
Announcements for May 22, 2022 

 
Soft Space!  
We are creating a cozy area in the front of the church for young 
children and their parents. There will be a rug, a couple of 
rocking chairs, pillows, small chairs, soft toys (yeah, we aren't 
looking for the fire truck with all the lights and whistles) to create 
a welcoming space for our little ones. Cathy has seen these soft 
spaces work in churches across the Partnership Dioceses and 
believes it will work here. The tendency may be for parents to 
think staying in the back is the place for them---NO! The place for 
our young families is up front where they can hear and see the 
action!  
What can you do? We have the rug, a rocking chair, and small 
chairs for the kids. What we need are new or very clean, gently 
used soft books and toys, pillows, another rocking chair....have 
something to donate? See Jo-Ann Bestine or Canon Cathy 
 
2022 St. James Scholarship s 
Applications are currently available for the continuing education 
scholarship for the 2022-2023 school year.  There have been 
some changes in the process.  We are now requesting that a 
zoom interview be held with the committee.  Also, in the past 
only handwritten applications were accepted.  We are now 
accepting digital or handwritten.  The scholarship is based on 
participation and service in our parish with consideration for 
community and school involvement as well.  Please include all 
relevant information for consideration.  Documentation of 
admission at educational institutions is required as well as 
successful completion after the first semester.  All applications are 
due June 9, 2022.  We look forward to supporting our applicants 
as best we can.  To request an application form, call the parish 
office at 585-343-6802, or email Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org 
If there are any questions, please contact the office or contact 
Judy Essig at 585-820-2615 or jessig@gvboces.org. 
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Blessing Box 
Our blessing box is very popular. It isn't just for non-perishable 
food, toiletries, paper products, etc. are always put to good use. 
We could also use some more volunteers to monitor the box and 
restock it with the donations we have received. Please contact 
Carol Queal or Deacon Diana to learn more.   

 
Parish Clean-Up   As directed by the vestry, we are undertaking 

a massive “clean-up, throw-out, re-organize and open-up exercise 

in our building.  While the vestry initiated this effort, it takes 

everyone to do their part.  Tackle a room, a closet, a part of a 

room, a cabinet, a drawer… you get the point.  Speak with Jim 

Ellison, Jo-Ann Bestine, or Canon Cathy to offer your help. 

   If you have items in one of the rooms, closets, cabinets, etc. 

that should not be thrown away, please make sure it is 

labeled—We want to purge what should be purged and keep 

what should be kept but, instead of asking before we are 

assuming that which isn’t labeled is fair game to be outsourced to 

someone who needs the item or thrown out.  This work is 

happening now so don’t delay labeling! 

 

Save Your Blood   for June 29th when St. James hosts a blood 

drive in honor of all our members and other loved ones battling 

cancer.  The blood drive will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., 

in the nave (main church), Wednesday, June 29th. 

 

UTO Spring Ingathering June 5th   We give to the United 

Thank Offering (UTO) out of our gratitude for what we have been 

given. All the money gathered is leveraged to offer grants to 

congregations across the Episcopal Church for projects. Please 

make checks payable to St. James ECW. If you are not able to be 

here that Sunday, Diane Skelton will gratefully accept your 

donations. Many thanks! 

 

 



Guild Room Bathroom Project Update 

The Guild Room bathroom is in desperate need of a “spruce-up”! 

Along with some generous parishioners, the ECW is funding a 

renovation project that will begin in mid-June. Projects, such as 

this one, often can’t be funded through the church’s general fund.  

Stay tuned for more updates on the bathroom project as well as 

other needs in our buildings. Opportunities for helping with these 

projects will be forthcoming. 

 

Thrift Store Gift Certificates 

The St. James Thrift Store is not only a source of fundraising for 

the ECW but it is a service to our community by providing 

affordable clothing and household items for our shoppers. Often, 

there are individuals from community groups that are in need of 

Thrift Store goods. One way for St. James parishioners to help 

with this effort is to purchase Thrift Store Gift certificates which 

can then be distributed to these groups.  This effort benefits the 

Thrift Store and also our patrons who don’t have the funds to 

shop on their own. Proceeds from the Thrift Store support the 

outreach efforts designated in ECW’s annual budget.  Please see 

either Carol Queal or Joan Ellison to purchase gift certificates. 

 

 

We are trying this new format of having announcements separate 

from the bulletin each week.  Bulletins are left behind each 

Sunday so we are trying this format as a way to save paper 

usage every week. 


