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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 

 
Sea of Galilee, by Vasily Polenov, 1899 

 
 

The First Sunday in Lent 
 

February 21, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important 
part of the St. James Community and know that we are united in 

love and worship. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in the prayers and responses  
printed in bold 
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The Word of God 
 

Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Glory to God BCP pg. 356 
Glory to God in the highest, 

And peace to his people on earth, 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to help 
us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, let each 
one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The First Reading   Genesis 9:8-17 
 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will 
see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 25:1-9  Ad te, Domine, levavi BPC pg. 614 
 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness * 
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

The Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in 
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 1:9-15 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon       It’s a Come-as-you-are Party and you’re Invited!  Mother Bonnie Morris 
 

With the Gospel today we’re back to the beginning of Mark’s story.  True to the urgent pacing of Mark, 
in 7 verses we have: Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee, baptized in the Jordan with the voice of God 
claiming him, temptation in the wilderness by Satan.  John is arrested and now: God is here, come 
near, turn, believe in the good news.  Present tense—now, here, come turn, believe.  These few verses 
cover a lot of territory. 
 

First: Nazareth in Galilee.  Galilee was NOT Judea.  It was distrusted, cut off, poor and marginalized 
from Roman and Judean society.  It was surrounded by Samaria and gentile lands and cities. It was a 
backwater of nowheresville. 
 

Second: The River Jordan. It was holy, sacred, a place of transition connected to Moses and Elijah.  It 
was the crossover to the holy land.  It is also simply water—connected to baptism, cleansing, 
refreshment, movement, as well as a bit of chaos and danger.   
 

Jesus of the no credentials (with the eye-popping exception of the voice of God) is inviting us on a trip. 
Now.  No preliminaries, no lineage, no resume, just a ya’ll come and see.  The other Gospels set the 
stage of Jesus’s lineage and specialness.  Mark just says here he is—our Messiah from nowhere: jump 
in, let’s go.  This man from nowhere leads us through rough ground to the River Jordan, a scared place 
of movement and transition.  We jump into the waters of baptism, are cleansed, refreshed and we 
land…where?  This is our invitation into a Holy Lent, our invitation to our own path of self-discovery.   
 

It’s a come-as-you-are party, and we are invited.  We’ll be tossed about on rough seas, witness 
miraculous healings, desperate betrayals and then we’ll be transformed, healed and enlivened in love.  
Through it and in it we will cross through unknown terrain and face challenges and pitfalls.  This 
journey is our life in the hear and now, our life in the Kingdom of God.  Welcome to your Holy Lent.  
Welcome to your journey.  Let’s jump in! 
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The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
During this season of Lent, we reflect inwards to find and name those things that cause us to separate 
from the spirit of love, then move towards repentance and healing through prayers, confession and 
fasting, and finally to wholeness which comes from knowing that we are resurrection people and 
becoming who we are meant to be.  
God in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

The world is in pain and it's people are suffering with a disease not only of body, but of mind and spirit 
as well. We pray for the people whose names the world knows, whose stories are told daily in the 
news.  
God in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those who continue to fight for the freedom and rights of others especially. Mitch, Eric, 
David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor and for those essential 
workers who sacrifice to make the lives of others better.   
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

As we struggle to stay positive during this time of isolation, change, and fear... blanket us with the 
healing power of your love so we can find ways to be grateful for the lessons learned during this time. 
Remove our fear of change and replace it with the spirit of a renewed life.   God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us patience to wait our turn and to continue to love the other by following guidelines and 
mandates that we might not agree with. Fill us with your spirit so that we find joy in the present, while 
keeping our eyes focused on the future of the church when we will be able to gather as a community 
once again. 
God in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  
 

We offer prayers for those who are in need of physical healing or suffer in places of the heart that only 
you can know.  We especially hold up. Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus, 
Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, 
Steve, Bill, Joanne, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, Daphne and Charlene.  Are there 
others you would like to include?   pause.   
God in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, we place at your feet, those things that pull at our hearts, as we recognize and acknowledge 
actions that have caused pain and sorrow to our brothers and sisters.  
Open our eyes to the injustice we can change in our neighborhoods and continue to give us ears to 
hear your call to the church to become the beloved community.   
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

As we gain insights into ourselves during this Lenten journey, teach us to love as you love us, forgive 
as you forgive, and show grace as you show grace.  Guide us as we find ways to reflect your gospel 
message in the world, emboldened by the Holy Spirit.  
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 

Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider says: 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
Doxology (spoken) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our brothers and 
sisters near and far. 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament, and that 
you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-giving Presence. I love you above 
all else, and my desire is to always welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you in consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence 
spiritually in my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your love.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Readers on Feb 14th: 1st Lesson &  Psalm  Nancy Harrington 
    2nd Lesson   Debbie Barone 
    Prayers of the People Diane & Kevin Skelton 
 

Alex’s Chicken BBQ Tickets are Available 
Put the mood of summer on your dinner table by having a chicken BBQ without the hassel of having to 
cook it yourself.  The meal is “pick up at the side entrance”, a safe way to get your order. The ticket 
price is still $11.00.  You can call Carol Queal at 585-343-5177 or call the office at 585-343-6802 if you 
would like to purchase tickets. 
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February 21st  through February 28th   
 

Feb 21st   
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
   To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
   Meeting ID:  898 108 57988 
  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 (same Zoom Link as above) 
 

Feb 22nd   
2:00 p.m. Finance Team Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378 
 

7:00 p.m. Commumications Team Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232 
  Meeting ID:  844 7683 8232 
  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 844 7683 8232 
 

Feb 23rd    
7:00 p.m. Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
  To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 
 

Feb 24th   
12:00 a.m. Bible Discussion Group on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457 
  Meeting ID:  579 180 457 
  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 579 180 457 
 

Feb 25th  
7:00 p.m. Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
  To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 

 

Feb 28th  
10:00 p.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
  Meeting ID:  342 842 3369 
  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group on Zoom 
    To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
    Meeting ID:  342 842 3369 
    Password-church 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457?pwd=dnFpVkN0d1hzd0hCTEMwSzJUVjkvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 

Batavia, NY 14020 

 
 
 
 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for 

online worship opportunities 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  
Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  
Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Amy Celentano, Phillip Colantonio, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Elizabeth Findlay, Jolene Folger,  

Barbara King,  Dean Perry, Bill Sofia  
 

Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 
Treasurer:  Rick Iannello 

 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org  
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
http://www/
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