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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 
 

Jesus and the Woman at the Well 
 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
 

March 15, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   On-Line Service 
 

Welcome to St. James! 
 
 

Instructions for standing, sitting and kneeling are in the bulletin.   
 

Please engage in these as you are comfortable and able.  We 
regularly use two books in our worship: The Hymnal (blue) and  

the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) (red). 
 

Please join your voice to the hymns and 
 the prayers printed in bold.  
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Prelude   
 

The Word of God 
Please stand. 

 

Hymn 343    Shepherd of Souls 
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Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever.  Amen. 
 
Lord, Prepare Me 

“Lord, prepare me, to be a sanctuary. 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.”  
 

The Decalogue  
Please kneel as you are able. 

 

Hear the commandments of God to his people:  I am the Lord your God 
who brought you out of bondage.  You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not make for yourself any idol.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Honor your father and your mother.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit murder.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit adultery.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not steal.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater than these.” Mark 12:29 31 
The Deacon bids us to confession, saying 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 

The Presider alone stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Please stand. 

 
Collect of the Day BCP pg 218 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves 
to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in 
our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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The First Reading   Exodus 17:1-7 
 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with 
Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why 
did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead 
of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing 
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or 
not?” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 95  Venite, exultemus BCP pg 724 

1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

3 For the LORD is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

7 For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

8 Harden not your hearts, 
as your forebears did in the wilderness, * 
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, 
when they tempted me. 

9 They put me to the test, * 
though they had seen my works. 

10 Forty years long I detested that generation and said, * 
"This people are wayward in their hearts; 
they do not know my ways." 

11 So I swore in my wrath, * 
"They shall not enter into my rest." 
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Hymn 679 Surely it is God who saves me 
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The Second Reading Romans 5:1-11 
 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And 
not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us. 
 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will 
we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more 
than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn 148 Creator of the earth and skies 
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The Holy Gospel John 4:5-42 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 
his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have 
to keep coming here to draw water.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The 
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and 
the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour 
is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he 
will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you.” 
 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why 
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are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and went 
back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told 
me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They 
left the city and were on their way to him. 
 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But 
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” So the 
disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to 
eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes 
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are 
ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering 
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For 
here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to 
reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor.” 
 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They 
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Savior of the world.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon   How deep is the well? Mother Bonnie Morris 
 

Jesus asks her for a drink.  She says… 

“Sir, the well is deep.  How can I reach the water?” 

Or does she mean… 

“Sir, the well is deep.  There is so much there!” 

A deep well can mean two things.  The well is deep and the water is 

beyond my reach, or the well is deep and it contains so much that I’ll have 

water forever. 

What well do I seek?  Is it a well of fear, sadness of anxiety?  Yes, to be 

sure I have one of those.  That well is indeed deep, and sometimes seems 

so full to the brim that I don’t need a bucket or a rope to skim off the top, 

my unaided hand can easily reach in and I can be immersed in the depths 

of my fears, sadness and grief.  And oh, how deep it can go.  We all have 

one of those wells. 

But Jesus is offering something much different.  This is a well of living 

water, and it is deep indeed.  It is a well of calm, forgiveness and love.  It 

contains the waters of creation and baptism.  It flows to the very top with 

the living water that Jesus describes—the living water that brings life, 

forgiveness, fullness and refreshment. It is deep with a lifetime of strength, 

renewal. 

Today, right now are living in a world of fear and reaction, in a reality of 

spreading illness.  This anxiety can keep us separated, making us fearful of 

contact with others.  .  But we know, even with the world going crazy we 

have a well of living water that connects us, gives us strength and 

encouragement when all seems bleak.   

 

The Samaritan woman was invited to drink deeply of this living water.  And 

so are we.  
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Please stand. 

The Baptismal Covenant BCP pg 304 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help.  
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The Prayers of the People 
Deacon: 
Let us offer prayers to God who sent his Son into the world. 
 

Intercessor: 
For the church throughout the world, sharing the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For Micheal our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Mother Bonnie our 
rector, Diana our deacon and all who minister in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all the peoples of the earth who share God’s covenant of peace. 
Especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, 
Devyn and Trevor.  Lord, have mercy. 
For all who are oppressed, afflicted, or in need. 
Especially Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, 
Debbie, Paul, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, 
Nicholas’ Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, 
Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie and (the congregation may insert a name 
they wish to include, either silently or aloud.)  May God keep our loved 
ones in his hand. Lord, have mercy. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our families, friends, and companions, and for all those we love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider: 
Blessed are you, God of Abraham’s family through out the world.  Hear our 
prayers for all those in need in every place and bless us as we come to 
your altar;through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Solemn Prayer 
The Deacon bids us to prayer, saying 
Bow down before the Lord.   
 

Look mercifully on this your family, Almighty God, that by your great 
goodness they may be goverened and preserved evermore; through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
  



16 
 

Hymn 690 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah 
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Dismissal  BCP pg 366 
Our deacon will dismiss us first in Japanese and then in English.  

Kami no I wo wakachi I masho.  Go into the world sharing God's love. 
Thanks be to God  (Please respond in your own language). 
 

Postlude 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
We pray God's blessing be with you 
on your special day and every day. 

 

Patrick Morris  3/19,   Theresa Kershner  3/20 
Rachael Best, 03/21 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
This year we will be celebrating our annual Thanksgiving in Spring turkey 
dinner on April 26th.  It will be served following the Sunday service.  Once 
again the turkeys will be roasted in the church kitchen and you will be 
asked to bring a pie or side dish.  More details later.  Save the date on your 
calendar now. 
 

ADOPT A PROJECT:  PARISH HALL CHAIRS 
At the January meeting, the vestry voted to approve the purchase of new 
chairs for the parish hall.  This ECW initiative has been already partially 
funded through generous donations from Genesee Chorale members as 
well as donations from several parishioners, currently totaling over 
$3,000.00.  If you are interested in helping fund the remaining $300.00, 
please give your donation to either Diane Skelton or Joan Ellison.  Checks 
should be made out to St. James ECW.  Now that the new chairs have 
arrived many of the current chairs will be sold for $5.00 each.  We also 
have older tables that are no longer being used that we are selling for 
$10.00 each.  If interested in purchasing some please contact the parish 
office to arrange for pick up.  They will also be for sale in the Thrift Store 
on Thursdays. 
 

HATS AND MITTENS 
Christmas 2019 is still a long ways away.  However, this is a good time to 
pick up some sales on winter wear.  Many stores are already marking down 
their hats, scarves, and gloves.  Although we don’t know who will get these 
items, there is always a need in our community for warm clothing.  So as 
you pass through a store, check out the prices on winter items and see if 
you can find a real bargain.  There is already a box started for donations 
for our Angel Tree 2020. 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service: 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Weekday Services 

Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at 
the Premier Genesee Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  

The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


