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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 
 

 
 

Christ Healing Simon Peter’s Mother-in-Law, mosaic, Chora Church, Istanbul, c. 1315  
 
 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

February 7, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important 
part of the St. James Community and know that we are united in 

love and worship. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Word of God 
 
Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Glory to God BCP pg. 356 
Glory to God in the highest, 

And peace to his people on earth, 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which 
you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading   Isaiah 40:21-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

who brings princes to naught, 
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

To whom then will you compare me, 
or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
Who created these? 
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He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 
mighty in power, 
not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 
and speak, O Israel, 

"My way is hidden from the LORD, 
and my right is disregarded by my God"? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, 

and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c  Laudate Dominum BPC pg. 804 

1 Hallelujah! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 
and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 
and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 
there is no limit to his wisdom. 

6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 
but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 
make music to our God upon the harp. 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 
and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 
and green plants to serve mankind. 

10 He provides food for flocks and herds * 
and for the young ravens when they cry. 

11 He is not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man; 
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12 But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, * 
in those who await his gracious favor. 

21 Hallelujah! 
 

The Second Reading 1 Corinthians  9:16-23 
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe 
to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my 
own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my 
proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the 
gospel. 
 

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To 
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God's law but am 
under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do 
it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 1:29-39 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to 
serve them. 
 

That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the 
whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, 
and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In 
the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, 
“Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon       And she served them. Mother Bonnie Morris 
 
Peter’s mother-in-law was healed by Jesus.  Then she got up and served them.  This has been read 
by many to imply that she got up and made dinner—you know, as women do.  Perhaps she did.  Or 
maybe this isn’t just about cooking, maybe in this single sentence Mark is making a much greater 
point about what the presence and healing of Christ does for all of us.   
 
The Greek word used by Mark for “serve” is “diekonei”.  Our English word “deacon” comes from this 
Greek word.  To be a deacon is to serve.  Here is another interesting linguistic tid-bit: the Greek 
word for “serve” is related to the word for “action.”   
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The picture that Mark sets up here in Peter’s house describes touch, change, action and service.  It 
can almost be seen as a baptism or an ordination.  I might be stretching my exegesis a bit thin 
when I say that here the mother-in-law of the first pope (Simon Peter, the rock of the church) was 
ordained by Jesus as the first deacon.  OK, I admit, that is taking the point too far.  But what is 
clear is that we see here that our church is people, people serving, people in action.  Mark’s gospel 
is one of action and movement.  Jesus moves from action to action.  He moves from serving to 
serving.  In our baptism and for some of us in our ordinations, we are called to receive, to be 
healed and to be in action.   
 
Our deacons are those who have heard a special call by God to be ordained leaders of our people, 
leading them out into the world, as people of action and service.  Deacons lead us by their own 
actions, by their own service of others to call us into action and service.  Just as priests don’t have 
the lock on blessing, prayer and spiritual leadership, deacons are not the only ones called to action.  
Ask any ordained person in our church—our work as deacons, priests or bishops only makes sense 
in community of all the baptized, the actions, movements and service of the people of God. 
 
In the coming months, St. James is going to be exploring our priorities, our mission, our place in the 
community.  One aspect of that will be exploring the position of rector, what are the essential 
aspects of that position, and how we will move forward with a part-time rector.  While we talk about 
budgets, job responsibilities and new paradigms, we must remember that these decisions are 
grounded in our life in Christ.  We must keep in mind two questions:  What are our core values?  
and How are we, as a church, relevant to our congregation and the community?  And from this 
groundwork we will each be called to ask “How can I serve?”  We are all called, we are all healed.  
We are all transformed by our baptism.  Let us move forward together, following in the footsteps of 
Christ, to love and serve the world. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
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Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
As we begin a new year, let us begin by bringing ourselves as the ultimate gift to Jesus. Take a 
moment of silence to open yourself up to the God who created you and loves you, and offer your 
whole being; your fears, your regrets, your gifts, and your hopes. (moment of silence) 
 

God of all the universe, the planets, the suns and stars, and every living thing found within, forgive us 
for our negligence in taking care of the world you gave us to live in and love. We dominated the earth 
out of greed instead of understanding our need for interdependence with nature.  
Creator God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for peace between people and countries around the globe this new year.  Let our actions 
reflect the words we say when we renew our own baptismal covenant promising to respect the dignity 
of every human being, and work for justice and freedom for all.  
Sustainer God, hear our prayer. 
 

We ask that the God of love continue to give health care providers, scientists, researchers, and front 
line workers the skills, energy, and protection they need to fight the pandemic that has ravaged our 
country and others around the world. Wrap your arms around them and give them the peace that only 
you can give, so they can continue one day at a time, knowing you are in the midst of the pain.  
Spirit God of healing, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those men and women who are serving to protect the lives of the innocent casualties of 
war and protect the freedoms we have come to enjoy in this country.  Do not let us take our 
democracy for granted but strive to uphold it's values as a nation.  We especially remember Mitch, 
Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor who have chosen to 
serve their country and have been put in harm’s way.  Lord, put your armor of protection around these 
brave individuals so they can continue their work for peace. 
God of humanity, hear our prayer. 
 

We hold up those in our own communities that have been effected by the Corona Virus.  Let them feel 
your presence as they mourn the loss of loved ones, health, economic stability, and joy. Our prayer is 
that they do not feel abandoned, but know you are with them always. 
God among us, hear our prayer. 
 

We especially ask for intercessory prayers for the physical and mental healing of those who are dear to 
us.  Especially Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy, 
Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, 
Joanne, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, Daphne, Sue and Charlene.  Are there others you 
would like to include?   pause.   
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Life-giver God, hear our prayers. 
 

Holy messengers and angels were sent to proclaim the good news of a Savior.  They warned of 
individuals in positions of power.  They called  people to repentance, and they glorified and worshipped 
God. Continue to send messengers to us, so that we can know what your will is for this church,  this 
diocese, and each of us as members of the body of Christ. Give us open hearts to hear your messages 
for us in this time and place.  
God of unending love, hear our prayers. 
 

Jesus, you called fishermen and ordinary people to follow your way of love, even when it was not easy. 
Give us ears to hear you calling each of us to follow you and the courage to respond as disciples.  Help 
us discern the actions we need to take as individuals and as a community of followers.  
Jesus, Emmanuel, hear our prayer.  
 
Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 

The Presider says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
Doxology (spoken) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
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Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our brothers and 
sisters near and far. 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament, and that 
you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-giving Presence. I love you above 
all else, and my desire is to always welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive you in consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence 
spiritually in my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your love.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

                           A Happy Birthday! 
                                                   Dave Lange  2/11,   Debbie Barone  2/12 

       ,   Nick Bestine  2/12,   Adam Thompson  2/12 

 
 

St James Annual Parish Meeting --February 14, 2020 
Via Zoom, after the 10 a.m. service 

 

Reports:  If you are a Ministry Chairperson, a committee team leader or in charge of any group that 
requires a report for the annual meeting, please submit your report to the office via email February 
10th.  Your cooperation submitting reports for the annual meeting will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Eligibility to vote, to be a vestry member or to be a warden are established in our By-Laws: 
 

Those eligible to vote are all persons of 18 years or more age belonging to the parish, who have 
been baptized and are regular attendants at its worship and contributors to its support for at least 
twelve months prior to an annual election or special meeting (Art. II) 
 

Wardens must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a confirmed communicant of the parish. 
 

Vestry members must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a baptized member of the parish. 
(Art. III, 1.) 
 

For more information about the vestry and our By-Laws, please go to our website: 
https://www.saintjamesbatavia.org/  and click on “Wardens and Vestry”. 
 

Alex’s Chicken BBQ Tickets are Available 
Put the mood of summer on your dinner table by having a chicken BBQ without the hassel of having to 
cook it yourself.  The meal is “pick up at the side entrance”, a safe way to get your order. The ticket 
price is still $11.00.  You can call Carol Queal at 585-343-5177 or call the office at 585-343-6802 if you 
would like to purchase tickets. 

  

https://www.saintjamesbatavia.org/
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February 7th through February 14th  
 

Feb 7th  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
   To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
  password=church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class on Zoom 
 (same Zoom Link as above) 
 

Feb 8th   
2:00 p.m. Finance Team Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378 
 

5:00 p.m. Blessing Box Planning Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83964794194 
  ID: 839 6479 4194 Passcode: blessing 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 839 6479 4194 
 

7:00 p.m. Flag Project -Our Gathering Place Planning Team Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85648799380 
  Meeting ID: 856 4879 9380, Passcode: church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 85648799380 
 

Feb 9th   
7:00 p.m. Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
  To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 
 

Feb 10th   
12:00 p.m. Bible Discussion Group on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 881 0737 1013 
 

Feb 11th   
7:00 p.m. Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
  To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 
 

Feb 14th  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Annual Meeting on Zoom 
    To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

Readers on Feb 7th: 
   1st Lesson &  Psalm  Anne Iannello 

   2nd Lesson   Lilo Townsend 
     Prayers of the People  Terry & Chip McGuire  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85648799380?pwd=YUU0TVUyL2xQQTErQzEzbFJxdU5OQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 

Batavia, NY 14020 

 
 
 
 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for 

online worship opportunities 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  
Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  
Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia  
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark, Rick Iannello 
 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org  
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
http://www/
mailto:saint.james2@outlook.com

