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St. James Episcopal Church  

Batavia, New York 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

May 2, 2021 

Zoom Service at 9:00 a.m. – Spiritual Communion  
In-Person at 10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

 
As we are separated, please remember that you are an important part of the St. James 

Community and know that we are united in love and worship. 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Please stand. 

Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Alleluia! Christ is risen 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Glory to God BCP pg. 356 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth, Lord God, 
heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord 
Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 
the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you 
alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen 
 

Collect of the Day  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us pray. Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 
to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The First Reading Acts 8:26-40 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”  
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And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture 
that he was reading was this: 

Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth. 
 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself 
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22:24-30 Deus, Deus meus BCP pg. 612 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 
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The Second Reading 1 John 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; 
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I 
love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John  15:1-8 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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The Sermon Mother Bonnie Morris+ 

“Kudzu or Grape?  It’s up to you.” 
 
Growing up, I thought that some trees just 
looked like this.  I didn’t realize that what I was 
seeing as a part of the landscape, especially 
along highways and rural areas, was actually 
trees and bushes covered by something else—a 
vine that has gone wild, taken over and covered 
up all the indigenous plant life.  Later I learned 
that this vine is kudzu, and invasive plant that 
was brought from Asia to feed cattle and has 
taken over the American south.  I remember my 
grandfather saying:  “There are only three things 
we know for sure:  Death, taxes and kudzu.”  
 

This picture is of Tiger Mount Vineyard in 
Tiger, GA—beautifully kept, tended, 
pruned, watered and supported to produce 
the maximum yield of the best kinds of 
grapes for the most delicious wine. 
Kudzu or grape, they are both vines, and 
grow along the same general principles.  Up 
close, vines can look like a disorderly mess, 
with strands higgledy-piggledy growing, 
turning, twisting this way and that.  But 
when you step back you can see a strong 

and enduring system of mutual support that outlasts storms and potential invaders.   A 
slim branch has more strength if it is intertwined with other branches—it can bear the 
heavy weight of the fruit as it grows but individually it could support only a small 
growth of fruit.  A single strand might be torn away in rough wind, but together the 
strands form a strong central unit that holds together in spite of windy blasts.  The 
Kudzu vine grows wild, untended and usually unwanted, and ends up as an annoyance 
and hindrance.  A vineyard is planted, tended, and with careful pruning is a valued 
source of produce and income.  What makes one kind of vine vital and the other a 
nuisance?  The difference is the gardener and the pruning.   
 
Jesus says “I am the vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.”  What kind of vine is 
Jesus describing?  I’m fairly sure that Jesus had no idea of kudzu and the rampant, 
wild and destructive growth that may ensue when a plant is introduced into an 
ecosystem.  Jesus was talking about a grapevine, one that is carefully tended and 
nurtured by a loving and committed gardener.   
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The vineyard that Jesus describes grows verdantly.  The trick is in the pruning.  Jesus 
says “If a branch doesn’t bear fruit, it is trimmed off.  If it does bear fruit, it is trimmed 
to bear more fruit.”  The kudzu grows where it will, without regard to plan, priority or 
fruitfulness.  The vineyard of God is purposeful.  It is planned and nurtured for a 
particular goal.  Vines that are unhelpful, destructive or a hindrance are trimmed away 
so that the fruit grows in abundance.  God is our gardener.  We can be kudzu or we 
can be grapes.  God shows the best way forward, the most fruitful pruning, but we 
decide.  We cut, nurture, shape and water.  We set our priorities, we determine our 
actions; we grow.  God wants to make us fruitful.  Which way do you want to grow? 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will           come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
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The Prayers of the People  
In this Easter time, we are filled with hope and a sense of renewal in our hearts. For 
all that we have been gifted, let us give praise to our risen Lord. 
Alleluia! Risen Lord, hear our prayer. Alleluia! 

As the colors of each new dawn appear on the horizon, we ask Lord that you 
embolden us with the courage to stand against injustice of all kinds, but especially 
against the injustice and bias that is associated with the colors of your children. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give us a sense of urgency to not dominate but take care of all creation as Adam and 
Eve did in the garden, including plants, animals, the air, water, and the soil; all those 
things created for our pleasure and yours. As this Easter season is welcomed, help us 
to see the little things that delight us as gifts from you. Open our minds to know that 
thanking you will change our hearts. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

The world and its inhabitants are in need of healing in mind, body, and spirit. Hear our 
prayers for those we don't yet know, who are suffering from isolation, mental and 
physical illness, grief, and loss of many kinds. Wrap them with your blanket of love. 
For those we know personally that are suffering and in need of healing, let us be 
conduits of your healing power and love as we offer them to you in prayer this 
morning, especially: Tim, Shirley, Norman, Carolyn, Douglas, Gabriella, Carla, 
Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Travis, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Rita, Garth, 
Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, Joanne, David, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, 

Daphne and Charlene... Are there others you would like to include?...(pause) 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who are still working the front lines during this global pandemic, serving all 
of us, and for those who are serving in the armed forces, we ask that you keep them 
safe and strong. We pray especially for Mitch, Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, 
Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn, Trevor, Miranda and Gino. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

The cross was not death, but the beginning of a new life for us all because death was 
conquered. Today, we place our prayers of repentance at the foot of the cross, 
acknowledging our weakness to fight worldly temptations as well as those things we 
have done in your name that were not at all showing love but dominance over 
another. Open our hearts to hear your words of redemption alone, so that we might 
look and act like resurrection people, living new lives. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

As this Easter season and the resurrection of Jesus brings about shouts of joy and 
hope, fill us with a spirit of awe and wonder, believing that God loves us so much, grief 
has been turned into rejoicing for those who look up with faith. 
Alleluia! Risen Lord, hear our prayer. Alleluia! 
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Officiant 
Loving Father, keep us always in the eternal light of the resurrection of your Son. By 
your victory, bring us from death to life eternal. Amen. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Presider says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

Those attending via Zoom please turn to page 10  
and continue at The Spiritual Communion 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Moments of Joy 
This is an opportunity to share a brief moment of joy from the past week…something 

for which you give thanks to God. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory 

Please stand. 
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Doxology              Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B BCP pg. 367  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, But chiefly are we bound to praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Power and might, Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper 
he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  



11  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting 
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to 
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By 
him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
The Fraction Anthem 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  Grant us peace. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Please remain in your pew.   
A minister will bring Communion to you. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
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Post Communion Prayer Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen 

The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Those attending via Zoom at 9:00 am please continue here. 
 

Spiritual Communion 

If you like, please un-mute for the Peace.  
The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

    Please greet each other at home and on your screens, with a sign of God’s peace. 
 
Moments of Joy 
This is an opportunity to share a brief moment of joy from the past week…something 
for which you give thanks to God. (Please remember to re-mute your microphone.) 
 
Offertory 
Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us, inviting us into his love. 
 
Doxology (spoken) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

As we spend a moment in silence, you may wish to cup your hands as though you 
were going to receive communion and place them over your heart for a moment. 
Breathe in God’s goodness and love. Breathe out your anxieties and concerns. Imagine 
placing all of your love for God, and for the world God created into your hands, and 
then offer your love back to God by holding your hands out & saying... 
 
Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul.  Help me to know your Presence spiritually in my 
heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite myself 
wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your love. 
Amen. 
 

We will observe a moment of silence. 
 
Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining us 
with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and in this 
sacredness we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the sacredness of life, and may we accept the mystery as we 
accept your love — with joyful faith and eternal hope; in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always.   Amen 
 
The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Happy Birthday! 
Dawn Mark 5/2, 
Jenna Essig 5/6 

 
 

UTO In-gathering 
The ECW will be holding a UTO In-gathering on May 9th and 16th. 

 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission 
of the whole church. Through UTO, individuals are invited to embrace and deepen a 
personal daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO encourages people to notice the 
good things that happen each day, give thanks to God for those blessings and make 
an offering for each blessing. UTO is entrusted to receive the offerings, and to 
distribute the 100% of what is collected to support innovative mission and ministry 
throughout The Episcopal Church and Provinces of the Anglican Communion. 
Donations in any amount are greatly appreciated. Please place them in the UTO 
envelopes found in the bulletin and in the back of the church. Checks should be made 
out to St. James ECW. Thank you for your support! 
 
Reminder 
There will be an in-person service of Holy Eucharist in the church Wednesday mornings 
at 11:00 a.m.  Following the service there will be Bible Study in the Music Room and 
on Zoom.    
To join Zoom go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457  
Meeting ID: 579 180 457 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 579 180 457. 
Masks and social distancing will be respected. 
 
Field of Thanks 

The planning team has been working on refining the details of this event during the 
past month. We hope that this is a project that our congregation will want to rally 
around because it is OUTSIDE and has many little needs everyone can help with. Let 
Jim Ellison tell you more about it in this video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10ZFsIi486M. Please also see the flyer on the next 
page. 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10ZFsIi486M
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Sunday In-Person Worship Volunteers 

 

EM1 Judy Essig 

EM2 Jo-Ann Bestine 

1st Lesson  
& Psalm 

Jim Ellison 

2nd Lesson Joan Ellison 

Prayers of People Rose Rumery 

Acolytes Carol Queal 

Ushers 
Nancy Harrington 

     Bill Coughlin 

Greeters 
Dean Perry  

Russ Dvoroznak 

 
Altar Guild 

Jolene Folger  
Carol Queal  
Bill Coughlin 

Flower delivery Barb King 

Building Attendant  Jim Neider 
 
If you are scheduled and cannot serve, please find a sub and call the parish office (343-6802 ex-1) 
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Day May 8, 2021 EVERYONE NEEDED! 
Dear St. James family member: 
 

Many hands make light work! If all of us (or at least most of us) participate, we can make our church 
grounds beautiful in an hour! We all have been assigned an area of our church home to keep it tidy.  
Please don’t assume that because there is more than one name in your group that it’s not worth you 
coming.  You are needed.  Please call the office with questions. 
 

If every group would divvy up the tasks you could be done in less than an hour. You will get a check 
list that day to indicate what has been done and to notate remaining problems. 
 

One goal for all is to help fill in and reclaim the pit in area L so it can be mowed over. Weeds/leaves, 
dirt can go there first. No large branches…take too long to decompose. 
 

Thank you for giving our grounds a good start. Periodic review of your area would be 
appreciated throughout the summer and fall. 
 

MEN 
A. Belluscio, C. Best, 
Litter, Fence clean out/poison selectively 
 

B. Barone, Folger, Blatt 
Litter, Fences clean out/poison selectively, dumpster 
area 
 

C. Nick and Jim Bestine, Coughlin, Pierce, Abrams 

Litter, edging, leaves out of thrift store stairs,  
weeds out from  building 
 

D. Fleming, Geitner. Trim shrubs bordering C and 
back/side of church, rake lawn, to sidewalk. 
Weeding/mulching between shrubs 
 

E. Hammond: S Essig/Matt, Collee: pick up leaves, help 
G put junk by barn in Dawn’s truck 
 

F. Hawley, Perry, Carney, Lega: remove leaves in back and 
under handicap ramp. Use blower. Do NOT get dirt in stone 
under ramp. Rake back stones/clean out window wells. 
 

G. Lange, McGuire, Judkins: rake, pick up litter, pine 
cones, yard debris, goal is to eventually clear out next to 
barn. Ask team L for help. They need the dirt! 
 

H. Celentano, Rumery, Foster, pick up yard debris, some raking 
 

I. Queal, Rathman, Fancher: rake/pick up yard debris, edge sidewalk 
 

J. Iannello, Godfrey, Skelton: tidy shrubs, rake/blow out old mulch, barrow to pit in Area L, re-tuck 
fabric  edges under on drive. New mulch between shrubs 
 

K. Ely, Neider Kretshmer: Weed between shrubs and along building steps) Mulch areas, clean 

5 

3 
4 
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window wells 

L. Price, Ellison, Townsend, HUGE area, biggest job is Dentist wants fence line cleaned up….our 
turn. Small tree removal: Raking, trimming, clean around building, fill holes-use extra dirt by barn if 
needed. Cut down apple tree in pit?  Pit needs leveling/filling, use/clean up dirt to right of barn? 
 

Mulch haulers: Sofia, Colantonio, Celentano 
 

Trailer/Truck dump at brush dump: Hammond/Mark/Price (All three, please bring your truck) 
 

WOMEN 
Dawn will be helping load and trucking to landfill. (Pete and Dawn will have mowed lawn on Friday) 
 

Garden 1. Joan, Dorian, Joanne F., Joann L: Follow Joan’s guidance. Still some Bishop’s ivy to dig 
out, LIGHTLY square trim boxwood, deadhead bulbs (leave leaves) Weed out rose to left of front 
steps. Enrich garden with compost.  Add selective mulch.  Mulch trench to sidewalk edge and tamp. 
Do not step on anything green coming up. 
 

Garden 2: Jen W. Bridget, Judy, Nichole, Diana: Bishop’s ivy needs digging out…”invisible” roots 
invading fabric 3 inches below. Deadhead bulbs (leave leaves) Do not step on anything green. 
Weed out rose in front of steps. LIGHTLY Square trim boxwoods. Only add very light mulch. Mulch 
trench to sidewalk edge and tamp.  Fabric will be selectively dug out in the fall. 
 

Rose Garden: Phyllis, Sue B, Jane M: trim deadwood from roses, rake old much off and use to fill 
lawn holes.  Enrich soil around roses with compost under fabric. Replace mulch to cover. 
 

Street Garden: Deb Barone, Jo-Ann/Kelsey Bestine, Krista, Rose: follow Deb’s guidance. 
Deadhead and clean out. Enrich soil with compost, plant pansies. 
 

Street Garden: Lilo, Jenna Carney, Amy C, Jacque, Beth C., Missi: follow Lilo’s guidance. Dead 
head and clean out, Enrich soil with compost, plant pansies 
 

Under signs: Nancy, Jennifer H-S, Terry, Diane S. Bonnie S. Deadhead blubs, edge bed and mulch 
with a trench. 
 

SNACKS and WATER 

Jolene, D Blatt, Peg, Paula, Anne F., Donna K, Judi, Barb P. Kathy B. Maureen: Please coordinate to 
bring some packaged snacks and bottled water. Keep your receipts for reimbursements. Put on table 
on driveway in front of Office entrance. We can order more FOOD if desired. 
 

Mothers have been grouped to span each other.  

If we have missed anyone, please call the office. 
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May 2nd  through May 8th
 

 
May 2nd 

9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 1085 7988 
 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Person – Holy Eucharist  
 
11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group on Zoom 
To join Zoom  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 1085 7988 
 
May 4th 

8:00 a.m. Finance Team Meeting 
To join Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378    Meeting ID  960 235 378 
Password church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 960 235 37 
 

May 5th 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Chapel – in person 
 

12:00 p.m.. Bible Discussion Group In-Person and on Zoom 
To join Zoom https://us02 web.zoom.us/j/579180457       Meeting ID: 579 180 457 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 579 180 457 
 
May 9 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
To join Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 1085 7988 
 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Person – Holy Eucharist 
  
11:30 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group on Zoom 
To join Zoom  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988 
Password-church 
Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 1085 7988 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street Batavia, NY 14020 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship opportunities 

  
  

Everyone is Welcome! 
  

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 
 The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

  
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

  
Vestry: 

Amy Celentano, Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely,  
Elizabeth Findlay, Jolene Folger, 

Barbara King, Dean Perry, Bill Sofia 

  
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

  
Office Phone: 585-343-6802 Website: www. saintjamesbatavia.org 

Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 
Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
http://www/
mailto:saint.james2@outlook.com

