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Please stand. 
 
 

The Officiant says 
Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you 
is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:10, 11 
 
Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
Alleluia. To us a child is born: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 95:1-7Venite 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
 and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture  

and the sheep of his hand. * 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Please be seated.  
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Psalm 98 Cantate Domino BCP p. 727 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
 has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
 his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
  with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
  shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
  the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
  when he comes to judge the earth. 
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

  and the peoples with equity. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

A period of silence will follow each reading. The people remain seated. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight 
they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The 
Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Jubilate Deo  Psalm 100  
1 Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands; * 

  serve the LORD with gladness 
  and come before his presence with a song. 

2 Know this: The LORD himself is God; * 
  he himself has made us, and we are his; 
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; * 
  give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

4 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-12 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Hebrews. 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When 
he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings 
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels 
he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.” But of the Son he 
says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter 
of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In 
the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak 
you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and 
your years will never end.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Mary Magnificat, Canticle 15  
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from John 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Simeon Nunc dimittis, Canticle 17 
Lord, you now have set your servant free *  
 to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
 whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
 and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

All stand. 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers 
The people stand or kneel. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
  



7 

V.   Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.   Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.   Day by day we bless you; 
R.   We praise your Name for ever. 
V.   Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.   Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.   Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.   For we put our trust in you. 
V.   In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.   And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

Collect of the Day 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus 
Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure 
confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All stand. 
Prayers of the People 
Intercessor: As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made 
flesh, let us offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time.  
 

By the wedding of the human and divine natures in Christ Jesus.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all believers who put their trust in the incarnate Son of God.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, and for peace and justice, and for 
those who serve to keep us safe. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the sick, 

Especially Beverly, Mary, Marge, Ed, Bernie, Missy, Stephanie, Tim, 
Glenn, Paula, Jane, Richard, Norman, Sue, Hope, James, Donna, 
Chris, Julie, Debbie, Peggy, Diane, Roseann, Debbie, Terri, Peter, 
Corky, Norma, Danny, Corrine, Lexi, Anne & Don, Dennis, Patti … 
(The congregation may insert a name they wish to include at this time).   
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For those who sleep in Christ, and for those whose faith is known to God alone, 
especially those for whom the Christmas flowers are given.   
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

Remembering our most glorious and Blessed Virgin Mary, St. James, St. Michael and all 
the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.  
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

Officiant: 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer on this joyful feast. May we 
come to see the true light who shines throughout the world and who is God for all 
eternity. Glory to you for ever. Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Officiant 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen.     Ephesians 3:20, 21 
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A special Christmas Thank You to 
Terry McGuire 

for her willingness to lead this service 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

And we pray that the Lord’s 
Blessings be with each of you. 

 

 

 

During this Christmas season we have adorned our nave with two crèches, traditional 
representations of the story of the birth of Christ:   
 

The crèche at the chantry altar was given in loving memory of Elizabeth Bodwell Barton, 
and has been a part of the St. James tradition for over 50 years.  
 

The crèche in the front of the nave is from St. Michael’s Church, Oakfield.  
St. Michael’s was established in 1858 and joined with St. James in 2011. This crèche has 
been a part of Christmas at St. James since then. 
 

With traditions old and new, we celebrate and praise God together.   
We all have beloved traditions of Christmas celebrations and we are all enriched when 

we share our joy, our traditions and our love together.  
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The flowers and greens in the church are in Memory of the following: 
 
 

Charmaine Swartz Mary Pierce John T. O’Brien 

Gertrude Swartz Margaret Pierce Alexander O’Brien 

John Swartz, Sr. Henry Pierce Dorothy Hawkins 

Peter Maxwell Swartz Laura Bezdek Ethel M. Hawkins 

John Kasmer Jerry Bezdek Alfred B. Hawkins, Sr. 

Helen Kasmer Gary Christiansen Milton E. Hawkins 

Mary Barone John Russell David E. Hawkins 

Dominic Barone Joey Rosone Katherine I. Hawkins 

Steven Michael Barone Michael Rosone Inez Belluscio 

Bruce Baube Venus Rosone Fred Belluscio 

Darcia Barone Gordon McQuillen Robert Belluscio 

Cecelia Sherman Theresa Legg Cody Belluscio 

William Sherman Julia Queal Virginia E. Temple 

Arlene Haefling Munnis Queal William M. Temple 

Mathew Temple Lily Ellison John Francis Dempesy Reis 

Kenneth W. Temple Sterling Ellison The Rev. Lucinda “Pete” 
Dempesy-Sims 

Carol L. Smith David King Elaine Biggs Dempesy 

Elaine Skelton Caroline Mansfield George Huling Dempesy 

Christopher Skelton Robert Mansfield William C. Gillons 

James L. Skelton Robert Essig Cora C. Gillons 

Irene Howard Jill Essig Shirley Simmons 

Carl Howard Margaret Neider Harry Simmons 

Kenneth Howard Sr. Arthur Neider Thomas Simmons 

Evelyn Timby Adelle Bartholf Delbert Ellison 

LaDue Timby Wilbur Bartholf John Ellison 

Clara Skelton Marilyn Judkins Anthony Gugino 

Robert Skelton William Judkins Mabel Birge 

Ethel Mason Robert Judkins William Birge 

Joseph Mason Elizabeth Sommerfield Doris Freed 

Mary Hubbel Susan Migliore George Freed 

Walter Hubbel Mary Ellison Concetta Findlay 

Darwin Hubbel John Findlay Robert Findlay 

Margaret Findlay Joseph Cetta Rose Cetta 
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Kenneth Draycott Libby Geitner Diana Cooley 

Victor Corey Sr. Harold Folger Edna Corey 

Victor Corey Jr. Margery Folger Corrie Featherston 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 

Jacen Belluscio 12-26, Gregg Ely 12-28, Jim Bestine 12-29 

 

St. James Calendar 

Sat, December 24 7:00 pm – 8:15 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun, December 25 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am- 11:15 am Liturgy of the Word 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 
Mon, December 26 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tues, December 27 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Wed, December 28  Office closed 
Thurs, December 29 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, December 30 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, January 1 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am- 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 

All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLb
m4rUT09 

          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 
One tap mobile 

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 
Passcode: 710467 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
CDSims@episcopalpartnership.org  

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

 
Organist/Choir Director: John Novak  

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker 

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Anne Bestine, Amy Celentano,  
Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  

 Carol Queal 

 
Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 

Email: s a i n t . j a m e s 2 @ s j e c b a t a v i a n y . o r g  
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