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The story of the Prodigal Son can be found in Luke 15:11-32  



The First Word: 
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”  

(Luke 23:34) 

Forgiveness 

Do you remember the story of the Prodigal Son?  Jesus told this story 
about a young man that felt he was better off without his family and 
left home.  To make a long story short…he really messed up!  But 
when he came home his Father was waiting with open arms.  
Forgiveness!  That’s what Jesus was saying on the Cross.  They are 
hurting me—and I forgive them.  As you color this picture of the 
prodigal son and his father, reunited in love and forgiveness, think 
about the times you have been forgiven, and how you have forgiven 
other people. In the space below, draw a picture of you forgiving 
someone else. 

 



The perfect place looks like…  



The Second Word: 
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

(Luke 23:43) 

Promise 

 

God has made a big, big promise to you—that you have a place 
with God.  We call it heaven after we die, but it is true right 
here, right now.  God is with you!  God loves you!  As you color 
this picture, think about what the perfect place would be.  On 
the opposite page, draw your own perfect place…your own 
paradise. 



This is how I care for people, animals or the world…  



The Third Word: 
“Woman, behold, your son… Son, Behold, your mother.”  

(John 19:26) 

Caring 

One of the most important things that Jesus taught us is that it is so 
very important to care for one another.  We should care for those we 
love and even those people we don’t love.  We should care for our 
friends, and yes, even our enemies.  One of the last things that Jesus 
did in his earthly life was to make sure that his mother would be ok.  In 
these words, Jesus is asking his friend John (one of the 12 disciples) to 
care for Mary as if she were John’s own mother.  He is also asking Mary 
to care for John as if he were her own son.    

How do people care for you?  How do you know that God loves you 
and cares for you?  How do you take care of other people, animals or 
the environment?  On the opposite page, draw a picture of you caring 
for other people, animals or the world. 

 



Alone on a desert island? 

 

 

 

 

 



The Fourth Word: 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

(Mark 15:34) 

Hope, No Matter What 

Have you ever felt completely alone and without help?  
Everybody has at some point.  You, me, your parents, 
friends…everyone feels alone without love and support or help 
one time or another.  Jesus felt this way on the cross as he was 
dying.  So, he called out to his Father in Heaven, our loving 
God.  These words are taken from Psalm 22 and start with a cry 
of sadness.  But read on!  The end of this Psalm says that 
people trusted in God, and God helped them!  Jesus knew, 
after all, that God was there with him, loving him.  Never forget 
that no matter how bad things get, God is always with you. 

Here is a picture of a desert island.  As you color it (and even 
draw yourself on it) think about what it feels like to be alone.  
Then think about the ways that other people, your parents, 
family and friends help you when you feel alone.  Remember 
that God is with you too! 

  



  



The Fifth Word: 
“I thirst.” 

(John 19:28) 

Need 

We all need water.  Think of the hottest day you can imagine.  
You’re miles from home and there is no water in sight.  How 
you feel?  Thirsty!  We need water, food, air, shelter, 
clothing…and we need something more.  We need love.  We 
need God.  We need each other.   There are many ways to be 
thirsty, and Jesus here is showing us both.  It was indeed a hot 
day and Jesus was dying.  A cool drink of water would have 
been nice indeed.  But Jesus also needed God’s Love.  When he 
said “I thirst” he was showing us how important it is to seek 
God and God’s Love. 

On the next page is a picture of a place with plenty of water, 
and the beauty of God’s creation.  As you color it, think about 
the things that you need, and the things that you are given 
every day.  How can you help other people that are in need?  By 
helping other people you are showing them through your 
actions and kindness that God is with them. 

 

  



I did this! 

  



The Sixth Word: 
“It is finished!” 

(John 19:30) 

Accomplishment 

What is the hardest job that you have ever done?  Something that 
took hours and hours (maybe even weeks or months) to accomplish.  
Why did you do it?  Did you have to learn new skills?  Did you have to 
have patience?  Did you have to start over sometimes and try again?  
How did you feel when it was finally finished?  Did you sigh with relief?  
Did you jump up with joy?  Or did you fall back, exhausted?  Maybe all 
three?  Some jobs, tasks, projects or adventures can take all we have 
to finish.  But we do hang in there and finish because it is important—
to you, to someone else or maybe many to people. 

Jesus whole life was about bring the Good News to the world.  The 
Good News is simply that God is with us, God loves us and with God’s 
love we should love each other.  Jesus spent his whole life—33 years—
showing, telling, teaching us this Good News.  His final act was dying 
for us, because of his love of us, because he is with us in our birth, in 
our life, and when we die.  Just before he died, Jesus says “It is 
finished.”  He meant that his work is accomplished, successful, 
completed.  He has brought the Good News of God’s Love to us.  His 
accomplishment is a victory for us all! 

Draw a picture of you doing something that took A LOT of work. 

  



I saw this and it was really wonderful! 

  



The Seventh Word: 
“Father, into your hands I commend my Spirit” 

(Luke 23:46) 

Trust 

Jesus again quotes a Psalm, this time Psalm 31:5 when he says 
these last words.  Jesus was putting his future in the hands of 
his Heavenly Father. It was as if he was saying, “Whatever 
happens to me after I die is your responsibility, Father, and I’m 
ok with that.” 

But Psalm 31 shows us that we have God’s help throughout our 
lives, not just when we go to heaven.  This psalm also says God 
has shown me the wonders of his love!  This is a prayer of trust 
in God.  Trust that God’s love will be with us, in our life, in 
heaven, no matter what.  As God is with us we will see “the 
wonders of his love”, more that we can ever imagine!   

What wonderful things have you seen? On the opposite page, 
draw a picture of something that you have seen that is really 
wonderful. 

  



Why “Good Friday”? 

 

Why on earth do we call it “Good” Friday when it was the day 
that Jesus died?  It is Good because we know that Easter 
Sunday, the day that Jesus rose from the dead, is only three 
days away. Good Friday is Good because we know that death is 
just an entry way into new life.  Good Friday is Good because 
we know that nothing can separate us from the love of God 
and from each other.  Jesus is Alive!  Evil, death, hatred cannot 
conquer God.  Easter Sunday is the day when we know without 
a doubt that God has victory!  We know that we will live in 
Jesus when we are in heaven; we know that Jesus is with us 
now, and we know that nothing—not even death—can 
separate us from God.  That is Good News! 

 

I hope that you have enjoyed this walk through the seven last 
messages that Jesus gave us.  Remember that, yes, Jesus did 
die on the cross.  Lent, Holy Week and Good Friday are times 
for us to remember this and pray and think about how we can 
become closer to God.   


