
1 
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 
Tiffany Stained Glass Window, Church of the Good Shepherd, Buffalo, New York 

 
A Guide for In-Home Morning Prayer for  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 

 

You are an important part of the St. James Community.   
Even though we pray in our homes separated by distance,  

we know that we are united in love. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold  
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The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  BCP p. 77 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Lord, open our lips. BCP p. 80 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:  BCP. P. 81 
Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
 

Venite   BCP p. 82 
  Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
    and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
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Psalm 23   Dominus regit me BCP p. 612 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble 
me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:*  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

The still waters of Lake Rabun, Lakemont, Georgia  
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The Lessons 
The First Reading   Acts 2:42-47 
 
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 
 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Canticle 11  The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare BCP p. 87 
 Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 
But over you the Lord will rise, * 
    and his glory will appear upon you. 
Nations will stream to your light, * 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 
Your gates will always be open; * 
    by day or night they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
    ruin or destruction within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
    and all your portals, Praise. 
The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
    by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 

The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
    and your God will be your glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen. 
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The Second Reading 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God's 
approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 

 “He committed no sin, 
 and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 20 Glory to God Gloria in excelsis BCP p. 94 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father 
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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A Reading from the Gospel of John John 10:1-10 
 

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be 
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection on the Gospel by Mo. Bonnie Morris+ 
 

Gates and Abundance 

This week when I imagined images of gates, the first thing that came to 

mind was the “closed gate” that is keeping me away from people, 

separating me from community and family.  That does not seem, at least at 

first, as a way to abundant life, but it depends on how we look at that gate.  

Does it exclude and separate, or does it gather and protect?  We know in 

our minds that our current “gate” is in place to keep us and others safe.  

When we put aside aggravation, inconvenience and anxiety, we can see 

that the gate is there for a good purpose.  That’s a good first step.  BUT, 

now, can we find our way to abundant life?  Is the promise of Jesus reliant 

upon our circumstances?  Can we partake of the fullness of all that God has 

to offer only if our lives are peaceful and easy?  These questions I will 

answer with an absolute “No!” 

Gates can protect and gather, and in the case of Jesus, we have a gate to a 

renewed, enlivened and life-giving relationship with God.  Jesus is here to 

remove barriers, not to create them.  Through our actions or intentions we 

may cut off our relationship with God, but Jesus is the entrance, the 

gateway back into that relationship.   

The Jesus Gate is an invitation.  It is a doorway, a sign post, a direction 

marker.  “Come in!” it says.  “I want you, just the way you are!”  

Just as we can have abundant life right now, we are community right now.  

We may have to work a bit harder to find and live in that community with 

our current restrictions, but the welcome, the gate is there.  I thank you for 

being for being a part of my community! 
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The Prayers  BCP p. 97 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and 
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
Jesus Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  So, let us pray to our Lord saying, “To you 
we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
 

Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave.  When we were 
yet sinners, you redeemed and saved us.  May we sing your eternal praises 
everywhere we go.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, call forth new 
life by your touch.  Bring forth life in the barren places of this world. 
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Living Savior, you hold the future.  Bless and restore our families, 
communities and our world.  Protect those who live to serve and protect 
others, especially Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, 
Jim, Devyn and Trevor. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Jesus the health of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the 
souls of all in pain or sorrow. Be the source of life for all people.  
Especially Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus, 
Debbie, Paul, 
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Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Matt, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Dave, Richie, Luka, Mark, 
Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne  and (Please add 
names on your personal prayer list here.) May God keep our loved ones in 
his hand.  
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

By your resurrection we all rise in glory.  We give thanks to you for the lives 
all who have joined the company of the blessed saints. 
To you we offer praise eternal; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Loving Father, keep us always in the eternal light of the resurrection of your 
Son.  By your victory, bring us from death to life eternal.  Amen. Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
 

Easter Blessing 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever.  The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
 

  BCP pg. 102 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
We pray God's blessing be with you on your  

special day and every day. 
Tanya Thompson  5/5 

Jenna Essig  5/6,   Freya Collee  5/9 
 

Thank you for joining the St. James community, 
 and the whole church in prayer and worship. 

 

 
 

Planned Communications 
Week of May 3rd through May 9th 

 

May 3, 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 This service will be presented on Facebook. 
 

May 3, 11:00 a.m. “Our Faith” Discussion Group 
 This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/116075920 
   or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 116 075 920 
 

May 6, Noon Bible Discussion Group 
 This group will use Zoom Meeting. 
 To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 

Monday through Friday Evenings at 7 p.m. join us for  
Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery via Zoom. 

To join go to https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865 ,  
or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 725 956 865 

 

Next Sunday, May 10th 

 Please join us for Morning Prayer at 10:30 on Facebook 
 

 Join Bishop Sean in a Zoom Worship at 10:00 a.m.  
To join go to: https://zoom.us/j/127336938  password: lakeerie 
or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 127 336 938 

  

https://zoom.us/j/116075920
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/725956865
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 

opportunities 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


