
  1 

ST.  JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

405 EAST MAIN STREET 

BATAVIA,  NEW YORK 
 

NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2019 

 

Advent Waiting 

 

Dear Friends, 

How do you feel about waiting?  Do you love it?  No?  Neither do I.  Then why do we have a 
church season about waiting?  Because waiting time is not empty time.  It’s a time of 
patience and it’s a time of preparation.  Advent is a time specifically about waiting, and of 
preparation.  How can we make our time of waiting a time of change and of preparation?  
Here are some thoughts for you. 

While you wait…  

Are you waiting at a stop light or another interminable cash-out line, or waiting for your kid’s 

practice to be over?  Use this time to do some spiritual updating.   

 Count your blessings.  I’ll bet that you’ll run out of waiting before you run out of 
blessings!  

 Let go of negative thoughts.  We all carry, remember and even reinforce negative 
thoughts.  As you wait in that line, replace a negative thought with a positive one.  If 
you are thinking about a particular person, come up with at least one lovingly positive 
idea about that person. 

 Be animated by hope.  Picture your goal, picture yourself in that goal and be inspired 

by the hope that you feel.  Let that hope give you energy to keep going! 
 

I pray that Advent is a time of calm in the mist of flurry, of counting blessings as well as 

counting tasks.   

Yours in Christ, 

Mother Bonnie 
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                                 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 

We pray God's blessing be with you  

on your special day and every day. 

Happy Birthday! 

Nancy Harrington  12/1,   Lilo Townsend  12/9, 

Asmita Hari  12/12,   Peter Mark  12/14,  Jack Kershner  12/20 

  Denise Wood  12/20,   Donald Strang III  12/20,   John Tabb  12/22, 

                                Charles Bradley  12/22,   Peg Abrams  12/23,   Wayne Judkins  12/23,  

                             Jacen Belluscio 12/26,  Gregg Ely 12/28,  Jim Bestine 12/29,  

                            Will Ely  12/31 

 

 

 

 

When offering your prayers at home  

please include the following people who  

are loved ones of our parish family: 

Douglas, Tim, Venus, Nicholas, Pat, Joanne, 

Charlene, Brian, Kristen, Margaret, Ken, Aiden, 

Kathy, Tammie, Peter, Chuck, Lisa, Sharon, 

Wendy, Rocco, Peter, Virginia, Carole and Carter 

 

Names can be added as needed by calling the parish office. 
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DIAKONIA MUSINGS 

 Welcome to a new season in Buffalo and the coming of the busiest time of the year! 
As I was outside walking my dog yesterday, I was able to see things that were ordinarily 
hidden from sight by the leaves on the trees.  I could tell which way the creek meandered 
along the bike path, how many people had swimming pools in their backyards, and the fact 
that there were structures like barns, sheds, and houses that were now visible from the 
road.  While it is always sad to see the colors of fall disappear and be replaced with the 
browns of winter, I was comforted knowing that things unseen a weeks ago, were now 
visible.  I know scripture is like that; we read it over and over and then one day, something 
new emerges that can bring a smile to our face or an a-ha moment .  I believe God reveals 
Herself to us the same way, as an unexpected surprise in the gray of the day, when the 
trees are bare and the cold air challenges our spirits. Often it is in the bleakness of our souls 
that the peace and joy of Christ is visible. So as we prepare to celebrate the birth and the 
incarnation of God in the baby Jesus, remember to keep your eyes open and look for the 
things that were hidden from sight and are now obvious and visible. 

 

 December 1      box of cereal December 13 peanut butter 
 December 2  canned fruit December 14 canned green beans 
 December 3 jelly  December 15 dried northern beans 
 December 4 corn flour December 16 dried pinto beans 
 December 5 canned corn December 17 sugar 
 December 6 can tuna or sardines December 18 chili peppers 
 December 7 pasta December 19 sauce 
 December 8 long cooking rice December 20 powdered creamer 
 December 9 salsa December 21 instant coffee 
 December 10 olive oil December 22 salt 
 December 11 pepper December 23 crackers 
 December 12 soup December 24 chicken broth 
  

THIS ADVENT: 

 

If you feel moved to give from your abundance this holiday season, 

consider collecting an item a day, as a way of gathering donations 

for Father Ivan's migrant workers.   

 

Each day add an item to a box.  On January 5, 2020  

bring the donations to church as part of our Epiphany Celebration. 
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           OUTREACH 

 The Community Social Group (respite care) is joining with the First Presbyterian 
Church of Batavia and the Indian Falls Church in Corfu to have a Christmas party here on 
December 16.  All our "guests" and their care givers are invited to share in a meal and 
holiday festivities.  We will be making ornaments and trimming a tree.  Dawn Mark will lead 
us in a sing-a-long and of course, we will play BINGO!  If you would like to join us so you 
can see if this is a ministry you might enjoy, please let Diane Cox or Diana Leiker know so 
the kitchen can plan for food.  If you can't come but would like to contribute please let us 
know what you can donate in the way of food or a monetary contribution.  

 Once again, the Angel Tree will be collecting mittens, scarves, and hats for those in 
need.  One of the places that the donations will go is to the Batavia Middle School. There are 
students that do not have warm clothing for the winter so anything for kids in 5th - 8th 
grade will be appreciated.  If you happen to have boots that are sizes kids4-adult 12, they 
can most certainly find a home. 

 Last year, during the Epiphany service, we had Three Wise men join us to worship 
the baby Jesus and then we offered our own gifts at the manger.  We will celebrate the 
Epiphany again and are asking for donations of items from the list of food Father Ivan's 
migrant workers need.   

 These include:  corn flour, dry beans, olive oil, sugar, long cooking rice, onions, salt, 
canned corn and green beans. Bring the food items to church on January 5, 2020 to be part 
of the celebration. 

 The "prayer partners" prayer chain continues to be faithful in their ministry of 
praying for people who call on them.  If you need prayer during a time of crisis, during a 
transition in your life, for family members or friends, during times of grief, etc. call Jack at 
(585) 813-9307 to add a request.  Confidentiality is always respected.  If this is something 
you are interested in trying as a new ministry, the chain can always use more partners.  Talk 
to Deacon Diana.  

 The card ministry is doing a wonderful job of sending cards to our shut-ins and 
those who can't come to church. If you have extra Christmas, birthday, or holiday cards, or 
stamps, you can donate them to Bill Coughlin or Anne Iannello.  

 While ministering to the women at the Albion Correctional Facility, We discovered 
two things. 

 The first is that the women have almost no access to fresh fruit or vegetables.  Even 
the commissary does not provide produce for purchase.  If the women are lucky, they have 
family members that send them produce through the mail which is costly and limited.  It 
seems like a bad joke considering the prison is in the middle of farm country.  Please hold 
this problem in prayer.   

 The second thing is that when the women leave to go home, if they don't have family 
to bring in clothes for them, they wear white government issued shirts and pants.  Most 
don't have the clothes they wore when they entered and if they do, they have gained so 
much weight from the food that they are served, that their clothes don't fit. When they get 
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off the bus, people know they were just released from prison because of the clothing. It is 
like wearing a scarlet letter. 

 

WARDENS’ REPORT  

  Last Sunday (Nov. 24th) after attending service, with yet another baptism and 

95 people present, I began to think about the budget process for 2020. I know this is kind of 

an odd coupling, but bear with me. While putting the preliminary budget together last week 

the Finance Team came to the line item regarding the money that comes in from renting the 

facilities to outside groups and individuals. Income on this line, which was already modest 

this year was listed to be even less next year. It was immediately brought up that this was 

probably not a good thing and we should look into it more closely. Which brings me to last 

Sunday. 

 Although St. James is bringing in fewer paying users it is bringing in more non-profit 

groups that are utilizing our facilities. And this is a very good thing indeed. Currently, the 

parish hall is being used for Baby Café and Respite Care, and soon ARC will join this group. 

In addition, Although not generating any real income, these organizations are advancing our 

mission as a church. 

 Last Sunday’s baptism drew 95 people, as I have stated. More than half went into the 

parish hall for coffee hour, including some non-parishioners. And there is the good part. St. 

James is getting exposure from all of these first time visits from non-members. I just have to 

believe that makes a very positive impression on many of these visitors. Some of these 

individuals will come back or at the very least spread the word of our unique and welcoming 

church community.  

 I guess what I’m asking is for all parishioners to look beyond the cold, hard numbers 

of the budget and think about the deeper meaning of what we do here at St. James. 

Although the numbers are important, the individuals impacted by our work are even more 

important. 

Jim Neider, Warden  

 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS, NOVEMBER 19, 2019 

Treasurers’ Report:  Treasurer Peter Mark stated that the Office expense is over budget. It 
was discovered that Toshiba had over charged us for color copies. We will no longer make 
color copies on the Toshiba machine. 

Stewardship Drive: 29 pledges have been received for a total of $77,410. 17 pledges 

increased, 4 decreased, the rest stayed the same. A list will be compiled of those who have 

pledged in the past and vestry will be asked to call them. There are people who put money 
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in the plate but do not pledge. They will be asked to pledge. The budget is prepared based 

on pledge income.  

Draft Budget: Income: Once all the pledge cards are received, the income will be based 

on 95% of this amount. This gives flexibility in case the amount received is less than the 

amount pledged. Rupprecht Fund Administrative Support fee is increased. The reason for the 

increase is that the new way of providing services has resulted in an increase in the hours 

and therefore an increase cost in utilities. Expenses: The formula for the Diocesan pledge 

remains the same. Mother Bonnie has again agreed to take 5 weeks of vacation in lieu of a 

pay raise. A sexton’s position has been added in the amount of $19,890. This could be 2 

people at 15 hours each, one indoors and one outdoors, or one person for 30 hours. The 

proposal is to give staff a 3% raise. The bookkeeper salary was lowered to $4,680 as we will 

be hiring a new person. Pat Roble will be added to Paychex which will save the Rupprecht 

Fund some money. Peter Mark suggested that the amount for organ and piano maintenance 

be raised from $3000 to $4000 because the piano in the choir room is seriously out of tune 

and might need repair. The insurance is through the Diocese which sets the cost.  Building 

Expense: The heating bill should go down once the Rectory situation is resolved. The shared 

expense for snow plowing might also go down for the same reason. Capital Expense: 

There is $30,672 left in the Bricks and Mortar account. $43,046 is the average of the 2018 

and 2019 pledges. Therefore, $71,900 has been put in the budget for 2020. Dave Lange had 

a proposal showing what work would be undertaken in 2020.This report included pictures of 

the areas that needed work. It was suggested to print these pictures in the annual report so 

the congregation could see what needed to be done.  If pledges don’t increase, 

$105,100 would need to be drawn from the Endowment Account. This is an 

unsustainable solution. 5% is sustainable. This would amount to $45,000. The budget will be 

voted on in December.  

Rupprecht Fund Budget: Trustee fee will be decided at the end of November. The 

Administration fee was raised. 

Rectory Update: Jim Neider is working with a non-profit for a potential use of the rectory.  

St. James will have to maintain fire and casualty insurance as well as liability. 

Church Safety Issues:  The Sheriff’s Department is to present a “Personal Protection” 

program on Sunday, December 8th, following the service.  

Fund Raising reported that there would be a pie sale and basket raffle on November 23th. 

They hope to have a craft or vendor sale in the spring.  

There will be an Ecumenical Thanksgiving service here at 4 pm on Sunday November 

21st. 

There will be a community sing along on December 6 with a living nativity here at St. 

James. Mother Bonnie is looking for participants. 
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Diane Cox has started the discernment process for becoming a deacon. She is currently 

working with the Commission on Ministry. This initial process can take up to one year. There 

is a 3 year process after that. Mother Bonnie asked us to pray for her. St. James may be 

asked to support the process financially. The steps include postulancy, candidacy, and 

ordination. The projected expense is $3000 to $5000 over 4 years. The expense usually 

breaks down to one third paid by the candidate, one third by the Diocese, and one third by 

the home church (St. James). She has already attended three retreats; her next one is in 

March. 

There will be 2 advent potluck and discussion programs: December 5th and December 

12th.  

Lessons and Carols will be during church on December 15th. 

Respectfully submitted, Cathy Judkins, Clerk 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 

We approach New Year’s Day, 2020 with gratitude for the financial support of our St. James’ 

family, and with pride in the work that has been accomplished as a result of your generosity. 

Our workload has been decreased by the Vestry’s decision to lease the rectory (including its 

maintenance and repair needs).  This will allow available Bricks and Mortar resources to be 

focused on necessary work at the church.   

The Property Committee is busy, updating St. James’ 12-Year Capital Improvement and 

Major Maintenance Plan to reflect this change in rectory maintenance/repair responsibility, 

and to prioritize the work to be accomplished as we move forward. 

The updated Plan will be presented at our Annual Meeting, in January. 

Persistence and making the most efficient use of available resources is key to continued 

success as we pursue a ‘State of Good Repair’ at St. James.   

Many thanks to everyone whose contributions, through Bricks and Mortar, and otherwise, 

have led to this level of achievement. 

Special thanks to the members of the Property Committee, to Russ Dvoroznak for supporting 

our efforts with his extensive building trade knowledge and experience, and to Barb King for 

her uncanny ability to keep ALL the plates spinning 24/7/365, for her knowledge of all things 

St. James, and for her ability to answer questions…. at 1:14AM (literally!!!) …. BEFORE they 

are asked!!!    

None of this work would be possible without the tireless efforts of these truly dedicated 

people!  Consider yourself blessed!!!  I do!!!!! 

Dave Lange 

Property Committee Chair   
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FUNDRAISING TEAM REPORT 

A big THANK YOU to all for the help with the Pie Sale/Fundraiser!!  You were very generous 

with donations to the basket raffle throughout the year (it sure helps to have a place to store 

all the goodies during the year) and the many who baked the 80 plus pies, assembled the 70 

plus baskets, helped set up and clean up, and bought the pies, soup, desserts and raffle 

tickets!  With your help and that of our community we raised over $2,800 in the course of a 

four hour event.  These funds will help to maintain our beautiful church home.  Thank you! 

 

ECW SUMMARY REPORT FOR NEWSLETTER 
November 2019 

The ECW Board met on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 with 10 members present.  

Old Business: Pie Sale/Basket Raffle will take place November 23rd, with a pie making 

date of November 13th, soup making day on November 21st and pie baking on November 

22nd. Jo-Ann  Bestine asked for more help prior to the event and the day of the event, as 

well as to delivery pies to parishioners on Sunday, 11/24. Please contact Jo-Ann if you are 

able to help. 

Chair purchase update: Joan Ellison reported that a committee met on November 7th.  
Several models of chairs were explored and the committee is considering a particular model 
that has been ordered for the committee to consider. A $1000.00 donation was received 
from a Genesee Chorale member.  The committee hopes to receive the new chairs to be 
used for Fish Fry season. 
 

New Business: The slate of officers for the 2020 ECW board was presented and elected as 
follows: 

o President: Joan Ellison 
o Vice-President: Jo-Ann Bestine 
o Secretary: Terry McGuire 
o Treasurer: Diane Skelton 

 

Discussion proceeded concerning cleaning of the Guild Room rug, kitchen floor and oven. A 
quote will be obtained with the work hopefully completed before Fish Fry season. 
Next meeting: December 10th, 2019 which will be open to all women of the church consisting 
of a heavy appetizer meal and a cookie exchange. 
 

HEART-FELT THANK-YOU 

To our Altar Guild – Our Altar Guild works hard all year round, and our Holy Days always 

mean even more work.  So to Kathy Belluscio and our Altar Guild  THANK YOU for your extra 

work day cleaning the brass for our Advent and Christmas season. 

To our Pie Bakers – Thank you for the delicious pies made for our pastoral gifts and for 

the Pie Sale.  Your hard work and talent create delicious pies!  Thank you! 
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To Dorian Ely and the Fundraising Team, and the many, many people that helped with 

the Pie Sale and Basket Raffle.  It was a lovely day, enjoyed by many members of our 

community and our parish.  Thank you!  The pies, the baskets and the soup were simply 

wonderful. 

To David Lange, Dillon Hirsch and our Choir Members who helped to make our 

Thanksgiving Service beautiful.  Thank you!  You are a blessing to us all. 

 

Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, 

but the parent of all the others. 

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 – 43 BCE) 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW! 

 Are you sick, having surgery, facing a life challenge?  Please let Mother Bonnie 

or the office know.  Mo. Bonnie is available for confidential conversation and 

prayer and would love to come visit you if you can’t get to church!  St. James  

cares about you! 

 

LIVING NATIVITY 

 

St. James is creating a Living Nativity on December 6th as part of the Batavia Community 
Christmas Concert that is being held at St. James.  The Nativity will be under the barn roof 
overhang, next to the east parking lot.  We’re working on having live animals.  We need you!  
We need shepherds, angels and kings.  Of course we need Mary and Joseph.  You can wear 
warm clothing under the costumes.  Please help with this new way to connect with our 
community.  If you are interested, please talk to Mother Bonnie. 
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ALL WOMEN OF THE CHURCH ARE INVITED! 

The Episcopal Church Women's (ECW) Board is hosting a Cookie 

Exchange on December 10th at 6:00 PM in the parish hall. All 

women (and their friends) are invited to attend. Please bring a plate of 

cookies to exchange. These can be homemade or store-bought and 

there is no quantity requirement. The Board will provide heavy 

appetizers and beverages. There will be a short business meeting, highlighting the ECW's 

annual charitable giving. We are looking forward to an evening of food, fun, and fellowship! 

For questions, see any ECW Board member.     Joan Ellison, 585-356-7365. 

 

 

ST. JAMES PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Do you love to knit, crochet or want to learn how?  Come join this fun and fulfilling ministry.  

We’ll help you learn, or learn from you!  Contact Missi Smith at 585-343-3416 for details.  

Meetings will be on Monday evenings, at a date to be established.  If you’d like to join please 

talk with Missi.  If you know of a friend, family member or stranger that would benefit from a 

warming gift of love, please talk to Missi to request an item. 
 

Donations of yarn, needles, hooks and patterns are truly appreciated. Thank you! 

 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKING DAY 

Our annual Christmas Cookie Baking Day has been scheduled for 

Saturday, December 21st.  All are welcome.  Bring a favorite recipe or 

use a recipe from a cook book on hand.  Don’t care to bake?  Help is still 

needed oven watching, sorting, packaging, etc.  Already busy that 

day?  Donations of ingredients are needed.  Such items as chocolate chips, butter, flour, 

sugar, brown sugar, and eggs are used up quickly in cookies.  Plan to join the crowd in the 

kitchen.  It’s always a fun day. 

 

SOUP SUNDAYS ARE BACK! 

  Next week will be our first Soup Sunday of the season.  Check the sign up 

sheet posted in the Parish Hall.  There is still an opportunity to bring in a pot 

of soup.  No one has signed up to help with the clean up.  Nothing difficult 

there.  Just wash up some soup bowls and spoons.  Remember to bring in a 

can of soup for the Food Pantry. 
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FROM THE PARISH NURSE 

 

Blood pressure readings December 1st,  

 Today, in the Rector’s Office following church. 
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PET CORNER 

ASPCA Poison Control Center 

 

Winter Holiday Hazards for Pets 

 

The holiday season is upon us, and many pet parents plan to include their furry 
companions in the festivities. As you gear up for the holidays, it is important to try to 
keep your pet's eating and exercise habits as close to their normal routine as 
possible. Also, please be sure to steer pets clear of the following unhealthy treats, 
toxic plants and dangerous decorations. 

Be Careful with Seasonal Plants and Decorations 

Oh, Christmas Tree: Securely anchor your Christmas tree so it doesn't tip 
and fall, causing possible injury to your pet. This will also prevent the tree 
water—which may contain fertilizers that can cause stomach upset—from 
spilling. Stagnant tree water is a breeding ground for bacteria, and your pet 
could end up with nausea or diarrhea should he imbibe. 

Avoid Mistletoe & Holly: Holly, when ingested, can cause pets to suffer 
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Mistletoe can cause gastrointestinal upset 
and cardiovascular problems. And many varieties of lilies can cause kidney 
failure in cats if ingested. Opt for just-as-jolly artificial plants made from silk or 
plastic, or choose a pet-safe bouquet. 

Tinsel-less Town: Kitties love this sparkly, light-catching"toy" that's 
easy to bat around and carry in their mouths. But a nibble can lead to a swallow, 
which can lead to an obstructed digestive tract, severe vomiting, dehydration 
and possible surgery. It's best to brighten your boughs with something other 
than tinsel. 

That Holiday Glow: Don't leave lighted candles unattended. Pets may burn 
themselves or cause a fire if they knock candles over. Be sure to use 
appropriate candle holders, placed on a stable surface. And if you leave the 
room, put the candle out! 

Wired Up: Keep wires, batteries and glass or plastic ornaments out of 
paws' reach. A wire can deliver a potentially lethal electrical shock and a 
punctured battery can cause burns to the mouth and esophagus, while 
shards of breakable ornaments can damage your pet's mouth and digestive 
tract. 

Avoid Holiday Food Dangers 

Skip the Sweets: By now you know not to feed your pets chocolate and 
anything sweetened with xylitol, but do you know the lengths to which an 
enterprising pet will go to chomp on something yummy? Make sure to keep your 
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pets away from the table and unattended plates of food, and be sure to secure 
the lids on garbage cans. 

Leave the Leftovers: Fatty, spicy and no-no human foods, as well as bones, 
should not be fed to your furry friends. Pets can join the festivities in other fun 
ways that won't lead to costly medical bills. Careful with Cocktails: If your 
celebration includes adult holiday beverages, be sure to place your 
unattended alcoholic drinks where pets cannot get to them. If ingested, your 
pet could become weak, ill and may even go into a coma, possibly resulting in 
death from respiratory failure. 

Selecting Special Treats: Looking to stuff your pet's stockings? Stick with 

chew toys that are basically indestructible, Kongs that can be stuffed with 

healthy foods or chew treats that are designed to be safely digestible. Long, 

stringy things are a feline's dream, but the most risky toys for cats involve 

ribbon, yarn and loose little parts that can get stuck in the intestines, often 

necessitating surgery. Surprise kitty with a new ball that's too big to swallow, a 

stuffed catnip toy or the interactive cat dancer. 
 

Plan a Pet-Safe Holiday Gathering 

House Rules: If your animal-loving guests would like to give your pets a 
little extra attention and exercise while you're busy tending to the party, ask 
them to feel free to start a nice play or petting session. 

Put the Meds Away: Make sure all of your medications are locked behind 
secure doors, and be sure to tell your guests to keep their meds zipped up 
and packed away, too. 

A Room of Their Own: Give your pet his own quiet space to retreat to—
complete with fresh water and a place to snuggle. Shy pups and cats might 
want to hide out under a piece of furniture, in their carrying case or in a 
separate room away from the hubbub. 

New Year's Noise: As you count down to the new year, please keep in mind 
that strings of thrown confetti can get lodged in a cat's intestines, if ingested, 
perhaps necessitating surgery. Noisy poppers can terrify pets and cause 
possible damage to sensitive ears. And remember that many pets are also 
scared of fireworks, so be sure to secure them in a safe, escape-proof area as 
midnight approaches. 

Always Be Prepared !!!! 

 

Your animal may become poisoned in spite of your best efforts to prevent it. You 

should keep telephone numbers for your veterinarian, a local emergency veterinary 

service, and the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center (1-888-4 ANI-HELP) in a 

convenient location. If you suspect that your pet has ingested something 

poisonous, seek medical attention immediately. 
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ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center 

1-888-4ANI-HELP 

www.apcc.aspca.org 

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center 

The ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, an operating division of the American 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) is a unique, emergency 

hotline providing 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week telephone assistance to 

veterinarians and pet owners. The Center's hotline veterinarians can quickly 

answer questions about toxic substances found in our everyday surroundings that 

can be dangerous to animals. The Center maintains a wide collection of reference 

materials and computer databases that help provide toxicological information for 

various species. Veterinary professionals provide around-the-clock, on-site 

coverage of the Center. The licensed staff members share over one hundred and 

ten years of combined call center experience and over seventy-five years of 

combined toxicology, clinical, and diagnostic experience.  

 

                         UTILITY COSTS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

Here are our utilities costs paid for November usage.  Please help 

conserve our resources by turning out lights when you don’t need 

them.  If you are the last one out of the building, please make sure 

the windows are shut, the lights are out and the door is locked 

behind you.  If you have any questions at all on how to do  

                                    this, please contact a warden or administrator. 

      Fuel - -$824.13  

       Electric - $153.90 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAUGH FOR THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

http://www.apcc.aspca.org/
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

EMMAUS GATHERINGS 

While they were talking and discussing,  

Jesus himself came near and walked with them.  Luke 24:15 

Bishop Sean has scheduled five Emmaus Gatherings to discuss the life and work of our 

diocese, and the collaboration we have with the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania.  He 

wants to hear from you.  One of the gatherings will be at St. James. 

December 7th at 6:30 pm at St. James!   

Please plan to attend.   

 

 

 

 

FROM THE COMMUNITY 

 

Memory & Friends Free Social Day Respite Care Program 

   The Hope Center of LeRoy, Catholic Charities and the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation have 

partnered to provide the Social Day Respite Care Program.   

   This program is offered the second Wednesday of each month from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm 

at the Hope Center, 42 Main Street, LeRoy.  Registration is required.  For more information 

call 585-768-8184. 
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SCRIP CARD FOR CHRISTMAS 

Don’t forget to purchase Scrip Gift Cards for Christmas giving.    To ensure 

delivery by Christmas please order by December 8th and they will be in by 

December 17th. 

Below you will find a list of the gift cards we have in stock.  If we don’t have the 

cards you want, they can be ordered.  You can get all the favorites, including 

Amazon. 

Currently in stock 

Amazon -$25 Applebee’s - $25 Arby’s - $10 

Bed Bath & Beyond-$25 CVS - $25 & $100 Denny’s - $10 

Dick’s Sporting - $25 Domino’s - $10 Dunkin’ Donuts - $10 

Home Depot - $100 Joann Fabrics - $25 Kohl’s - $25 

Lowe’s - $25 Michaels - $25 Office Max - $25 

Olive Garden - $25 Panera - $10 Peebles - $25  

Penney’s - $25 Red Lobster - $25 Rite Aid - $25 

Subway - $10 Pizza Hut - $10 Target - $25 

Tim Horton - $10 Walgreens - $25 Walmart - $25 

Wendy’s - $10  

 

The next order will be going in on Monday or Tuesday and the final order for 

Christmas will be going in on December 9th. 
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Advent Potluck Dinners and Discussion 

Two Thursdays in Advent at 5:30 p.m.  
Dec. 5th and Dec 12th   

Bring a dish to pass and join in the conversation. 
Dinner at 5:30, clean up at 6:15, discussion at 6:30, 

closing prayer at 8.   
Come and Join us! 

 

 

 

 
Lessons and Carols 

 
Sunday, Dec. 17th at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Followed by Coffee Hour 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve 
5:30 pm: Candlelight Holy Eucharist with Brass, 

Choir, Organ and Bells 
10:00 pm: Brass, and Organ Prelude 

10:30 pm: Candlelight Holy Eucharist with 
 Brass, Choir, Organ and Bells 

 
Christmas Day 
Morning Prayer 
at 10:00 a.m. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIVEN BY: _______________________________________ 

 

PHONE NUMBER: ________________  

 

Contributions for Christmas Poinsettias in honor and memory of our loved ones are 

now being accepted. If you are interested in making a contribution please fill out this 

form and attach it to your contribution.  They may be placed in the offering plate, 

mailed to or dropped off at the church office.  All names must be received before 

Monday, December 16th.  
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Lay Ministries Schedule for December and January 1st 

 December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 January 5 

EM1 Bonnie Dvoroznak Barb Gray Jo-Ann Bestine Terry McGuire Carol Queal Jo-Ann Bestine 

EM2 Russ Dvoroznak Carol Queal Judy Essig Bonnie Dvoroznak Diane Cox Keith Price 

Chantry EM Terry McGuire Diane Cox Keith Price Russ Dvoroznak Barb Gray Terry McGuire 

Lesson 1 Amy Celentano Liz Findlay  /Readers will\ Jim Neider Bill Hawkins Lilo Townsend 

Lesson 2 Barb King Wayne Judkins 
\ be notified/ 

Bette Rung Joan Ellison Amy Celentano 

Prayers of 
the people 

Steve Hawley Rose Rumery Bette Rung Liz Findley Rose Rumery Larry Belluscio 

Acolytes 
Carol Queal 
Rich Geitner 

Judy Essig 
Keith Price 

Scott Essig 
Jaykob Belluscio 

Scott Essig 
Nichole Essig 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Rich Geitner 

Diane Cox 
Carol Queal 

Ushers Glenn Hammond 
Nancy Harrington 

Bill Coughlin 
Dave King 

Larry Belluscio 
Paula Alker 

Jane McKeehan 
Dean Perry 
Bill Coughlin 

Dean Perry 
Russ Dvoroznak 

Greeters 
Kathy & Larry 

Belluscio 
Bonnie Smith 

Wayne Townsend 
Dean Perry 

Wayne Judkins 
Kathy & Larry 

Belluscio 
Bonnie Smith 

Wayne Townsend 
Paula Alker 

Jane McKeehan 

Element 
Bearers 

Donna Kauffman 
& Bette Rung 

Bonnie & Russ 
Dvoroznak 

Jenn Wood & 
Rich Geitner 

Donna Kauffman 
& Bette Rung 

Jane McKeehan 
Nancy Harrington 

Diane & Kevin 
Skelton 

Coffee Hour 
Phyllis Draycott 

Anne & Rick Iannello 
Soup Sunday 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Judy Essig 
Barb King 

Christmas Cookies Need a volunteer Need a volunteer 

Altar Guild 
Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kauffman 

Kathy Belluscio 
Anne Iannello 
Debbie Barone 

Jolene Folger 
Karen Odell 
Harold Odell 

Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kauffman 

Closer Larry Belluscio Dave Lange Jim Neider Larry Belluscio Dave Lange Larry Belluscio 

    Can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org                 If you are unable to serve at a scheduled time,  

    and Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia      please find a sub and notify the parish office 
 

The schedule for December 24th and 25th will be in the bulletin  

http://www.stjamesbatavia.org/
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The St. James Calendar 

 

Sun, Dec 1 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist & Confirmation Class 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Dec 2 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Dec 3 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Baby Café, Parish Hall 
  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM Meeting at Judkin’s Home in Corfu 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Property Committee 
Wed, Dec 4 11:00 am – 11:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, Dec 5 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Shop Open  
 9:00 am -10:00 am Deadline for Vestry Agenda Items 
 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm Advent Potluck and Discussion 
Fri, Dec 6 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm A live Nativity in St. James Yard 
  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Community Christmas Concert 
Sat, Dec 7 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm Diocesan Gathering (Emmaus Gathering) 
Sun, Dec 8 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:00 am – 11:00 am Sunday School Class 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Soup & Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 noon Sheriff’s Presentation 
Mon, Dec 9  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Finance Team 
  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Dec 10 10:00 am – 3:00 pm Baby Café 
  1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Vestry Reports due 
  3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Holy Eucharist @ Premier Genesee  
  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM Meeting, Judkin’s Home 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Outreach Meeting 
  5:30 pm – 7:00 pm ECW Meeting 
  6:00 pm – 7:00 pm Cookie Exchange 
  7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Fundraising Team Mtg 
Wed, Dec 11 11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Rupprecht Advisory Committee 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
Thu, Dec 12 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Shop Open 
  5:30 pm – 8:00 pm Advent Potluck & Discussion 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service:  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
 
 

Weekday Services 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Genesee  
County Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 

The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  
The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King 

 
Warden: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org  

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely,  
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www.stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

mailto:jessig@gvboces.org

