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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus by Henry Ossawa Tanner, ca. 1927 
 
 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

March 8, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

Welcome to St. James! 
 
 

Instructions for standing, sitting and kneeling are in the bulletin.   
 

Please engage in these as you are comfortable and able.  We 
regularly use two books in our worship: The Hymnal (blue) and  

the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) (red). 
 

Please join your voice to the hymns and 
 the prayers printed in bold.  
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Prelude   ‘Jerusalem’ Charles H. Perry 
 

The Word of God 
Please stand. 

 

Hymn 637    How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 
 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Decalogue  
Please kneel as you are able. 

 

Hear the commandments of God to his people:  I am the Lord your God who brought 
you out of bondage.  You shall have no other gods but me. Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not make for yourself any idol.     Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. Amen. Lord have 
mercy. 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.    Amen. Lord have mercy. 
Honor your father and your mother.   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit murder.   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not commit adultery.   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not steal.   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not be a false witness.   Amen. Lord have mercy. 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29 31 
 

The Deacon bids us to confession, saying 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Presider alone stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

Please stand. 

Kyrie Hymnal S-96 

 

Collect of the Day BCP pg 216 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have 
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 
faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your 
Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
The First Reading   Genesis 12:1-4a 
The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.  
 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 121  Levavi oculos BCP pg 779 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 
 

The Second Reading Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but 
not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it 
was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not 
reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
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For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also 
to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Hymn 635 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 
 

The Holy Gospel John 3:1-17 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 
Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born 
after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and 
be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things 
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one 
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon   Staying in the Game Mother Bonnie Morris 
Please stand. 

The Baptismal Covenant BCP pg 304 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 
the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
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The Prayers of the People 
Deacon: 
Let us offer prayers to God who sent his Son into the world. 
 

Intercessor: 
For the church throughout the world, sharing the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For Micheal our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, Mother Bonnie our rector, Diana our 
deacon and all who minister in Christ. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all the peoples of the earth who share God’s covenant of peace. 
Especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor.  Lord, have mercy. 
For all who are oppressed, afflicted, or in need. 
Especially Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, Debbie, Paul, 
Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, Nicholas’ Bob, Charlene, 
Brian, Rita, Rocco, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie 
and (the congregation may insert a name they wish to include, either silently or aloud.)  
May God keep our loved ones in his hand. Lord, have mercy. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our families, friends, and companions, and for all those we love. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one 
another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 

Presider: 
Blessed are you, God of Abraham’s family through out the world.  Hear our prayers for 
all those in need in every place and bless us as we come to your altar;through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory  When Jesus Wept Billings, arr. Shaw-Parker 

When Jesus wept a falling tear 
In mercy flowed beyond all bound. 

When Jesus groaned a trembling fear  
Seized all the guilty world around. 
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When Jesus wept a falling tear 
In mercy flowed beyond all bound. 

When Jesus groaned a trembling fear  
Seized all the guilty world around. 

 

When Jesus wept a falling tear 
In mercy flowed beyond all bound. 

When Jesus groaned a trembling fear  
Seized all the guilty world around. 

 

When Jesus wept a falling tear 
In mercy flowed beyond all bound. 

When Jesus groaned a trembling fear  
Seized all the guilty world around. 

 
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of 

Bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the altar. 
 

Please stand. 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A BCP pg 361 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin.  By his grace we are able to triumph 
over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us 
and rose again.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

Hymn S124 The Sanctus  

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
  

Holy and gracious Father in your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon 
the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
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and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
Hymn S-161 The Fraction Anthem 

 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion,  
either at the hgh altar or the chantry altar  

Deacon Diana will be at the chantry altar for prayers of healing. 
 

Communion Hymns 
Lord, Prepare Me 

“Lord, prepare me, to be a sanctuary. 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.”  
Hymn 691 My faith looks up to thee 
Hymn 440 Blessed Jesus, at thy word 
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Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Solemn Prayer 
The Deacon bids us to prayer, saying 
Bow down before the Lord.   
 

Keep this your family, Lord, with your never-failng mercy, that relying solely on the 
help of your heavenly grace, they may be upheld by your divine protection; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Hymn 473 Lift high the cross 
  

Dismissal  BCP pg 366 
Our deacon will dismiss us first in Japanese and then in English.  

Kami no I wo wakachi I masho.  Go into the world sharing God's love. 
Thanks be to God  (Please respond in your own language). 
 

Postlude   ‘Air on a Ground Bass’ Henry Purcell 

 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

We pray God's blessing be with you 
on your special day and every day. 

 

     Connie Findlay  3/8, 
Cathy Judkins  3/9,   Bridgitt Hammond  3/9, 
 Russ Dvoroznak  3/11,   Dillon Hirsch  3/11 
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FROM OUR BISHOP: 
CORONAVIRUS PREPARATIONS: RESOURCES AND GUIDELINES 

Federal health officials are urging Americans to begin preparing for the spread of the 
coronavirus, also known as COVID-19.   We can prepare to help slow the progress of 
the virus if it should spread to our region. 
 

To help limit the spread of coronavirus, as well as colds and the flu: 
 Wash your hands frequently with soap and warm water  
 Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
 Stay home when you feel sick 

 

How we at St. James can help to stop the spread of germs and illness: 
 All clergy and lay Eucharistic ministers will use hand sanitizer before 

distributing communion.   
 We haved suspended the practice of intinction (dipping the bread into 

the chalice).   
 We can pass the peace with a nod and a smile, a fist bump, an elbow 

tap, or another sign that avoids close physical contact. 
 If you are ill, please stay home.  Let St. James know and we’ll include 

you in our prayers.   
 All coffee hour volunteers should wash their hands and handle food 

with plastic gloves or utensils. 
 

Episcopal Relief & Development is a reliable source of information about the symptoms 
of the virus, how it spreads, and what you can do to prevent it. Find more information 
online at https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-
response-to-epidemics/ 

 
FISH FRY HELP NEEDED 

The twenty-sixth annual Lenten Fish Fry began last Friday. With five more weeks 
to go, we need wait staff, bussers, delivery people, dish washers, and more. 
Please see Wayne Judkins or Jim Ellison for an assignment. 

 
DONATIONS FOR FISH FRY BAKING WOULD BE HELPFUL 

Donations of canned blueberry pie filling, cherry pie filling, raspberry pie filling, 
frozen blueberries, flour, sugar, graham crackers and confectionery sugar will be 
greatly appreciated.  Thanks Sue Best 
 
  

https://episcopalpartnership.org/coronavirus-preparations-resources-and-guidelines/
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ADOPT A PROJECT:  PARISH HALL CHAIRS 
At the January meeting, the vestry voted to approve the purchase of new chairs 
for the parish hall.  This ECW initiative has been already partially funded through 
generous donations from Genesee Chorale members as well as donations from 
several parishioners, currently totaling over $3,000.00.  If you are interested in 
helping fund the remaining $300.00, please give your donation to either Diane 
Skelton or Joan Ellison.  Checks should be made out to St. James ECW.  Now that 
the new chairs have arrived many of the current chairs will be sold for $5.00 
each.  We also have older tables that are no longer being used that we are selling 
for $10.00 each.  If interested in purchasing some please contact the parish office 
to arrange for pick up.  They will also be for sale in the Thrift Store on Thursdays. 
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Lay Ministries Schedule  

 March 8 March 15 

EM1 Carol Queal Judy Essig 

EM2 Bonnie Dvoroznak Jo-Ann Bestine 

Chantry EM Barb King Diane Cox 

Lesson 1 Bette Rung Bill Sofia 

Lesson 2 Joan Ellison Lexie Belluscio 

Prayers of 

the people 
Liz Findlay Jim Neider 

Acolytes 
Nichole Essig 

Jo-Ann Bestine 

Scott Belluscio 

Jaykob Belluscio 

Ushers 
Nancy Harrington 

Jane McKeehan 

Carol Queal 

Paula Alker 

Greeters 
Dean Perry 

Bill Coughlin 

Bonnie Smith 

Larry Belluscio 

Element 

Bearers 
Kathy & Larry Belluscio 

Jenn Wood & 

Rich Geitner 

Coffee Hour Anne & Ric Iannelloi Anne & Ric Iannello 

Flower Delivery Liz Findlay Betsy Dexheimer 

Altar Guild 

Kathy Belluscio 

Anne Iannello 

Debbie Barone 

Jolene Folger 

Karen Odell 

Harold Odell 

Closer Dave Lange Rick Iannello 

 

The Schedule can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org 
and Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

If you are scheduled and cannot serve  
please find a sub and call the parish office 343-6802  ext-1 

  

http://www.stjamesbatavia.org/
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The St. James Calendar 
 

Sun, Mar 8 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:00 am – 11:00 am Sunday School 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
  1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Anita Marshall Funeral 
Mon, Mar 9 10:00 am – 3:00 pm Respite Care Program 
  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Mar 10 10:00 am – 2:00 pm Baby Café, Parish Hall 
  1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Vestry Reports due 
  3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Holy Eucharistic @ Genesee Premier 
  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM Meeting at Judkin’s Home in Corfu 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Internal Communications Meeting 
  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Finance Team Meeting 
Wed, Mar 11 11:00 am – 11:30 am  Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Hand Bell Choir 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, Mar 12 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Shop Open  
Fri, Mar 13 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Second Lenten Fish Fry 
Sun, Mar 15 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:00 am – 11:00 am Sunday School Class 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Mar 16  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Mar 17 10:00 am – 3:00 pm Baby Café 
  3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM Meeting, Judkin’s Home in Corfu 
  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Vestry Meeting 
Wed, Mar 18 11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
  12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Hand Bell Choir 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Choir Rehearsal, Music Room 
Thu, Mar 19 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Shop Open 
Fri, Mar 20 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Third Lenten Fish Fry 
Sun, Mar 22 9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
  10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:00 am – 11:00 am Sunday School Class 
  11:15 am – 12:00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Mar 23 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Wardens’ Meeting 
  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service: 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Weekday Services 

Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the 

Premier Genesee Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  

The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


