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St. James Episcopal Church 
Batavia, New York 

 

 
 

Jesus Teaching from the Boat, James Tissot, (1836-1902) 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 21, 2021, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

As we are separated, please remember that you are an important 
part of the St. James Community and know that we are united in 

love and worship. 
 

”BCP” refers to “Book of Common Prayer” 
 

Please join your voice in responses printed in bold 
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The Word of God 
 
Opening Sentences BCP pg. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
Glory to God BCP pg. 356 

Glory to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth, 

Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your 
people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and 

varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.   Amen. 
 

The First Reading   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 

another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 119:9-16  In quo corrigit? BPC pg. 764 
 

9 How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 
By keeping to your words. 

10 With my whole heart I seek you; * 

let me not stray from your commandments. 
11 I treasure your promise in my heart, * 

that I may not sin against you. 
12 Blessed are you, O LORD; * 

instruct me in your statutes. 
13 With my lips will I recite * 

all the judgments of your mouth. 

14 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 
than in all manner of riches. 

15 I will meditate on your commandments * 
and give attention to your ways. 

16 My delight is in your statutes; * 
I will not forget your word. 

 

The Second Reading Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, 

 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
 

as he says also in another place, 
 “You are a priest forever, 

  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 

Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by 

God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 12:20-33 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and 
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 

the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 

this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
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come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 

said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon   “We wish to see Jesus.” Mother Bonnie Morris+ 
 

The bustle and the excitement are palpable.  Not only is Passover approaching and Jerusalem is 
thronged with residents, pilgrims, caravans, and merchants, but also a new king has entered 
Jerusalem.  It is an odd sort of pomp…this new king was not heralded by trumpets and a mighty army, 

but by people, shouting, waving, and celebrating.   Unusual, but powerful in its own way.  Quite 
understandably, many people take notice and wonder what all the fuss is about.  This is just a poor 

rabbi from Nazareth.  What power or wisdom or authority could he possibly bring?    
 

The story we have today takes place immediately after Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, which 
we will celebrate next week on Palm Sunday. 
 

This is the Gospel of John—who started his story with the universal—the understanding that the 
messiah was not just a man, but the Word of God.  “In the beginning was God, and the Word was with 

God.”  After this groundwork, John shares the story of a man, a person, fully human, living with us.  
Now we are back to the universal—some Greeks wish to see Jesus.  These people are Greeks, not 
Judeans.  Are they Jew or Gentile?  We do not know…because it does not matter.  This is a world-

wide, universal matter now.  John is showing us that life and work of Jesus of Nazareth is not just 
about a few fisherfolk.  It is about all people.  This Jesus of Nazareth is also the Incarnate Word of 

God, for all people in all times.   
 

Jesus says: “Now is the hour.”  Jesus is less than five days away from crucifixion.  It is time for you to 
know, it’s time for me to show that The Word of God is for everyone.  All people.  “Now is the hour.”  
Now is the time for me to make that happen.  He describes himself as a grain of wheat which must die 

so that it can be fulfilled, become so much more than a seed.  He is saying “I have to die so that I can 
be what I will be. So that I can be what I must be.  So that I can be what I truly am.  What I must be 

is eternal life for the whole world.”  Do you remember when Moses asked God for God’s name?  “Who 
should I tell people that you are?” Moses asked.  And God answered, not with a name, but with God’s 

essence.  “I am.”  “I exist.”  And here, near the end of his earthly life, Jesus says “I am life.”  
 
I am life, eternal life for all people.  If you want to be a part of what I will be then follow me.  If you 

will follow me, then serve me—and that means serving those I love:  all people.  It is an invitation, it is 
a path forward, “Follow me, for I am life.  Love me by loving others.  Serve me by serving others.  “I 

am life” says the Lord, and it is for you. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 

 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 

 and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 

prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 

 
The Prayers of the People 
During this season of Lent, we reflect inwards to find and name those things that cause us to separate 

from the spirit of love, then move towards repentance and healing through prayers, confession and 
fasting, and finally to wholeness which comes from knowing that we are resurrection people and 

becoming who we are meant to be.  
God in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 

The world is in pain and it's people are suffering with a disease not only of body, but of mind and spirit 

as well. We pray for the people whose names the world knows, whose stories are told daily in the 
news.  
God in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who continue to fight for the freedom and rights of others especially. Mitch, Eric, 

David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor and for those essential 
workers who sacrifice to make the lives of others better.   

God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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As we struggle to stay positive during this time of isolation, change, and fear... blanket us with the 
healing power of your love so we can find ways to be grateful for the lessons learned during this time. 

Remove our fear of change and replace it with the spirit of a renewed life.    
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us patience to wait our turn and to continue to love the other by following guidelines and 

mandates that we might not agree with. Fill us with your spirit so that we find joy in the present, while 
keeping our eyes focused on the future of the church when we will be able to gather as a community 

once again. 
God in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  
 

We offer prayers for those who are in need of physical healing or suffer in places of the heart that only 
you can know.  We especially hold up. Tim, Carolyn, Douglas, Aiden, Gabriella, Carla, Venus, 

Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat, Nicholas, Bob, Brian, Barb, Rita, Garth, Jessica, 
Mark, Steve, Bill, Joanne, Donna, Richie, Kim, Matt, Mary, Ed, Daphne and Charlene.  Are 

there others you would like to include?   pause.   
God in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, we place at your feet, those things that pull at our hearts, as we recognize and acknowledge 

actions that have caused pain and sorrow to our brothers and sisters.  
Open our eyes to the injustice we can change in our neighborhoods and continue to give us ears to 
hear your call to the church to become the beloved community.   

God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

As we gain insights into ourselves during this Lenten journey, teach us to love as you love us, forgive 
as you forgive, and show grace as you show grace.  Guide us as we find ways to reflect your gospel 

message in the world, emboldened by the Holy Spirit.  
God in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Confession of Sin 

The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 
 
The Presider says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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Spiritual Communion 
If you like, please unmute for the Peace. 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
Please greet each other at home and on your screens, with a sign of God’s peace. 

 

Moments of Joy 
This is an opportunity to share a brief moment of joy from the past week…something for which you 
give thanks to God. (Please remember to remute your microphone.) 
 

Offertory 

Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us, inviting us into his love. 
 

Doxology (spoken) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures, here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

As we spend a moment in silence, you may wish to cup your hands as though you were going to 
receive communion and place them over your heart for a moment. Breathe in God’s goodness and 
love. Breathe out your anxieties and concerns. Imagine placing all of your love for God, and for the 
world God created into your hands, and then offer your love back to God by holding your hands out & 
saying... 
 

Dearest Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament, and that 

you fill us at all times with your holy, healing, and life-giving Presence. I love you above all 
else, and my desire is to always welcome you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you in consecrated bread and wine, help me to know your Presence spiritually in 

my heart. I embrace you, knowing that you are already here, and I unite myself wholly 
with you. Never let me feel separated from you or from your love. Amen. 
 

We will observe a moment of silence. 
 

Post Spiritual Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, for calling us together and for sustaining us with this spiritual 
meal. This time that we share today is sacred, and in the sacredness we have shared a 
mystery. May we in every place and time recognize the sacredness of life, and may we 

accept the mystery as we accept your love — with joyful faith and eternal hope; in Christ’s 
name. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and 

the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal BCP pg. 365 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

Thanks be to God.                 
 

            A Happy Birthday! 
                                        Eve-lynn Sofia  3/22,   Sharon Pinney  3/23, 

                                        Barb Pierce  3/24,   Corky Best  3/24, 
                                     Dominic Celentano  3/26   Pat Roblee  3/27       

 
 

Readers on March 21st: 
 1st Lesson &  Psalm  Jim Neider 

 2nd Lesson   Debbie Barone 
 Prayers of the People Terry and Chip McGuire 

 

 
Field of Honor 

 
The planning team has been working on refining the details of this event during the past month.  We 
hope that this is a project that our congregation will want to rally around because it is OUTSIDE and 

has many little needs everyone can help with.  Let Jim Ellison tell you more about it in this 
video.  https://youtu.be/10ZFsIi486M There will be more information coming out about how you can 

help in the near future.    
 

Alex’s Chicken BBQ Tickets are Available 
Put the mood of summer on your dinner table by having a chicken BBQ without the hassel of having to 
cook it yourself.  The meal is “pick up at the side entrance”, a safe way to get your order. The ticket 

price is still $11.00.  You can call Carol Queal at 585-343-5177 or call the office at 585-343-6802 if you 
would like to purchase tickets. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/10ZFsIi486M
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March 21st through March 28th 

 

Mar 21st  
10:00 a.m. Worship Service on Zoom 

   To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
   Meeting ID:  898 108 57988 
  Password-church 

  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group 
 (same Zoom Link as above) 
 

Mar 23rd Special Vestry Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Link to be sent to the vestrymembers 
 

7:00 p.m. Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
  To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 

  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 
 

Mar 24th  Bible Discussion Group on Zoom 

12:00 a.m. To join Zoom go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457 
  Meeting ID:  579 180 457 
  Password-church 

  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 579 180 457 
 

7:00 p.m. Communications Team 

  To join Zoom go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232 
  Meeting ID:  844 7683 8232 

  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use 844 7683 8232 
 

Mar 25th  Genesee Deanery Evening Prayer Service 
7:00 p.m. To join Zoom go to:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88459547624 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 88459547624 
 

Mar 28th  Palm Sunday 
10:00 p.m. Worship Service on Zoom 

  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988 
  Meeting ID:  342 842 3369 

  Password-church 
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 

10:45 a.m. Our Faith Discussion Group on Zoom 
    To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
    Meeting ID:  342 842 3369 

    Password-church 
 Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 

 

Mar 30th  
8:00 a.m. Finance Team Meeting on Zoom 

  To join Zoom go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/579180457?pwd=dnFpVkN0d1hzd0hCTEMwSzJUVjkvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476838232?pwd=UmRKaUpRTENrS3dWQWJsSnRVK29Zdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/960235378
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 

Batavia, NY 14020 

 
 
 
 

 
Check out our website and Facebook for 

online worship opportunities 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector rector.stjames@outlook.com 
The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 

 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch,  
Organist: David Lange  

Administrator: Barbara King,  
Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 

Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 

Vestry: 
Amy Celentano, Phillip Colantonio, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  

Dorian Ely, Elizabeth Findlay, Jolene Folger,  
Barbara King,  Dean Perry, Bill Sofia  

 

Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurer:  Rick Iannello 
 

Office Phone: 585-343-6802  

Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org  
Email: saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

 

mailto:rector.stjames@outlook.com
mailto:dllart@aol.com
mailto:jmaneider@outlook.com
mailto:jessig@gvboces.org
http://www/
mailto:saint.james2@outlook.com

