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A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 24, 2020 
 

You are an important part of the St. James Community.   
Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  

we know that we are united in love. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  BCP p. 77 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; hat we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  BCP. P. 81 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
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Venite   BCP p. 82 
  Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 

    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36     Exsurgat Deus BCP p. 676 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
let them also be merry and joyful. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 

5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
God in his holy habitation! 

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into 
freedom; * 
but the rebels shall live in dry places. 

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
when you marched through the wilderness, 
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8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
you refreshed the land when it was weary. 

10 Your people found their home in it; * 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the 
poor. 

33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
sing praises to the Lord. 

34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 

35 Ascribe power to God; * 
his majesty is over Israel; 
his strength is in the skies. 

36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
Blessed be God! 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Lessons 
The First Reading   Acts 1:6-14 
 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in 
white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together 
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 9  The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus BCP p. 86 
 Isaiah 12:2-6 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Ascension of Christ by Anton Raphael Mengs (1728-1779) 

 

The Second Reading 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also 
be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for 
the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the 
Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a 
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him 
be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 



7 
 

Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of John John 17:1-11 
 

Jesus said,”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
This companion is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Ascension, by Johann Koerbecke, c. 1456-57. National Gallery of Art, 

Washington, D.C., United States 
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Reflection by Mother Bonnie Morris+ 
 

Footprints 
 

Years ago, we painted a floor in our house.  Our dog managed to walk 
through it leaving one perfect set of foot prints leading out of the room.  
When the sun hits just right through the window, you can see them.  We’ll 
never repaint that floor, those faint prints are precious to us, a physical, 
tangible reminder of our beloved pet.   
 
Footprints show where we have been, the direction we are headed now.  
Think about the footprints that you have left in your life.  I think about 
mine…sometimes I left a crazy, mixed up path full of u-turns and 
backtracks.  Sometimes the path was clear and straight.  Our footprints 
show where we have been, and the direction we are headed now.  They 
show the pitstops, detours and destinations—tangible evidence of who we 
are and what we have been.   
 
Today’s reading from Acts of the Apostles tells of the Ascension of Jesus.  
Many paintings of the Ascension show two things—the disciples looking 
upward, and below, footprints where Jesus had been standing.  The 
disciples are looking up, dumbstruck, to the clouds.  Two angels appear and 
say “don’t look up, just keep moving.”  
 
Like the disciples, we have a choice.  We can stare up at the clouds and 
wonder where Jesus got to or we can look down at the footprints that he 
left, step in them and keep moving.  Jesus gave us very clear direction.  “If 
you love me, follow my commandment.  Love one another.”  Jesus left 
tangible footprints of love.  Loving actions, loving words, loving priorities. 

 
Let’s not get stuck looking up.  Look down, look around, look left and right.  
Where do the footprints of Jesus lead us?  Where do we go next? I don’t 
know what tomorrow will look like.  I do know that I can trust the footprints 
of Jesus to point me in the right direction. 
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The Apostles' Creed BCP pg. 96 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but 
send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where 
our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



11 
 

 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God you make us glad in the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Jesus Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  So, let us pray to our Lord saying, “To you 
we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
 

Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave.  When we were 
yet sinners, you redeemed and saved us.  May we sing your eternal praises 
everywhere we go.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, call forth new 
life by your touch.  Bring forth life in the barren places of this world. 
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Living Savior, you hold the future.  Bless and restore our families, 
communities and our world.  Protect those who live to serve and protect 
others, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, 
Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Jesus the health of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the 
souls of all in pain or sorrow. Be the source of life for all people.  
Especially Nichole, Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, 
Venus, Debbie, Paul, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, 
Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, 
Richie, Luka, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne  
and (Please add names on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep 
our loved ones in his hand.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Loving Father, keep us always in the eternal light of the resurrection of your 
Son.  By your victory, bring us from death to life eternal.  Amen. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
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Easter Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever.  The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
 

  BCP pg. 102 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship.  
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Planned Communications 

Week of May 24th  through May 29th 
 

May 24 10:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer  
 11:00 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour 
 11:20 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
 You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

May 27 Noon  Bible Discussion Group 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Monday through Friday Evenings 
 7 p.m.  Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865 ,  
 or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 725 956 865 
 

 
Next Sunday, May 31st 

Please join us for Morning Prayer, Coffee Hour and Our Faith 
Discussion beginning at 10:30 via Zoom Meeting 

To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

 
Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

To join go to 
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0  
If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


