
Announcements for August 28, 2022 

 
Back to School Supplies   For more years than we can remember the folks at St. 

James have collected and donated school supplies for families who find it difficult to 

afford buying them.  This year, more than ever, there are struggling families with 

children going back to school.  Any and all basic supplies are needed:  pens, pencils, 

notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, erasers, kid friendly scissors, etc.  If you can find 

a sale, backpacks are always in demand.  The supplies will be given to our neighbors 

at the Batavia Middle School.  Look for a collection box in church.  Donated items will 

be delivered right before the first day of school, September 6th. 

Everybody loves a vacation! 
Evening prayer and Bible study will resume in September. 

 

Blood Drive 
Our second Blood Drive is scheduled for August 31 from 12 noon-5:00 pm. Head to the Red 
Cross website to sign up for a slot and TELL YOUR FRIENDS. The need for blood is at an all-time 
high and the blood supply is at an all-time low. Please consider giving! 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time 
 

Stewardship:   

We have come up with a theme for our Stewardship Campaign for 2023:  

“A Legacy of Love. A Future of Hope: The Spirit is Alive and Well at St. James 

Psalm 78: 4 

“We will recount to generations to come,  

the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 

and the wonderful works he has done.” 

My focus for the Stewardship drive which takes on a more deliberate focus during the 

fall (because we need giving estimates to establish our 2023 budget) is to look at our 

campus buildings not as a burden but as the legacy of a time before we were born, a 

time when building church buildings was a bold act of missionary work.  

Our forebears put a lot of faith in the building of these structures., expressing through 

the buildings their great faith in and love for God. There are some among us who gladly 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


give financially to St James because they love this church on a hill in the middle of town, 

others are hesitant to give because they want their gifts to be used for mission work, 

not building repairs and heating bills.  

But here’s the thing: mission work is the building.  

Jo-Ann Bestine, Dorian and Gregg Ely, Liz Findlay, Deacon Diana, Jim Ellison, Anne and 

Rick Iannello and others have devoted countless hours to cleaning out our many rooms, 

to ready them for welcome. With the pandemic becoming something we live with 

instead of something we try to wait-out we are ready to open our buildings for the 

wider community to use. We have already done this with the rectory, as Crossroads 

House uses the space for training sessions and board meetings as well as (hopefully) 

extra hospice beds. Do we make money on this? No, because that’s not the point. The 

point is to tangibly provide God’s love to our neighbors.  

This is the legacy of our buildings—built on faith, repaired in faith, offered of faith.  

Do you know of a 12-step group or other community group looking for space? We are 

ready to offer our space, expecting only what the group can give to cover our utilities 

cost (if possible). Our goal is that this “church on a hill” be viewed as a place of 

welcome, a place of healing, a place of hope, and above all else, a place where the love 

of God as given to us through Jesus Christ is exercised by our works, fueled by our faith. 

The financial gifts of our members makes this possible. Without these gifts we cannot 

do the work we have been given to do.  

Welcome to John Novak, Choir Director and Organist 

Beginning September 15, we welcome John Novak to our organ bench. John lives in 

Perry and is a school administrator. I look forward to working with John! 

Flash Mob Schedule   
 

September 11 
 

St. Mark’s Church  
1 East Main St., LeRoy 

10:30 am 

9 am zoom service only at St James. Please attend St Mark’s at 

10:30 to support them and the rest of the Deanery.  

 

 



New St. James Polo Shirts What is your idea for an updated logo based on the 

Bicentennial logo shown below? Here is one idea: “Being the Light of Christ for over 2000 

years”.   We need your input.  New shirts will cost $25.  Contact Jim or Joan Ellison to submit 

ideas and order your shirt. (585-356-7365 or jgellison80@gmail.com) 

 

 

Fall Faith Formation Opportunities 

There will be a number of studies and classes beginning in September: 

Beginning Tuesday September 13 at 11:15 Bible Study will resume in person and on zoom. We 

review the readings for the upcoming Sunday. No previous Bible Study experience is needed.    

On Thursday evenings at 5:30 pm, beginning September 15, Canon Cathy will lead a 

conversation on the three primary Creeds of our Faith: The Apostles’ Creed, The Nicene Creed 

and The Baptismal Covenant. The goal of this conversation is for each of us to write a Creed for 

ourselves, one that speaks to us about how we are guided by our faith. The conversation will 

happen for six weeks, September 15-October 20. This will be offered exclusively on zoom 

Jim Neider will lead the “Our Faith” class on Sundays, beginning on September 18, after the 10 

am Eucharist, in the Guild Room (The room off of the Parish Hall) 

St. Peter’s Eggertsville is inviting anyone who is interested in participating in a zoom 

Wednesday evening prayer and healing service to please join them. Every Wednesday starting 

at 4:30. There are readings from psalms, and a reading from the New Testament.  We discuss 

what the Bible readings mean to us. Everyone is encouraged to ask for prayers for themselves 

or for others. 

The prayers follow the format in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The zoom numbers are 

meeting ID 862 5213  4441 

pass code 522 734 

if you would like more information please contact Harold Odell 585 813 2933. 

 
 


