 8:30 pm
11:00 am – 11:30 am
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
9:00 am – 10:00 am
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
9:00 am – 9:45 am
10:00 am – 11:15 am
10:00 am – 10:45 am
11:15 am – 12 00 pm
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm
11:00 am – 11:30 am
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm
4:00 pm – 5:00 pm
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
3:45 pm – 4:45 pm
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
9:00 am – 10:00 pm
2:00 pm - 3:00 pm
9:00 am – 9:45 am
10:00 am – 11:15 am
10:00 am – 10:45 am
11:15 am – 11 30 pm
11:30 am – 12:00 pm
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm

Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Sunday School
Soup Sunday in the Parish Hall
Our Faith Discussion Group
EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu
Genesee Chorale Rehearsal
Property Committee Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Bible Discussion Group
Bell Choir Practice
Choir Rehearsal
Deadline for Vestry Agenda Items
Wardens Meeting
Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Our Faith Discussion Group
EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu
Genesee Chorale Rehearsal
Vestry Reports Due
Holy Eucharist @ Genesee Premier Home
Outreach Committee Meeting
ECW Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Chapel
Bible Discussion Group
Bell Choir Practice
Rupprecht Fund Advisory Committee
Bell Practice
Choir Rehearsal
Finance Team Meeting
Wardens Meeting
Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Sunday School
Coffee Hour
Our Faith Discussion Group
EFM Class, Judkins Home, Corfu
Genesee Chorale Rehearsal
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St. James Episcopal Church
405 East Main Street
Batavia, NY 14020
Sunday Worship Service:
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Weekday Services
Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Genesee
County Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at
The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor
Everyone is Welcome!
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector
rector.stjames@outlook.com
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Paula Alker
Wardens:
Sr. Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com
Jr. Warden: Russ Dvoroznak, (585) 737-1577, Russ3473@yahoo.com
Vestry:
Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely,
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry,
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins
Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price
Office Phone: 585-343-6802
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com
Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia
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