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You are an important part of the St. James Community.   
Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance, we 

know that we are united in love.  
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The Word of God 
 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg 351 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Decalogue  BCP p. 350 
Hear the commandments of God to his people:  I am the Lord your God 
who brought you out of bondage.   
You shall have no other gods but me.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not make for yourself any idol.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Honor your father and your mother.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit murder.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit adultery.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not steal.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not be a false witness.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” Mark 12:29 31 
 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Please keep a short period of silence 
This is a good time to bring to mind those actions or inactions that have 

separated you from God, from others, or from your best self. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 
A lay person may say, remaining kneeling 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 42 
Lord, open our lips. 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  Come let us adore him. 
 

  



4 
 

Venite BCP p. 44 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;* 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving* 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
 

For the Lord is a great God* 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,* 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it,* 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,* 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God. 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.* 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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The First Reading   Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 
on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 
off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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In his dream, God shows Ezekiel valley of dry 

bones. No skin, no muscle, no life, just bones. 

God restores these dry bones and breathes into 

them the breath of life.  God told Ezekiel that 

God would restore the people of Isreal like God 

restored the disconnected, usless bones.  

These days, I feel disconnected and at points 

every bit as useless as a dry bone. You too?  

The promise that God makes to us is no matter 

how, dry, broken, or disconnected we may be, 

God is here with us to Re-member us, to put us 

back, restore us, and make us his living body. 

Full of life, breath and oh, so very useful! 
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Psalm 130  De profundis BCP pg 784 
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; 
   Lord, hear my voice; * 
 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, * 
 O Lord, who could stand? 
3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
 therefore you shall be feared. 
4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; * 
 in his word is my hope. 
5 My soul waits for the Lord, 
   more than watchmen for the morning, * 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, * 
 for with the Lord there is mercy; 
7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
 and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
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CHRIST LIVES IN US. 

CHRIST DWELLS IN US. 

THAT IS THE DIFFERENCE THAT MAKES US FREE,  

THAT GIVES US CHOICES, 

THAT MAKES OUR LIVES MEANINGFUL, 

PRODUCTTIVE AND JOYFUL. 

 

The Second Reading Romans 8:6-11 
 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God's law--indeed it cannot, and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



9 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John John 11:1-45 
 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters 
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
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come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how 
he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took 
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 
 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him.  
 

 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God.  
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Reflections on the Gospel 
The Power of Life 

 
Unless you read a bit further in this Gospel, you may not realize that in 
John’s telling, the raising of Lazarus was the motive for the crucifixion.  
The very next thing that happens in this story is that someone went to the 
Pharisees and told them how Jesus had raised a man from the dead.  This 
is the last straw for the authorities. The Pharisees and chief priests engage 
in some petty wrangling about control and power, and then “from that day 
on they plotted to kill Jesus” (v. 53).   
 
The raising of Lazarus is the moment when the authorities realize the 
danger to the status quo. It is clear that Jesus is dangerous.  Their own 
power, control and authority mean nothing against a man who has such 
abilities.  Do any of the scribes or Pharisees realize that this power truly 
comes from God?  Perhaps, I hope so.  But this gospel is not about judging 
others, it is about recognizing the true power of Jesus of Nazarus.  It is 
about realizing the power of life over death that is used for us.   
 

My life is given to me in creation,  
my breath and strength come from God. 

 
As you go through your week, I ask you to repeat that statement to 
yourself.  Here are some questions for you to ponder. 
 
 Some reacted in fear when they encountered Jesus’ power over 

death.   
o What feelings does it invoke in me? 
o What does it mean to me? 
o What power does it give to me? 

 How do I use the power of life that is given to me in Jesus? 
 What can I do today to share the power of life within me with 

others? 
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The Baptismal Covenant BCP pg 304 
 
Our Baptismal Covenant is our call to action as Christians.  The first part 
describes very briefly our belief in the One, Holy and Undividied Trininty.  
The questions and answers that follow are our pledge in how we will live 
out our Christian faith.  As you reaffirm these promises think about how—
especially now, as our circumstances are confined—you can live into the 
promises that you make here. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
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Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

The Prayers BCP p. 97 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Suffrages  BPC p. 97 
Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 
 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 
 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 
 
Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 
Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 
 
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections 
of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire 
what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, 
our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Sundays  BCP p. 98 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace  BCP p. 99 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal 
life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, 
in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may 
not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Grace  BCP p. 100 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety 
to this new day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall 
into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the 
fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Let us offer prayers to God who sent his Son into the world. 
 

For the church throughout the world, sharing the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For Micheal our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Mother Bonnie our 
rector, Diana our deacon and all who minister in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all the peoples of the earth who share God’s covenant of peace. 
Especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.  Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who are oppressed, afflicted, or in need. 
Especially Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, Debbie, 
Paul, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 



15 
 

Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, 
Charlie, Lew-Ann, Joanne  and (Please add names on your personal prayer 
list here.) 
May God keep our loved ones in his hand.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the dying and the dead. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our families, friends, and companions, and for all those we love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Blessed are you, God of Abraham’s family through out the world.  Hear our 
prayers for all those in need in every place and bless us as we come to 
your altar;through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  BCP p 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Solemn Prayer 
We pray to the Lord.   
 

Look mercifully on me and your whole family, Almighty God, that by your 
great goodness we may be goverened and preserved evermore; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Dismissal   
I will go into the world sharing God's love. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 

 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
We pray God's blessing be with you 
on your special day and every day. 

 

Elizabeth Colontonio  3/30,   Dave King  4/1 
 

 
THANKSGIVING IN SPRING 

This year we will be celebrating our annual Thanksgiving in Spring turkey 
dinner in May or June.  It will be served following the Sunday 
service.  Once again the turkeys will be roasted in the church kitchen and 
you will be asked to bring a pie or side dish.  More details later.  We will let 
you know of the date as soon as it can be scheduled.   
 

HATS AND MITTENS 
If you have yarn at home, this is a great time to start your knitting needles 
and crochet hooks flashing.  Make a hat, mittens, or a scarf (one or 
several!)  As soon as we’re open we’ll start collecting hand-made and 
store-bought items for Christmas 2020.  Thank you!  
 

 
If May 10th is not possible for our Spring Ring,  

we will reschedule for a date later in the spring.  
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


