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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 
 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

January 24, 2020, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important 
part of the St. James Community and know that we are united in 

love and worship. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Word of God 
 
Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Glory to God BCP pg. 356 
Glory to God in the highest, 

And peace to his people on earth, 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 
Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people 
the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous 
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' 
walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 
more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 62:6-14  Nonne Deo? BPC pg. 669 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 
truly, my hope is in him. 

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
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8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
that power belongs to God. 

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

 

The Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 
present form of this world is passing away. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 1:14-20 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately 
he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon       Jonah Gets Fished    Mother Bonnie Morris 
 
Jonah is called and says “no!”  He runs, as fast as he can, in the opposite direction and goes to sea 
to get away from God.  The sailors (who fear God and don’t want to harm an innocent man) throw 
Jonah overboard.  A great big fish swallows Jonah and he sits for three days and three nights.  
Inside, in the darkness, at the bottom of the world, Jonah prays to God and sees the light.   
 
Finally, Jonah goes to work—to Nineveh—that capital city of aggression and oppression. Jonah walks 
across the populous, sprawling city armed only with his voice.  (I mean, what can you keep with you 
after being drowned, swallowed and spewed out?)  He shouts out “Forty days more, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown by God!”  And miraculously, the people hear!  They stop in their tracks and turn 
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toward God.  God spares the city from the destruction that Jonah had foretold.  God saw the people 
turn, and God was glad—but Jonah wasn’t.  After his wildly successful premier as a prophet of God, 
Jonah goes outside the city and pouts.  He is disappointed that God didn’t smite the Ninevites.  As 
Jonah sits, waiting and hoping for the fire and brimstone to descend on Nineveh, God speaks to 
Jonah.  “I love and care for all of creation; I don’t want to expel and punish; I want to comfort and 
protect.”  Jonah wanted to see Nineveh burn. 
 
Jonah was a prophet of Israel, he has his own book in the bible and is also mentioned in the Second 
Book of Kings.  Jonah knew God.  He prayed the psalms while he was in despair in the belly of the 
fish.  He was called by God and became the single most successful prophet in the history of the Old 
Testament—the largest city in the known world repented and turned to God because of Jonah’s 
words.  And yet, it is Jonah who needs to be turned, it is Jonah who needs to find God’s love.   
 
The non-Israelites—the sailors and the inhabitants of Nineveh—seem to understand and act quickly.  
To reach the lone Israelite God must move oceans, people, and fish.  Did God reach Jonah?  Did 
Jonah finally glimpse the truth of God?  We don’t know.  In the end of the story, God explains his 
universal love, care, and concern for all people, for all of creation, and that’s where the story ends.  
We don’t know what Jonah did or said next.  We don’t know, because that is not our story to know, 
and we are left to look inward.   
 
Jonah’s story is left open-ended because our stories are.  Our stories are still being told, still moving 
forward.  We are all prophets of God.  As we read Jonah’s story, we must place ourselves in his 
place.  I am a prophet, sent to show God’s love to the world.  Do I genuinely want love and justice 
for all, or do I somehow, secretly want to see Nineveh burn?  Let’s bring this closer to home.  After 
WWII, after 9/11 did we work for reconciliation or revenge?  After an election that split our nation, 
do we move forward with the work of justice and freedom or do we concentrate on the issues that 
divide us?  In the smaller altercations in my life do I want to win at all costs and bring my opponents 
down, or do I seek love and see the face of Christ in all people?  No person, no prophet is perfect. 
Looking inward, I’m sure that we can all see evidence of both success and failure in our actions, 
priorities and responses.  Jonah was called to go and work, but he wasn’t left alone either in his 
success or failure.  God was there with Jonah all though the story to guide, to push and to love.  
 
Jonah’s story is a call story.  Just as Jesus called fishermen to become “fishers of people” God called 
Jonah out of the big fish.  The disciples that Jesus chose were good people, they tried, they failed, 
they succeeded, they got it totally wrong, they understood.  They were not perfect, but they were 
perfectly human, and Jesus was with them, to guide, to push and to love. 
 
Jonah’s story is a parable, worthy of Jesus:  Jonah, the fish, Nineveh, are just the top layer.  The 
core of the story is true nature of God’s love for everyone and for our call to love our neighbor.  The 
prophet is in need of conversion; the fisherman needs to be fished. 
 
Jonah’s story is our story.  We are called, we have choices, we make decisions.  Wherever, whatever 
the results, we, like Jonah, are never left on our own.  Trapped in darkness, happy with success, or 
floundering in doubt, God is there, with us, to guide, to push and to love. 
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The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in 
the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
As we begin a new year, let us begin by bringing ourselves as the ultimate gift to Jesus. Take a 
moment of silence to open yourself up to the God who created you and loves you, and offer your 
whole being; your fears, your regrets, your gifts, and your hopes. (moment of silence) 
 

God of all the universe, the planets, the suns and stars, and every living thing found within, forgive 
us for our negligence in taking care of the world you gave us to live in and love. We dominated the 
earth out of greed instead of understanding our need for interdependence with nature.  
Creator God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for peace between people and countries around the globe this new year.  Let our actions 
reflect the words we say when we renew our own baptismal covenant promising to respect the 
dignity of every human being, and work for justice and freedom for all.  
Sustainer God, hear our prayer. 
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We ask that the God of love continue to give health care providers, scientists, researchers, and front 
line workers the skills, energy, and protection they need to fight the pandemic that has ravaged our 
country and others around the world. Wrap your arms around them and give them the peace that 
only you can give, so they can continue one day at a time, knowing you are in the midst of the pain.  
Spirit God of healing, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those men and women who are serving to protect the lives of the innocent casualties of 
war and protect the freedoms we have come to enjoy in this country.  Do not let us take our 
democracy for granted but strive to uphold it's values as a nation.  We especially remember 
Mitch, Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor who have 
chosen to serve their country and have been put in harm’s way.  Lord, put your armor of protection 
around these brave individuals so they can continue their work for peace. 
God of humanity, hear our prayer. 
 

We hold up those in our own communities that have been effected by the Corona Virus.  Let them 
feel your presence as they mourn the loss of loved ones, health, economic stability, and joy. Our 
prayer is that they do not feel abandoned, but know you are with them always. 
God among us, hear our prayer. 
 

We especially ask for intercessory prayers for the physical and mental healing of those who are dear 
to us.  Especially Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy, 
Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, 
Joanne, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, Daphne, Sue and Charlene.  Are there others 
you would like to include?   pause.   
Life-giver God, hear our prayers. 
 

Holy messengers and angels were sent to proclaim the good news of a Savior.  They warned of 
individuals in positions of power.  They called  people to repentance, and they glorified and 
worshipped God. Continue to send messengers to us, so that we can know what your will is for this 
church,  this diocese, and each of us as members of the body of Christ. Give us open hearts to hear 
your messages for us in this time and place.  
God of unending love, hear our prayers. 
 

Jesus, you called fishermen and ordinary people to follow your way of love, even when it was not 
easy. Give us ears to hear you calling each of us to follow you and the courage to respond as 
disciples.  Help us discern the actions we need to take as individuals and as a community of 
followers.  
Jesus, Emmanuel, hear our prayer.  
 
Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
The Presider says: 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
Doxology (spoken) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our brothers 
and sisters near and far. 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament, and 
that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-giving Presence. I love you 
above all else, and my desire is to always welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive you in consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your 
Presence spiritually in my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, 
and I unite myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Dismissal BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
                            A Happy Birthday! 

                                 Jacob Rosenbeck  1/25,   Bill Hawkins  1/27 

         Jon McManis  1/28 
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PIEROGIS ANYONE?? 

  

Get those handmade frozen pierogis while they last!  From the St. James’ kitchen come bags of 40 
pierogis for $15 – that includes delivery (within the county)!  What a deal! 
  

Just call/text Missi at 585-297-8477 by January 25th to reserve your bag(s).  Provide your name, 
phone number, and address. 
  

The pierogis will be delivered to your door (contact free) the morning of January 30th.  The delivery 
person will hang the bag on your doorknob and ring your bell or knock before heading to their next 
delivery.  In the bag you will find your pierogis along with a self-addressed stamped envelope so you 
can easily return your check to St. James. 
 

Thank you for always being such a supportive community of caring individuals! 
 

St James Annual Parish Meeting 
February 14, 2020 

Via Zoom, after the 10 a.m. service 
 

Reports:  If you are a Ministry Chairperson, a committee team leader or in charge of any group that 
requires a report for the annual meeting, please submit your report to the office via email January 
25th.  Your cooperation submitting reports for the annual meeting will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Vestry Member and Warden nominations and election: Nominations will be open until the 17th 
of January.  Soon after the 17th we will announce the nominees and issue the call for votes, either by 
email or snail mail.  All of the votes must be received before the opening of the Annual Meeting on 
February 14th.  The results will be announced at the meeting.  As this is the first time we have done 
a digital annual meeting, we are still working out the details.  Please stay tuned for more information. 
 
 

 
Eligibility to vote, to be a vestry member or to be a warden are established in our By-Laws: 
 

Those eligible to vote are all persons of 18 years or more age belonging to the parish, who have 
been baptized and are regular attendants at its worship and contributors to its support for at least 
twelve months prior to an annual election or special meeting (Art. II) 
 

Wardens must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a confirmed communicant of the parish. 
(Art. III, 1.) 
 

Vestry members must be 18 years or older, eligible to vote and a baptized member of the parish. 
(Art. III, 1.) 
 

For more information about the vestry and our By-Laws, please go to our website: 
https://www.saintjamesbatavia.org/  and click on “Wardens and Vestry”. 

  

https://www.saintjamesbatavia.org/
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January 24th through January 31st  
 

Jan 24th  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class on Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

Jan 25th  
2:00 p.m. Finance Team Meeting on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378 
 

Jan 27th  
12:00 p.m. Bible Discussion Group on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 881 0737 1013 
 

Jan 31st  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Class on Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 
 Readers on Jan 24th: 
  1st Lesson   Debbie Barone 
  Psalm    Lilo Townsend 
  2nd Lesson   Jim Neider 
  Prayers of the People  Diane & Kevin Skelton  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 

Batavia, NY 14020 

 
 
 
 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for 

online worship opportunities 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  
Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  
Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 
 

Vestry: 
Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia  
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark, Rick Iannello 
 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org  
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
http://www/
mailto:saint.james2@outlook.com

