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Dear St. James Family, 
 
I miss seeing you in person and you are in my prayers every day. As we 
can’t gather in person for our Holy Week Services, I offer this resource with 
readings and prayers for each day. 
 
If you are able, please look for emails, website updates and Facebook 
postings for ways to connect with your St. James family. 
 
http://stjamesbatavia.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesepiscopalchurchbatavia 
 
If cannot connect in any of these digital ways, please call me on my cell 
phone or the church office: 
Mother Bonnie (716) 510-2091 
Church Office (585) 343-6802 (this phone number is being answered 
remotely) 
 
My prayers and thoughts are with you!   
Mother Bonnie+ 

  



Palm Sunday 
 
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 
may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby 
you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-23    Confitemini Domino 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 

I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
"This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter." 
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. 
The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the LORD's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 
Matthew 21:1-11 
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had 
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord 
needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 



humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought 
the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 
them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
"Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Let us pray. 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you 
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day 
he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed 
as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of 
palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, 
and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our 
King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 
reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

  



Monday in Holy Week 
 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Isaiah 42:5-7 

Thus says God, the LORD, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 

to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 

Psalm 36:5-7   Dixit injustus 
Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, * 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 

your justice like the great deep; * 
you save both man and beast, O LORD. 
How priceless is your love, O God! * 

your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
Let not the foot of the proud come near me, * 

nor the hand of the wicked push me aside. 
  



Tuesday in Holy Week 
 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of 
shameful death to be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in 
the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the 
sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 71:1-6  In te, Domine, speravi 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; * 
let me never be ashamed. 

In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; * 
incline your ear to me and save me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; * 
you are my crag and my stronghold. 

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, * 
from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 

For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, * 
my confidence since I was young. 

I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 
from my mother's womb you have been my strength; * 

my praise shall be always of you. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength.  



Wednesday in Holy Week 

 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped 
and his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the 
sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be 
revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 70     Deus, in adjutorium 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 

Let those who seek my life be ashamed 
and altogether dismayed; * 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say for ever, 

"Great is the LORD!" 
But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 
You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O LORD, do not tarry. 
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has 
taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, 
so that you may not grow weary or lose heart. 
  



Maundy Thursday 

 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, 
instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we 
may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in 
these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 116:12-13     Dilexi, quoniam 

How shall I repay the LORD * 
for all the good things he has done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
and call upon the Name of the LORD. 

 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me." In the same way he took the cup also, after 
supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
 
John 13:35 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 

  



Good Friday 

 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for 
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the 
hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
John 18:1-19:42 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there 
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, 
also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas 
brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and 
the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then 
Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, 
"Whom are you looking for?" They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I 
am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to 
them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, 
"Whom are you looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, 
"I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go." This was 
to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom 
you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high 
priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus. Jesus said 
to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the 
Father has given me?" 
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 
First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high 
priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better 
to have one person die for the people. 
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to 
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter 
was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high 
priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. 
The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" 
He said, "I am not." Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire 
because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. 
Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 
Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in 



synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said 
nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; 
they know what I said." When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby 
struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?" Jesus 
answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken 
rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high 
priest. 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are 
not also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
asked, "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" Again Peter denied it, and at 
that moment the cock crowed. 
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, 
"What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered, "If this man 
were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." Pilate said to 
them, "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." The Jews 
replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what 
Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are 
you the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?" Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus 
answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the 
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked him, "So you are a 
king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this 
I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice." Pilate asked him, "What is truth?" 
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case 
against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the 
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" They shouted 
in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit. 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept 
coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. 
Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let 



you know that I find no case against him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" When the 
chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 
Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 
him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought 
to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God." 
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him 
no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not 
know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered 
him, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; 
therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." From then 
on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you 
are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 
against the emperor." 
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's 
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was 
the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the 
Jews, "Here is your King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify 
him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, 
"We have no king but the emperor." Then he handed him over to them to be 
crucified. 
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called 
The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified 
him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate 
also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place 
where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, 
and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The 
King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, I am King of the Jews.'" Pilate answered, 
"What I have written I have written." When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they 
took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also 
took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So 
they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get 
it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 

"They divided my clothes among themselves, 
and for my clothing they cast lots." 

And that is what the soldiers did. 



Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother 
and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
"Woman, here is your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), "I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus 
had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. 
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the 
cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great 
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and 
the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 
the other who had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw 
that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw 
this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows 
that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken." And again another passage of 
scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they have pierced." 
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a 
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture 
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of 
Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom 
of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, 
because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
Jesus there. 
  



Holy Saturday 
 
O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body 
of your dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, 
so we may await with him the coming of the third day, and rise with 
him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16   In te, Domine, speravi 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

for you are my tower of strength. 
My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
John 19:38-42 
Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the authorities , asked Pilate to let him take 
away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and 
removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now 
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the 
garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And 
so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was 
nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 


