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 St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 
 

 
Last Supper, by Dagnan-Bouveret, 1896 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 1, 2021  

7:00 p.m.   Service of Word and Spiritual Communion 
 

Welcome to St. James! 
 

Please join your voice to the prayers printed in bold. 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pascal_Dagnan-Bouveret
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Sentences 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Kyrie 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of 
eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading   Exodus 12:1-14 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, 
a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, 
with its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  This is how you shall eat it: your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It 
is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on 
the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.  
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe 
it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 116:1, 10-17 BCP p. 759 
I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
     because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
How shall I repay the LORD* 
     for all the good things he has done for me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
     and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD* 
     in the presence of all his people. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD* 
     is the death of his servants. 
O LORD, I am your servant; * 
     I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
     and call upon the Name of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD* 
     in the presence of all his people, 
In the courts of the LORD’s house, * 
     in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.   
 

The Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when 
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the 
cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 
to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 
robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You 
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will 
never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said 
to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 
And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 
he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call 
me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
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have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, 
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot 
come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon                Empty Altar and Full Hearts Mother Bonnie Morris+ 
 

As has been the tradition in the church for centuries, after the Holy Eucharist on Maundy 
Thursday, we would normally strip our altar bare, removing from the linens, vessels, candles, 
flags, cushions, books—everything.  The table is bare, plain, naked, completely unadorned, 
and humble.  We shroud the crosses with black.  The lights go down, and after reading the 
heartbreaking and life-affirming Psalm 22 we leave the church in uneasy silence, forbidden the 
usual words of greeting and encouragement, the music, the small-talk that makes us feel at 
home.   It right for this to feel wrong, this disruption in what we have grown used to. 
 

This practice points us to the reality of Christ’s suffering and death, and like all church symbols 
and practices, it has multiple layers of meaning.  The altar table represents Christ. Its stripping 
calls to mind his treatment at the hands of the Temple guards and the Roman soldiers.  He 
was stripped for beating, for mockery, finally for crucifixion, death and burial. But Jesus also 
stripped himself when he laid aside his outer garment and, in the minimal apparel of a slave at 
a dirty task, no longer the host but the servant, washed the feet of his disciples. In fact, 
Christ’s whole life was a stripping, from the moment of the Incarnation, laying aside all the 
prerogatives of His eternal Sonship in the Blessed Trinity, so that he could join us in our 
humanity. 
 

This day marks the beginning of our service of Holy Communion, it is the day that we received 
the great commandment of love.  It is also the day that Jesus willing went into the hands of 
those that will kill him, because of his willingness and desire to be with us and in us in all 
things, including our own suffering and our own death, so that we may be together in this life 
and in the next. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Deacon: 
As we begin these sacred three days and prepare through fasting and prayer to celebrate the 
paschal feast, let us earnestly pray to God for all those gathered tonight with Christ and for all 
peoples everywhere. 
 

Intercessor: 
For this holy gathering, and for all the holy people of God.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who minister in Christ.  
Lord, have mercy. 



5 

For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who are tempted, oppressed, afflicted, or in need.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the dying and the dead, and for those who mourn. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one 
another to the living God through Christ. 
To you O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider: 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who gives us food and drink as the body and blood of Christ. 
Receive the prayers we offer this day for all those in need in every place and grant that all 
who come to your table may love and serve you and one another; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory 
Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us, inviting us into his love. 
 

Doxology (spoken) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

As we spend a moment in silence, you may wish to cup your hands as though you were going 
to receive communion and place them over your heart for a moment. Breathe in God’s 

goodness and love. Breathe out your anxieties and concerns. Imagine placing all of your love 
for God, and for the world God created into your hands, and then offer your love back to God 

by holding your hands out & saying... 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament, and 
that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-giving Presence. I love 
you above all else, and my desire is to always welcome you into my soul.  Help me 
to know your Presence spiritually in my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are 
already here, and I unite myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from 
you or from your love. Amen. 
 

We will observe a moment of silence. 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining us with this 
spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and in this sacredness we 
have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time recognize the sacredness 
of life, and may we accept the mystery as we accept your love — with joyful faith 
and eternal hope; in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

We will observe a moment of silence  
as we bring to mind images and memories of our altar stripped bare. 

 

Psalm 22 BCP p. 610 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
     and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 
     by night as well, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are the Holy One, * 
     enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 
     they trusted, and you delivered them. 
They cried out to you and were delivered; * 
     they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 
     scorned by all and despised by the people. 
All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
     they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 
“He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * 
     let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 
Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
     and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 
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I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 
     you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 
Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 
     and there is none to help. 
Many young bulls encircle me; * 
     strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
They open wide their jaws at me, * 
     like a ravening and a roaring lion. 
I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; * 
     my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * 
     and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 
Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * 
     they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me; * 
     they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing. 
Be not far away, O LORD; * 
     you are my strength; hasten to help me. 
Save me from the sword, * 
     my life from the power of the dog. 
Save me from the lion’s mouth, * 
     my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 
     in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
     stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
     but when they cry to him he hears them. 
My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
     I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him:* 
     “May your heart live for ever!” 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
     and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
     he rules over the nations. 
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
     all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
     they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
     the saving deeds that he has done. 
 

We will depart in silence. 
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Good Friday, April 2nd 

8 am to 3 pm, Diocesan Good Friday Vigil, via zoom. 
 

Noon, Good Friday Liturgy lead by the Bishop, via zoom. 
 

7 pm, St. James Zoom Service, centering on the Seven Last Words of Christ. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88362235977?pwd=YTBuTmhQdFJMVVNZbVF4NGF5eWMrdz09 
Meeting ID: 883 6223 5977, Passcode: church 
To call in with voice only: 
1-646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 883 622 35977# Passcode: *490003# 
 

Holy Saturday, April 3rd 

10 am, Mo. Cathy Dempsey-Sims is offering by Zoom the traditional BCP service. 
 

Easter Day, April 4th 

10 am, In-Person Service of Holy Eucharist at St. James 
 

11:30 am,  Zoom service (the zoom link is the same as Palm Sunday.) 
 

Links to the Diocesan services will be posted when they are available. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY 14020 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for online worship opportunities. 

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802 
Website: www. saintjamesbatavia.org 

Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 
Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


