
 

 

St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

We are glad you’re here! 
 

 
The Nativity of our Lord  

 

December 24, 2022, 7:00 p.m.    
Eucharist of the Pre-Sanctified and Baptism 

 

Glory to God in the Highest Heaven!!!!! 
 

Instructions for standing, sitting and kneeling are in the bulletin.  Please 
engage in these as you are comfortable and able.  We regularly use two 

books in our worship: The Hymnal (blue) and the Book of Common Prayer 
(BCP) (red). 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns and the prayers  
printed in bold.  



 
 

2 

Prelude                                  In dulci jubilo               Marcel Dupré 
                                     Divinum Mysterium               Craig Phillips 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession and blessing of the creches are welcome to join 

in, meet us in the back of the church 
 

Opening Hymn 83                                             O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

Blessing of the Crèches  
After the Christ Child is placed in the creches the Officiant leads the congregation in the following 
blessing  
 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us:  
We beheld God’s glory, full of grace and truth.  
Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a revelation of your loving 
providence in the Coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of Mary: 
Grant that as he shared our mortality, so may we share his eternity in the 
glory of your kingdom, where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: We beheld God’s glory, full 
of grace and truth. 
 

Solo                                   O Holy Night                           Adolphe Adam 
Jeffrey Thompson, tenor    

                  

Opening Sentences   
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

There is one Body and one Spirit 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism 
One God and Father of All 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
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O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on 
earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined. 
 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. 
 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 
of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  

 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reading from the Letter to Titus     2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 
The Word of the Lord.                                               Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence Hymn 109                                                      The First Nowell 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke  
2:1-14 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,  
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Homily               written by Canon Cathy          delivered by Deacon Diana  
 

Please stand as you are able 
The baptism family, the altar party and all children present gather around 

the baptismal font. All others turn to face the font.  
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidate BCP p. 301 
Officiant: The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Parents and Godparents:   I present Ronan Howard Pettys to receive the 
       Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Officiant: Will you be responsible for seeing that this child you present 
is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I will with God’s help. 
 

Officiant: Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 
into the full stature of Christ? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I will with God’s help. 
 

Officiant: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 
wickedness that rebel against God? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I will with God’s help. 

 
 

Officiant: Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt 
and destroy the creatures of God? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I will with God’s help. 

 
 

Officiant: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 
love of God? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I will with God’s help. 

 
 

Officiant: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I do. 

 
 

Officiant: Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I do. 
 

Officiant: Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

 

Parents and Godparents: I do. 
 

Officiant: Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to 
support this child in her life in Christ? 
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Congregation: We will. 
 

Officiant: Let us join with those who are committing Ronan to Christ 
and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the  power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  
      He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
He will           come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
and return to  the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
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Prayers for the Candidate 
Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
Intercessor:   
Deliver Ronan, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Open him heart to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

The officiant concludes: 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your 
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come 
again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water BCP p. 306 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel 
out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 
Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 
bondage of sin into everlasting life.  
               The pre-sanctified water is poured into the font 
 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
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reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
 

Amen. 

 

The Baptism 
Ronan Pettys, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have 
bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her 
to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit 
to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 
Amen. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of 
Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his 
eternal priesthood. 

 

During the singing of the hymn, the baptismal family and deacon process to the front 
of the church so that all present may see the newly baptized. 

 

Hymn 490                                        I want to walk as a child of the light  
 

 

The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.    Hebrews 13:15, 16 
 

 

                          The Communion of the Pre-Sanctified 
 

Offertory Anthem                     Torches                                John Joubert 

 

The deacon reverently brings the sacrament onto the altar preparing it for communion 

Please be seated. 
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Please stand as you are able while the usher team bring the people’s 
offerings to the altar as we sing 

Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

These are the gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be 
fed. 

All who desire communion are welcome to receive,  
either at the high altar or the chantry altar (to the left of the choir on the main floor). 
We distribute the bread and the wine (in a common cup), feel free to only receive the 

bread if that is more comfortable for you. 
If you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest when at the 

altar.  

Communion Music 
O Men from the Fields                                                        Arnold Cooke   
The Work of Christmas                                                  arr. Daniel Forrest 
Jeffrey Thompson, tenor 
 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Last Gospel (John 1:14) is read by the deacon while the congregation’s 
candles are lit 

 

As soon as the gospel is read, we sing Silent Night 

Hymn 111                               Silent Night        
 

Mutual Blessing 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and 
heavenly, fill us with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us, and remain with us 
always. Amen. 
 

Recessional                             Joy to the World!                       Hymn 100 
  

Dismissal  BCP pg 366 
 

Postlude              Toccata on Antioch (Joy to the World)          Craig Phillips 
 

Brass Ensemble 
                                                 Peter Celentano, trombone 

Jason Decker, trumpet 
Jessica Gottschall, horn 
Dakota Hirsch, trumpet 
Dillon Hirsch, trombone 

                                                      
 
 

The flowers and greens in the church are given in memory of : 
 

Charmaine Swartz Mary Pierce John T. O’Brien 

Gertrude Swartz Margaret Pierce Alexander O’Brien 

John Swartz, Sr. Henry Pierce Dorothy Hawkins 

Peter Maxwell Swartz Laura Bezdek Ethel M. Hawkins 

John Kasmer Jerry Bezdek Alfred B. Hawkins, Sr. 

Helen Kasmer Gary Christiansen Milton E. Hawkins 

Mary Barone John Russell David E. Hawkins 

Dominic Barone Joey Rosone Katherine I. Hawkins 

Steven Michael Barone Michael Rosone Inez Belluscio 
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Bruce Baube Venus Rosone Fred Belluscio 

Darcia Barone Gordon McQuillen Robert Belluscio 

Cecelia Sherman Theresa Legg Cody Belluscio 

William Sherman Julia Queal Virginia E. Temple 

Arlene Haefling Munnis Queal William M. Temple 

Mathew Temple Lily Ellison John Francis Dempesy Reis 

Kenneth W. Temple Sterling Ellison The Rev. Lucinda “Pete” 
Dempesy-Sims 

Carol L. Smith David King Elaine Biggs Dempesy 

Elaine Skelton Caroline Mansfield George Huling Dempesy 

Christopher Skelton Robert Mansfield William C. Gillons 

James L. Skelton Robert Essig Cora C. Gillons 

Irene Howard Jill Essig Shirley Simmons 

Carl Howard Margaret Neider Harry Simmons 

Kenneth Howard Sr. Arthur Neider Thomas Simmons 

Evelyn Timby Adelle Bartholf Delbert Ellison 

LaDue Timby Wilbur Bartholf John Ellison 

Clara Skelton Marilyn Judkins Anthony Gugino 

Robert Skelton William Judkins Mabel Birge 

Ethel Mason Robert Judkins William Birge 

Joseph Mason Elizabeth Sommerfield Doris Freed 

Mary Hubbel Susan Migliore George Freed 

Walter Hubbel Mary Ellison Concetta Findlay 

Darwin Hubbel John Findlay Robert Findlay 

Margaret Findlay Joseph Cetta Rose Cetta 

Kenneth Draycott Libby Geitner Diana Cooley 

Victor Corey Sr. Harold Folger Edna Corey 

Victor Corey Jr. Margery Folger Corrie Featherston 

Leon J. Townsend Linda Townsend DiNardo Mary Iannello 

Thelma Townsend Leah Townsend Markwica John J. Iannello 
 
 

May the Blessings of the Season Be With You and Yours 
Canon Cathy, John, Bobbi Jo, the Wardens and Vestry! 
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A Note from Canon Cathy 

I am saddened that I am not with you this evening. On top of my 
pneumonia I came down with the flu and ended up in the emergency room 
Monday night. I am MUCH better but upon consultation with my oncologist 
and primary care physician I am being extremely cautious so I can knock 
this thing out once and for all! Blessings to all! 

Happy Birthday! 

Jacen Belluscio 12-26, Gregg Ely 12-28, Jim Bestine 12-29 

 

St. James Calendar 

Sat, December 24 7:00 pm – 8:15 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun, December 25 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am- 11:15 am Liturgy of the Word 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 
Mon, December 26 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tues, December 27 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Wed, December 28  Office closed 
Thurs, December 29 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, December 30 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, January 1 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am- 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 

All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlL
bm4rUT09 

          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 
One tap mobile 

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 
Passcode: 710467 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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Upcoming Liturgies and Events at St. James 

Sunday January 1, 2023 The Feast of the Holy Name 

Zoom at 9:00 am 

Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am 

Come as you are! I’ll make sure the coffee is on! 

The Feast of the Holy Name  

Celebrated on January 1, the eighth day after the birth of Jesus, when he 

was named and circumcised. He was "called Jesus, the name given by the 

angel before he was conceived in the womb" (Lk 2:21). Under the Law of 

Moses, all male infants were to be circumcised on the eighth day after birth 

(Lv 12:3). It was also customary at this time for family and friends to 

witness the naming of the child. This major feast is celebrated on Jan. 1, 

the eighth day of the Christmas season. It was Traditionally, this day was 

celebrated as the Feast of the Circumcision. Celebration of the Holy Name 

reflects the significance of the Holy Name of Jesus, and the emphasis of the 

Gospel of Luke on the naming of Jesus rather than his circumcision. 

Because this year January 1 falls on a Sunday so we celebrate the naming 

of Jesus. 
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Ordination to the Sacred Order of Deacons 

On January 8, 2023 at 3 pm, Diane Cox and Robin Kozlowski will be 

ordained as Vocational Deacons. The service will be held at St. Paul’s 

Cathedral in Buffalo (139 Pearl Street Buffalo, 14202) with the Bishop 

presiding and Canon Cathy preaching and Archdeacon Diana serving as 

deacon. Please consider making the trip for this occasion. 

Fish Fry Season will be here before you know it! 

Running during Fridays in Lent, St, James is host to one of the most popular 

fish fries in the region. We are always looking for volunteers to help cook, 

deliver, clean up, set up, welcome, etc. This is major fundraiser for our 

Episcopal Church Women’s group (ECW), a group that does amazing 

outreach work. Interested in more information? Call the church office and 

we will have someone call you back. 

 

A final Christmas message to you all 

Adapted from John’s Gospel 

What has come into being is life and this life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 

And it never will.  

Keep shining! 
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Lay Ministers Schedule for January 2023 

 

 
Holy Eucharist 

Jan 1 
Holy Eucharist 

Jan 8 
Holy Eucharist 

Jan 15 
Morning Prayer 

Jan 22 
Holy Eucharist 

Jan 29 

Opener/Closer Jo-Ann  Judy Amy Dorian Liz w/ Dorian 

Live Streamer      

EM1 & 
Worship Leader 

Pete Avery Jim Ellison  Jo-Ann Bestine   Terry McGuire 
  

Pete Avery 

Lesson 1 
& Psalm 

Barb King Anne Iannello Diane Lapp Jim Neider 
Diane Lapp 

Lesson 2 Diane Lapp Barb King Joan Ellison Anne Iannello Pete Avery 

Prayers of 
the people 

Anne Iannello Jim Neider Steve Hawley Diane Lapp 
Steve Hawley 

 

Acolytes  
     
   

 
 

 
 

Ushers/Greeters 
  Bonnie Smith 
  Anne Iannello 

Kathy Belluscio 
Larry Belluscio 

Jane McKeehen 
Bill Coughlin 

Bonnie Smith 
Anne Iannello 

Jane McKeehen 
Bill Coughlin 

Altar Guild Everyone 
Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kaufman 

Kathy Belluscio 
Debbie Barone 
June Abramski 

Barb King 

Bill Coughlin 
Carol Queal 

Anne Iannello 

 
Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 

Donna Kaufman 

Building 
Attendant 

Larry Belluscio Larry Belluscio Larry Belluscio Larry Belluscio 
Larry Belluscio 

Counters 
Bill Coughlin 
Jim Ellison 

   Rick Iannello 
   Larry Belluscio 

Rick Iannello 
Bill Coughlin 

Rick Iannello 
Jim Ellison 

Larry Belluscio 
Bill Coughlin 

Sunday School ***           Amy ***        Joanne 
        *** 

Flower Delivery     
 

 

If you are scheduled and cannot serve, please find a sub and notify the parish administrator (343-6802 ex-1). 
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St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
CDSims@episcopalpartnership.org  

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

 
Organist/Choir Director: John Novak  

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker 

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Anne Bestine, Amy Celentano,  
Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely, Liz Findlay  

 Carol Queal 
 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

 
Office Phone: 585-343-6802  

Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 
Email: s a i n t . j a m e s 2 @ s j e c b a t a v i a n y . o r g  

 

mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
mailto:jdellison@gmail.com

