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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 
 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

 
A Season of Hope 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

December 5, 2021    10:00 am 
 

Zoom Service at 9:00 a.m. – Spiritual Communion  
In-Person at 10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 

from Reserve Sacrament 
 

You are requested to wear a mask while in the building. 
 We are committed to loving our neighbor in all that we do and this is one 

 of the ways we manifest the love of God right here at St. James. 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important part of the  
St. James Community and know that we are united in love and worship. 

 
Please join your voice in responses printed in bold.  
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Prelude: Pastorale from ‘Christmas Concerto’ Arcangelo Corelli 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Those appointed process to the place of the wreath in the front of the sanctuary and 
light the two candles,  The Candles of Hope and Peace.  
 

Celebrant: “Today we light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath. Each 
candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE.” 

 

“Colossians 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of  
one body you were called to peace.” 

 

 Prayer: “Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give 
us grace to seek peace in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the 
world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. Amen.” 

 
The Word of the God 

 

Please stand. 
 

Processional   Once He Came in Blessing Hymn 53 
 
Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 
Trisagion Hymnal S-100 
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Collect of the Day  BCP pg. 236 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The First Reading   Malachi 3:1-4 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight--indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day 
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Canticle 16 

The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus BPC p. 92 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 
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You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way 
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace 
with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 
and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 
may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Sequence   Prepare the Way, O Zion  Hymn 65 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke 3:1-6 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
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Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon   Messages and Messengers  Deacon Diana Leiker 
 

Please stand. 
The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 

Priest/Deacon: In gratitude for all we have received, every perfect gift that comes from 
God above, we offer our intentions, petitions, and thanksgivings to God. 

Leader: 
We pray for the Church and for all who gather to worship, pray, and work. Pour your 
blessings on Michael our presiding Bishop and Sean our Bishop, and all other clergy 
and laity who take on leadership roles. Bless also, those parishioners who make up the 
St. James family and shine the light of Christ into the darkness. 
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We pray for the world, a Gift to us and all Creation. We pray for the welfare of our 
planet, and for the wise stewardship of our resources. Bless and guide those who 
make decisions on behalf of future generations, as they wrestle with the sins of greed 
and thoughtlessness that have pushed the world's eco-systems into crisis. 
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We pray for the work of the church in the world and in this community. During this 
season of waiting, let us be visible to the invisible, not just with the gifts we can offer 
from our abundance, but by being present to all God's children whenever we can. 
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We pray for our neighbors and all who need or request our prayers. We remember the 
sick, the lonely, the suffering; those oppressed domestically or abroad and those in 
prison; for all who give care and comfort to those in need; for the poor and those who 
sleep on our streets; for those in need of your healing wholeness: Tim, Paula, Glenn, 
Sam, Marge, Norman, Carolyn, Douglas, Carla, Venus, Beth Ann, Wendy, 
Travis, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, Joanne, 
David, Matt, Mary, Jason, Charles, Phyllis, Ron, Caden, Sue, Lee, Donna, 
Elliot, John, Hope, Eddie and others we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts 
[silence may be kept for a time]. We ask that those who are serving in the armed 
forces or overseas, are protected from harm and feel your loving arms around them: 
Mitch, Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn, Trevor, 
Miranda and Gino.  We pray for those whose needs are known to you alone. May we 
continue to have grateful hearts as we witness your healing power in the world. 
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We pray for those who have died and have joined the heavenly hosts and dwell in love 
with those saints who have gone before.  We pray for John, Karen, Ray, and for 
those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. [silence may be kept for a time] 
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Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

During this Advent season we often focuses on giving presents to others instead of 
being present to others. Open our hearts to the ways we can be a blessing to our 
neighbors by walking along side them; meeting whatever needs they have. 
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We ask that you enliven in us, that necessary sense of your incarnational presence as 
we practice patience with the people and situations we encounter during this season of 
waiting. Help us to welcome new ways of seeing deep into our hearts, and letting go 
of expectations we have not only for ourselves, but for others.  
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

We thank you God, for this time of waiting.  Let it be an opportunity to grow and 
become who we are called to be, as we reflect on, practice, and learn to cherish 
patience in our lives.   
Hear us Lord, As we wait for your coming. 
 

Confession of Sin  BCP pg. 360 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Those attending via Zoom at 9 a.m. please 
continue at the Spiritual Communion. 

 

Please stand. 
The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated.  
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Moments of Joy 
 

This is an opportunity to share a brief moment of joy from the past week… 
something for which you give thanks to God. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Offertory:   Lo, How a Rose Hugo Distler 
 Emily Tworek-Helenbrook, Soloist 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the money or other gifts, to the altar. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Doxology                    Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

The deacon reverently places the consecrated Sacrament on the Altar. 
 

Let us pray in the words our Savior Christ has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion;  
either at the High Altar or at the Chantry Altar 

 

Please maintain social distancing and approach the rail in family groups.   
 

Please remain standing as you receive communion. 
 

Please let an usher know if you prefer to receive communion in your pew. 
 

Communion Music 
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J. S. Bach 
 Emily Tworek-Helenbrook, Soloist 

 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the 
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world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Recessional:   Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment Hymn 70 
 

Dismissal  
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Postlude   Benedictus Qui Venit Beethoven 
 

Those attending via Zoom at 9:00 a.m. please continue here. 
 

 

Spiritual Communion 
If you like, please un-mute for the Peace.  

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Please greet each other at home and on your screens, with a sign of God’s peace. 
 

Moments of Joy 
This is an opportunity to share a brief moment of joy from the past week…something 
for which you give thanks to God. (Please remember to re-mute your microphone.) 
 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

As we spend a moment in silence, you may wish to cup your hands as though you 
were going to receive communion and place them over your heart for a moment. 
Breathe in God’s goodness and love. Breathe out your anxieties and concerns. Imagine 
placing all of your love for God, and for the world God created into your hands, and 
then offer your love back to God by holding your hands out & saying... 
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Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul.  Help me to know your Presence spiritually in my 
heart.  I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite myself 
wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your love. 
Amen. 

We will observe a moment of silence. 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining us 
with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and in this 
sacredness we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the sacredness of life, and may we accept the mystery as we 
accept your love — with joyful faith and eternal hope; in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 

Dismissal  BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

          
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME! 
We take great pleasure in welcoming Emily Tworek-Helenbrook back to St. James this 
morning.  Emily will also be singing at  
both our 5:00 pm and 10:30 pm Christmas Eve services. 

 

WHY ALL THE DOOM AND GLOOM FOR ADVENT 
Join Canon Cathy for an Advent study entitled: "Why All the Doom and Gloom?" 
This study will be held during the day. I’m thinking Wednesdays from 11:15-12:00  We 
will review the readings for the upcoming Sunday and answer the question—“why are 
the Advent readings so scary?” No Bible literacy needed, just a little insight into 
Advent.   If interested, let Barb know or contact Cathy directly 
at  cdsims@episcopalpartnership.org.  

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Lilo Townsend  12/9 
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DEANERY ADVENT STUDY 
Beginning Tuesday, November 30th at 7:00 pm, and continuing during our Season of 
Advent, Deacon Diana Liker will offer an Advent Study. The group will use “Living Well 
Through Advent 2021” from Living Compass Spirituality & Wellness. A Zoom link is 
shown on the calendar below. Diana is looking for volunteers to lead group sessions; 
you may contact her at dllart@aol.com   
A free PDF download of the book is available by pasting this link into your Internet 
browser:  www.livingcompass.org 
 

HELP FILL TOOL BOXES FOR AFGHAN EVACUEES 
One of the items requested for the newly arriving Afghan evacuees is a small tool box 
with basic tools.  The ECW has purchased 10 empty tool boxes and they are waiting 
for your tools.  So clean out your tool box and donate any extra tools you may have 
accumulated.  We call this a win-win situation.  You have a tidier tool box and the 
newcomers have some basic tools.  There will be empty boxes both in the Parish Hall 
and the entrance to the church.  Please speak to Mike Barone if you have any tool 
related questions. 
 

In addition to these we are also collecting gift cards for the soon to be arriving Afghan 
Evacuees.  Once they have been fully vetted, 330 evacuees will be settled in 
Buffalo.  They will be given a very limited amount of money and have arrived with only 
the clothes on their backs. Needed are gift cards to inexpensive grocery stores, such 
as Aldi’s and Save A lot.  Also needed are cards for drug stores and stores where they  
can get items to set up a household, such as Target and Walmart.  Please give the 
donated cards to Barb King, Deacon Diana, or Jo-Ann Bestine.  We will make sure they 
are hand delivered to the agencies handling the resettlement.  

 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE 

This year we will continue to collect winter hats, mittens, scarves, and gloves for our 
Christmas Angel Tree.  These are needed for men, women, girls, and boys.  Most of 
the items will go to our neighbors at the Batavia Middle School.   
 

In addition to these we are also collecting gift cards for the soon to be arriving Afghan 
Evacuees.  Once they have been fully vetted, 330 evacuees will be settled in 
Buffalo.  They will be given a very limited amount of money and have arrived with only 
the clothes on their backs. Needed are gift cards to inexpensive grocery stores, such 
as Aldi’s and Save A lot.  Also needed are cards for drug stores and stores where they  
 

can get items to set up a household, such as Target and Walmart.  Please give the 
donated cards to Barb King, Deacon Diana, or Jo-Ann Bestine.  We will make sure they 
are hand delivered to the agencies handling the resettlement.  
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THE BLESSING BOX 

The Blessing Box is in need of your contributions. The extra food stored at St. James 
has dwindled and needs to be resupplied. You could drop off supplies to the basement 
of St. James or to the First Presbyterian Church. Gift cards are also welcomed to give 
to our shoppers. The Blessing box has been a wonderful gift to the community, and we 
hope that you will help us to be able to continue it. 
 

 
 

Lay Ministries Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are scheduled and cannot serve, 
 please find a sub and call the parish office (343-6802 ex-1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 December 5th   December 12th  

EM1 Barb King Keith Price 

1st Lesson 
& Psalm 

 

Jim Neider Lilo Townsend 

2nd Lesson Anne Iannello Dawn Mark 

Prayers of People Rose Rumery Steve Hawley 

Acolyte Rich Geitner Carol Queal 
 

Ushers 
Jane McKeehen 

Bill Coughlin 
Diane Lapp 
Peter Avery 

 

Greeters 

 

Kathy & Larry 
Belluscio 

Bonnie Smith 
Wayne Townsend 

 
Altar Guild 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kauffman 

Kathy Belluscio 
Anne Iannello 
Debbie Barone 

Building 
Attendant 

 

Jim Neider Rick Iannello 
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Christmas Poinsettias 

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:  

 

 

 

 

 

 
GIVEN BY: _______________________________________ 

 
PHONE NUMBER: ________________  

 
Contributions for Christmas Poinsettias in honor and memory of our 
loved ones are now being accepted. If you are interested in making a 
contribution please fill out this form and attach it to your contribution.  
They may be placed in the offering plate, mailed to or dropped off at 
the church office.  All names must be received on or before Sunday, 
December 19th.  
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December 5th through December 12th  

 
Dec 5th   
9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 

 To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   
 Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988    Password-church 

 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, use code 898 1085 7988 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service in Person – Holy Eucharist from Reserve  
 
Dec 6th   
9:00 a.m. Finance Team Meeting in the Music Room 
7:00 p.m. Genesee Chorale in the Parish Hall and Guild Room 
 
Dec 7th  
6:00 p.m. ECW Board Meeting in the Guild Room 
7:00 p.m. Property Committee Meeting in the Music Room 
7:00 p.m. Deanery Advent Study on Zoom 
 To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82110070763 
 Meeting ID: 821 1007 0763 

Or join by phone: (646) 558 8656, use code 821 1007 0763 
Dec 8th 
11:15 a.m. Advent Study - "Why All the Doom and Gloom?"   
 To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   
 Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988    Password-church 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, use code 898 1085 7988 
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal in the Music Room 
 
Dec 9th  
11:00 a.m. Thrift Shop is Open until 2:00 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
 
Dec 12th  
9:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 
 To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988   
 Meeting ID: 898 1085 7988    Password-church 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, use code 898 1085 7988 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service in Person – Holy Eucharist  
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street Batavia, NY 14020 

Check out our website and Facebook for  online worship opportunities 

  
  

Everyone is Welcome! 

  
The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempsey-Sims, CDSims@episcopalpartnership.org  

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

  
Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

Wardens: 
Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

  
Vestry: 

Amy Celentano, Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely,  

Elizabeth Findlay, Jolene Folger, 
Barbara King, Dean Perry, Bill Sofia 

  
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

  
Office Phone: 585-343-6802 Website: www. saintjamesbatavia.org 

Emails: saint.james2@outlook.com 
           saint.james405@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 


