
1 
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, NY 

We’re glad you’re here. 
 

 
 

MAFA “The Poor Invited to the Feast” 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 20c 

 

September 18, 2022, 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

We welcome children at St James. All children who wish to are invited to 
join in the opening and closing processions. Canon Cathy will invite the 

children to assist her with the final blessing. In the front of the church, on 
the left side is a “soft space” where children can “be children” and watch 

the service up close. 

 

Please join your voice to the hymns (Hymnal 1982) and the 
prayers (Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Prelude                                             Prelude in G Major William Harris 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. All children who desire to be part  
of the opening procession are welcome to join in! 

 

Opening Hymn                                #390  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty              
 

Opening Sentences  BCP pg 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

Collect for Purity 
 

Gloria Hymnal S-278  
 

Collect of the Day BCP pg 224 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah       8:18-9:1 

My joy is gone, grief is upon me, 
my heart is sick. Hark, the cry of my poor people 
from far and wide in the land: "Is the Lord not in Zion? 
Is her King not in her?" ("Why have they provoked me to anger with their 
images, with their foreign idols?") "The harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved. "For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, 
I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 

Is there no balm in Gilead? 
Is there no physician there? 
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Why then has the health of my poor people 
not been restored? 

O that my head were a spring of water, 
and my eyes a fountain of tears, 

so that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of my poor people! 

 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 79:1-9                                                                         BCP pg. 701 
we read the psalm responsively by half verse (at the *) 
 

The Second Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 
tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be 
kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives 
free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he 
has said, "I will never leave you or forsake you." So we can say with 
confidence, 
"The Lord is my helper; 
I will not be afraid.  
What can anyone do to me?" 
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.       Thanks be to God  
 

Sequence Hymn                                         #676 There is a balm in Gilead 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 14:1,7-14 
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Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not 
sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than 
you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you 
may come and say to you, `Give this person your place,' and then in 
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, 
go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may 
say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or 
a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon                                           The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims 
 

Please stand as you are able 
Nicene Creed                                                                                    BCP p. 358 
 

Prayers of the People Form 2                    BCP p.385       
 

Confession of Sin                                                               BCP p. 359 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 
But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.    Hebrews 13:15, 16 
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Offertory Anthem (or hymn)      Rejoice, the Lord is King     arr. John Rutter 
 

 
The Holy Communion 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings 
 to the altar. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Doxology                                                                                 Old 100th 

  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C                      BCP P. 369 

Sanctus                                                                             Hymnal S-128 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     BCP p. 364 
 

Fraction                                                                            Hymnal S-154 
 

These are the gifts of God given for us, the beloved of God: Come and be 
fed. 

All who desire communion are welcome to receive,  
either at the high altar or the chantry altar (to the left of the choir on the main floor). We 
distribute the bread and the wine (in a common cup), feel free to only receive the bread if 

that is more comfortable for you. Gluten free options are available.  
If you prefer to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest when at the altar.  

 

Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
 

Blessing 

 

Recessional                                       #594  God of grace and God of glory 
  

Dismissal BCP pg 366 

 

Postlude                                                   Toccata in Seven    John Rutter 
 

Those attending via Zoom please continue here. 
 

Please be seated. 
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9 am Zoom Service 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

 
Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.    Matthew 22:37 -40 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 

We will observe a moment of silence.  If you have consecrated wafers please 
consume one now, If you don’t, please know that as others receive the 
sacrament, so do you 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining 
us with this spiritual meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and 
in this time we have shared a mystery. May we in every place and time 
recognize the beauty and wonder of your work within and around us; 

 

Please greet each other at home and on your screens, 
with a sign of God’s peace. 
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accepting your love with joyful faith and eternal hope, in Christ’s name. 
Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal 
 
The flowers on the Altar today are for the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
John & Gertrude Swartz 
 

Announcements  
 

 
Welcome to Mr. John Novak, Organist and Choir Director 
Welcome to Bobbi Jo Voelker, Parish Administrator 
Thank you to Dawn Mark 
Today we have a special coffee hour to welcome our new staff members, John and 
Bobbi Jo, to thank Dawn for her months of covering music for us during Dave Lange’s 
long illness and to welcome back so many of our summer travelers! 
 

Pet Blessing will be at the 10 am service on Sunday October 16, 2022. We will 

accept donations for Pete’s Pet Food Pantry** (dog or cat food or $$). All well-
behaved leashed or crated pets are welcome. Photos of your pets will also work! Pete’s 
Pet Food Pantry was the first pet food pantry in our partnership, founded by The Rev. 
Deacon Lucinda “Pete” Dempesy-Sims in 2011 at Ascension Church in Buffalo. The Pet 
Food Pantry was renamed in Pete’s name after her death in 2017. It is currently 
housed at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Buffalo.  

 

Genesee Deanery Integration 

What the Genesee Deanery Integration means: 

• Max number of Eucharists is/will be 3 Sundays/month. As has been 

our practice for the past year, one Sunday a month will be a Liturgy of 

the Word service without communion.  

• Part-time priests assigned to St James will also be shared with other 

churches in the Deanery. There is a critical shortage of ordained 

(priests and deacons) people throughout mainline Christianity. We are 

no exception. Therefore the Dioceses of NWPA and WNY are 

employing a regional ministry format, so every 4-6 weeks another 

priest from the Deanery will preside at St. James.  
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• St. James will become part of the "GD Rotation" in advent. The 

rotation mentioned above will commence either in Advent or right 

after Christmas.  

What the Genesee Deanery Integration does NOT mean: 

• St. James will not pay more than its share.  

• St. James will not “absorb” other churches in the Deanery.  

• St. James will not "own" the Genesee Deanery 

If you want to be involved in the Deanery Integration planning, please contact 

Cathy or either Warden.  Your input is invited and appreciated! 

Fall Faith Formation Opportunities 
There will be a number of studies and classes beginning in September: 
Change in Bible Study: We will have Holy Eucharist in the chapel at 10 am on 
Thursdays with Bible Study to follow at 10:30 (to 11:30) in Cathy’s office, 
beginning September 22. 
On Thursday evenings at 5:30 pm, beginning September 15, Canon Cathy will 
lead a conversation on the three primary Creeds of our Faith: The Apostles’ 
Creed, The Nicene Creed and The Baptismal Covenant. The goal of this 
conversation is for each of us to write a Creed for ourselves, one that speaks to 
us about how we are guided by our faith. The conversation will happen for six 
weeks, September 15-October 20. This will be offered exclusively on zoom 
Jim Neider will lead the “Our Faith” class on Sundays, beginning on September 
18, after the 10 am Eucharist, in the Guild Room (The room off of the Parish 
Hall) 
St. Peter’s Eggertsville is inviting anyone who is interested in participating in a 
zoom Wednesday evening prayer and healing service to please join them. Every 
Wednesday starting at 4:30. There are readings from psalms, and a reading from 
the New Testament.  We discuss what the Bible readings mean to us. Everyone 
is encouraged to ask for prayers for themselves or for others. 
The prayers follow the format in the Book of Common Prayer. 
The zoom numbers are 
meeting ID 862 5213  4441 
pass code 522 734 
if you would like more information please contact Harold Odell 585 813 2933. 
Sunday School We offer Sunday school for our kids on the 2nd and 4th Sunday 
of the month. The kids will join in the opening procession and meet their 
teachers by the Chantry Altar after the opening hymn. They will rejoin us during 
the peace. 
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Cookie Sale 4 Ukraine (Nov. 11) followed immediately by THANKSGIVING 
Pie Sale/Basket Raffle (Nov. 18-19).  All proceeds from the Cookie Sale will 
go to Episcopal Relief and Development with Ukraine relief designated.  All 
proceeds from the Pie Sale/Basket Raffle will go to the fundraiser line on our 
annual operating budget which you approved at the Annual Meeting. 
For these events to be successful, we need your help with donations, baking, 
spreading the word, and attendance.  There are two categories of donations 
needed – baking supplies and basket raffle items.  For baking, we could use 
butter, flour, sugar, canned pumpkin, evaporated milk, and eggs.  For the basket 
raffle, food theme baskets are popular, such as Italian dinner (pasta, sauce, 
croutons, salad dressing, wine), Mexican dinner (taco kits, burritos, salsa, 
margarita mix), Snack attack (cookies, chips, candy), Baker’s basket (cake mixes, 
frosting, cupcake liners, etc.) and others such as Spa Day (lotions, soaps, gel eye 
pads, etc.), Welcome Baby, Child’s Play, Merry Christmas (wrappings, tree 
decorations, home décor), Home Décor of all sorts, handmade items, and small 
home appliances.  We have already received the generous donation of a gaming 
chair!  Those are just a few ideas.  No need to do a whole basket, if you see 
something on sale that you think someone might like, please grab it and we will 
add it to other items to create a theme. 
For donations, the sooner, the better.  Baking materials can be placed in the 
kitchen.  If you can bake some cookies or help with pies or have questions about 
this, please touch base with Jo-Ann Bestine.  For basket raffle items, please bring 
them in a bag labeled, “Basket Raffle” and leave them by the church office so 
they don’t get mixed in with the thrift store materials!  For questions about the 
basket raffle, please touch base with Dorian Ely.  We will start taking 
Thanksgiving pie orders right away – please contact Jo-Ann or Dorian. 
Thank you for your anticipated participation in these efforts! 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Lily Sofia 9-20, Amy Burk 9-22, Audra Feldman 9-22, Steve Rumery 9-23, 
Alexandra Belluscio 9-23 
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St. James Calendar 

Sun, September 18 9:00 am - 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

 
Mon, September 19 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Tue, September 20 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Wed, September 21  Office closed 
Thu, September 22 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
 9:00 am – 12:00 pm Cathy in office 
 11:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift store open 
Fri, September 23 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Office open 
Sun, September 25 9:00 am – 9:30 am Zoom Service 
 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
 11:15 am Coffee Hour 

 

All Zoom meetings use the following link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlL
bm4rUT09 

          Meeting ID: 808 543 2266  Passcode: zrXG3y 
One tap mobile 

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) Meeting ID: 808 543 2266 
Passcode: 710467 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8085432266?pwd=ZlBCZEI0WDQ1Szk5TEF2dFlLbm4rUT09
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St. James Episcopal 
Church 

  405 East Main Street 

   Batavia, NY 14020 
 
 
 

The Rev. Canon Cathy Dempesy-Sims,  
priestincharge@SJECBataviaNY.org 

 The Ven. Deacon Diana Leiker,  
dllart@aol.com 

 
Organist/ Choir Director: John Novak 

Administrator: Bobbi Jo Voelker  

Wardens: 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

Warden: Jim Ellison, (717)503-5749. jdellison@gmail.com 

  
Vestry: 

Jo-Ann Bestine, Amy Celentano,  

Phillip Colantonio, Dorian Ely,  
 Carol Queal 

 

Clerk of the Vestry: position to be filled 
Treasurer: Rick Iannello 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  
Website: www.sjecbataviany.org 

Email: Saint.James2@sjecbataviany.org  
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