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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 
St. Paul Preaching in Athens (Raphael, 1515) 

 

A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020 
 

You are an important part of the St. James Community.   
Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  

we know that we are united in love. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  BCP p. 77 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  BCP. P. 81 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
Venite   BCP p. 82 
  Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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Psalm 66:7-18   Jubilate Deo BCP p. 674 
 

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
 you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
 but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
 which I promised with my lips 
 and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
 I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
 and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
 and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
 the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
 he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
 nor withheld his love from me. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
The First Reading   Acts 17:22-31 
 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an 
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 
us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, 
 

     ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 
The Aeropagus in Athens (lit. “big rock”) also called “Mars Hill”. 

The Areopaugs was also the highest Athenian court of law. 
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Canticle 11  The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare BCP p. 87 
 Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, * 
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, * 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; * 
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
    and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you 
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 
fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you 
an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, 
than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 
obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of 
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your 
glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Gospel of John John 14:1-14 
 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. This companion is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because 
he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection by Mo. Bonnie Morris+ 
 

Paul in Athens – Love and Truth in a Court of Law 
 

St. Paul was in Athens to preach the Good News.  He went to the 
synagogues to discuss the Torah and the Messiah with the Rabbis and the 
Jewish people.  He went to the marketplace to debate God and religion with 
the philosophers. He started to get attention; people were listening to him.  
Like Jesus, his words of love and truth started to upset some people.  So he 
was taken by the authorities to the Areopagus, the Athenian court of law. 
No longer simply in free debate, his task is to both speak the truth and to 
get to the end of the conversation with his freedom and his life intact.  He’s 
fighting for himself, but he does not disclaim or make excuses.  He does not 
back down from his belief or his sense of urgency that the Good News of 
God is for everyone.  Like Jesus, when push comes to shove he speaks 
truth to power.   
 
He does another thing like Jesus.  He doesn’t reject the culture he is in.  He 
looks to the people, where they are in the here and now.  He doesn’t reject 
Athenian beliefs; he uses them to make his point.  “You Athenians are 
religious; I know you are.  You seek the divine, you seek holiness.  You’re 
just looking in the wrong places.”  He tells them two important things:  
First, God—the creator of all things and all people—doesn’t live because we 
build things—temples or idols.  We live because God created us.  Second, 
God is present for you, for me, for everyone.  Paul doesn’t restrict God’s 
love to people who think or act like him.  It is for everyone, every single 
person.  Eternal and Universal.  The invitation is here for everyone to walk 
outside of our temples made of stone, the homes of false gods and walk 
into the creation that God made for us and find our place as Children of 
God. 
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The Apostles' Creed BCP pg. 96 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as 
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God you make us glad in the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through 
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Jesus Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  So, let us pray to our Lord saying, “To you 
we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
 

Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave.  When we were 
yet sinners, you redeemed and saved us.  May we sing your eternal praises 
everywhere we go.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, call forth new 
life by your touch.  Bring forth life in the barren places of this world. 
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Living Savior, you hold the future.  Bless and restore our families, 
communities and our world.  Protect those who live to serve and protect 
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others, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, 
Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Jesus the health of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the 
souls of all in pain or sorrow. Be the source of life for all people.  
Especially  Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, 
Debbie, Paul, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, 
Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, 
Luka, Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne  and 
(Please add names on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep our 
loved ones in his hand.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Loving Father, keep us always in the eternal light of the resurrection of your 
Son.  By your victory, bring us from death to life eternal.  Amen. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
 

Easter Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever.  The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
 

  BCP pg. 102 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen. 
 

 
Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship.  
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Planned Communications 
Week of May 17th  through May 23th 

 

May 17, 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer using Zoom Meetings 
 To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

May 17, 11:00 a.m. “Our Faith” Discussion Group 
 This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/116075920 
   or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 116 075 920 
 

May 20, Noon Bible Discussion Group 
 This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Monday through Friday Evenings at 7 p.m. join us for  
Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery via Zoom. 

To join go to https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865 ,  
or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 725 956 865 

 

Next Sunday, May 24th 
Please join us for Morning Prayer at 10:30 via Zoom Meeting 

To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

To join go to 
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0.  
If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938#.  

https://zoom.us/j/116075920
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


