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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 
 
 

Advent 
 

 
 

A Season of Hope 
 
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 29, 2020    10:00 am 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important part of  
the St. James Community and know that we are united in love and worship. 

 
”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold  
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The Word of God 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. This 
first candle is HOPE.”  
 
We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our shield. Psalm 33:20 
 
Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the courage to hope.  
Give us grace to see your plans of redemption for our lives, for this community, and 
for the world, through Jesus Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

Glory to God  BCP pg. 356 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 And peace to his people on earth, 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, 
 We worship you, we give you thanks, 
 We praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

Collect of the Day  BCP pg. 236 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
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The First Reading   Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18     Qui regis Israel BPC p. 729 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 
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3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
The Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 
and knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark 13:24-37 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
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“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
The Sermon  Mother Bonnie Morris 

Revolutionary Patience:  Putting on the Armor of Light 
Jesus talks of our future, and the coming of the end of the world.  These apocalyptical 
stories are sopped with anxiety, fear and the reality of life in this the “old kingdom.”  
There are those who look at this passage as an actual prediction of future events, but 
if we look closely, we can see that it is not.  When Mark was writing the words, 
Jerusalem was either under siege or had fallen to the Romans and the Temple had 
been destroyed.  Sieges are a brutal time, filled with fear, hunger, the unknown and 
waiting.  They could last days, weeks or months.  The eventual fall brought the 
desecration and destruction of the single most sacred place on earth, the dwelling of 
God, the Temple.  Mark was not predicting disaster in the words of Jesus, he was 
living it.  The new Christians, the Jews, the people subjugated by the Romans were 
living the worst of their fears.   
 
Yet Jesus says, in the midst of these things, you will see the Son of Man coming in 
glory.  Jesus’ words of the apocalypse are not a direct description of what or when, but 
rather a message of hope in a time of trouble and action in the midst of waiting.  Our 
Collect today, this first Sunday of Advent encourages us to “Cast away the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light.”  
 
Jesus is saying, times have been, will be or are difficult and I am with you.  Events are 
uncertain and I am coming.  You may be desolate or deserted, but I am with you, 
always.  This is our Hope.  And in this hope, we work, we strive, and we wait.  We do 
not watch and waiting passively, but actively bearing good fruit and in our lives and 
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work and bringing about the Kingdom of God.  Waiting, working, and wearing the 
armor of light—this is revolutionary patience.   
 
This Advent, as you prepare for the first coming of Christ in the manger, and in the 
second coming in Glory, how do you wait?  How do you wear the armor of light?  What 
is your plan of revolutionary patience?  I look forward to our Advent series beginning 
this evening, readings, devotions and discussions of Hope.  We have that hope, we are 
given.  Let’s go live in it! 
Amen. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant  BCP pg. 304 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, 
and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
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Prayers of the People for the Season of Hope 
We offer our prayers of hope for the earth we inhabit; that we can work together to 
protect and honor creation so others can benefit from its beauty and holiness for years 
to come.   
silence 
 

We offer our prayers for all the people of the world, embracing diversity as a sacred 
gift from God. 
silence 
 

We pray that all people can enjoy the freedoms and security we often take for granted 
and we remember those who put themselves in harm’s way to allow us to live with 
those freedoms;  
especially,  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and 
Trevor. 
 

Lord, we ask you to watch over the elected officials that govern our country, our state, 
and our city. Give them the desire to put the needs of the people over their own 
interests and the wisdom to make decisions that protect the dignity and safety of 
every human being.  
silence 
 

As we enter into the season of hope, help us to remember to pause, and open 
ourselves to this gift.  
silence 
 

We remember the hundreds of thousands of health care workers who are exhausted to 
the bone and feel hopeless during this pandemic and ask that you continue to give 
them strength and courage as they minister to their fellow man in the midst of 
overwhelming challenges.   
silence 
 

Continue to guide this parish in its discernment process. Help us to recognize the 
possibilities and challenges offered in the present moment and embrace them with 
courage and hope. 
silence 
 

Make us instruments of your peace.  Where there is despair, let us bring hope, and 
where there are those that feel hopeless, help us to see them through your eyes.  
silence 
 

We come before you with thanksgiving and gratitude for all the blessings we have 
received by grace, not because we deserve them. Give us eyes to recognize your 
"fingerprints" in our everyday lives.   
silence 
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And we ask that you hear our intercessory prayers for the spiritual and physical 
healing of our loved ones; especially Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, 
Carla, Venus, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, 
Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Mark, Steve, Bill, Joanne, Donna, 
Jenett, Richie, Paula, Kim and. (please name your special intentions either silently 
or aloud.) 
silence 
 

Lord, we know that hope is a choice.  During this season of anticipation, when the 
world seems out of control, renew in us a faith that places our hope in Jesus, the one 
light that can overcome the darkness, and fill us with love.  Amen.  
Confession of Sin  BCP pg. 360 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Doxology (spoken) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Spiritual Communion 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  



9 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

Let us now offer this prayer for Spiritual Communion together, as One Body, with our 
brothers and sisters who cannot be with us in person. 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy 
Sacrament, and that you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-
giving Presence. I love you above all else, and my desire is to always 
welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you in 
consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 
my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite 
myself wholly with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your 
love. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before 
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for joining the St. James community. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

          
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Happy Birthday! 
 

Nancy Harrington   12/01 
 

           Cal Fleming  10/22,   Larry Belluscio  

10/24 
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ADVENT STUDY  BEGINS TONIGHT! 
All are invited to attend a deanery Advent Study that will be held via zoom on the four Sundays 
throughout the season; November 29, December 6, 13 and 20.  The theme is HOPE and the 
materials are free.  The curriculum was designed by Living Compass and is available on line to 
download or, if a hardcopy booklet is desired, let Deacon Diana know ASAP so you will have it in 
time.  

 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE 

As you begin your Christmas shopping don’t forget the Saint James Christmas Angel Collection.  We 
will once again be collection hats, mittens, scarves, and other new warm winter wear.  These items 
will be distributed to those in need in the Batavia area.  All sizes are needed from babies through 
adults.  Some will be sent over to our neighbors at the Batavia Middle School.  There are children 
right here in our community who do not have proper clothing for our cold winters.  We will be 
collecting items right through Sunday, December 20th. 

 
PRISON MINISTRY 

Items are requested for male inmates at Gen County Jail:  
 Cheater Readers (glasses 1.0, 1.25, 1.50, 1.75 2.0, 2.25, 2.50, 2.75, 3.00)  
 several pairs of each strength please  
 Deodorant for men  
*Grease for dark skin /hair  
*Vaseline  
*Shampoo/ conditioner  
 Breathe Right strips  
 Sugar free cough drops  
*Body lotion ex: Eucerin, Cerave  
 Toe and finger nail clippers  
 Poly grip for dentures  
 Dental Floss  
*Large containers/tubes are acceptable; I will dispense into medicine cups for management. Inmates 
 are issued: toothbrush, toothpaste and basic soap.  Diane Cox 

 

AS IN THE PAST, WE ARE REQUESTING 
DONATIONS FOR THE MIGRANT WORKERS IN OUR AREA 

The following is a list of needed items: 
 Socks (must cover the ankle Ball Caps (new or clean used) 
 Toothpaste Toothbrush 
 T-shirt ( large or XL, short sleeve) Disposable Razors 
 Shaving cream Shampoo 
 Toilet Paper Paper Towels 
 Towels (terry) Plastic shopping bags 
  Bar of soap 
 

 
To drop off your donations for the Migrant Ministry, Prison Ministry or the Angel Tree use  
the office door (Turner entrance) on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 9:00 am thru 
12:00, with collection boxes right inside the entrance.  Please mark your donation and 
put in appropriate collection box. 
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November 29th through December 5th  

 

Nov 29  Holy Eucharist in the Church and on Zoom 
10:00 a.m. To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
11:15 a.m.   Our Faith Discussion Class on Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
6 – 7pm Advent Discussion Group -- Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81480735181?pwd=UFRqa05MczBaeXJXTUlzMW5yWFlzdz09 

 
Nov 30 Finance Team Meeting on Zoom 
2:00 p.m. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378 
 
Dec. 1 
7 – 8pm Property Committee 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88387463632?pwd=b2hQTzFPb0VKVU0yR2VVTXlwS29pQT09 

 
Dec 2 Bible Discussion Group on Zoom 
12:00 p.m. To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457 
 or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
 
Tuesday and Thursday Evenings 
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer with the Genesee Deanery 
 To join go to  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
 or join by phone: 1–929-205-6099, and use code: 88459547624 
 
 
Dec 6 Holy Eucharist in the Church and on Zoom 
10:00 a.m. To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
11:15 a.m.   Our Faith Discussion Class on Zoom 
 To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
https://zoom.us/j/579180457
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
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St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for  
online worship opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark, Keith Price, Rick Iannello 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 


