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Dear People of St. James 

The last three months have been difficult, but I must say that in this time I have 

gained an even greater understanding of the strength of our parish community.  We 

have not been able to meet in our building; we have not been able to share the 

sacrament of the Eucharist.  What we have done is amazing—we have worshiped 

together, studied together and found ways to reach out to the community with our 

love and support. 

We have said many times that four walls—no matter how beautiful—cannot contain or 

represent the people of Christ.  These past three months have required us to look 

beyond our walls and our usual way of life.  We have had to learn, adapt and change.  

The grace, hope and love which I have received from you has carried me forward, and 

given me the energy to face the most daunting of days. 

In his letter to the Church in Rome, St. Paul said “What then are we to say about these 

things? If God is for us, who is against us?”  Thank you St. Paul!  God is indeed for us, 

with us and loving us, so together, there is nothing that we cannot face. 

With the love of the Risen Christ, 

Mother Bonnie+ 

 



                                          JUNE BIRTHDAYS! 

We pray God's blessing be with you  
on your special day and every day. 

 

Happy Birthday! 

Garnet Wood  6/2,   Tim Carney 6/4,   William Sofia, Jr.  6/4, 

Bonnie Dvoroznak  6/5,   Don Wolff  6/13   Harold Odell  6/15, 

Herb Hammond  6/16,   Gary Hammond  6/16,   Stephen Hawley  6/16, 

Betsy Dexheimer  6/17,   Patricia Cone  6/19,   Bill Sofia  6/21, 

Emily Wood  6/21,   Jane Draycott  6/24,   Keith Price  6/24 

Lenora Shepard  6/28,   Frank Markwica  6/30,   Abigail Esparza  6/30 

 

 

 

 

 

When offering your prayers at home  
please include the following people who  

are loved ones of our parish family:  
 

Douglas, Tim, Aiden, Gabriella, Diana, Carla, Venus,  

Debbie, Beth Ann, Cathy, Wendy, Evan, Travis, Pat,  

Nicholas, Bob, Charlene, Brian, Rita, Garth, Jessica, Richie,  

Mark, Brett, Harold, Charlie, Steve, Lew-Ann, Joanne   

 

For those serving in our military: 

Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael,  

Alex, Chad, Jim, Devyn and Trevor 

  



 
DIAKONIA MUSINGS 

 

 As I sit in my warm house with plenty of food, projects to keep me busy, electricity running, 
and the ability to call my children, I can't help but think of other groups of people who are isolated 
and held in place for undetermined lengths of time.  Images of refugee camps with families living in 
tents with nothing to do day after day for years keep popping up in my brain.  People who are 
incarcerated are isolated from the people they love for years at a time, sometimes without a single 
piece of mail or visit during their incarceration.  Nursing home residents are isolated and lonely.  The 
homeless are isolated. Those in detention centers waiting to see a judge are isolated.  People with 
cancer and weakened immune systems are isolated. Soldiers are isolated and live in fear every day. 
 We are so privileged to live in America, Western New York, in the city of Batavia and the 
surrounding neighborhoods.  The sacrifices we have been making for a short time might make us feel 
angry, frustrated, sad, and fearful, as we separate from all that we knew as normal. These feelings 
are all part of the grieving process and if we let ourselves go through it instead of fighting our 
feelings, we should arrive in a place of acceptance of our new normal. We will also arrive changed by 
the process and more empathetic to those people we don't often think about.      
 These past few weeks have also brought about another kind of illness to the forefront. Again, 
the consequences are extremely painful and call for action from all of us to work through. Covid 19 
called for the American people to put aside their own needs to protect others by staying inside and 
wearing a mask.  Racial unrest is calling for Americans to put aside their biases and listen to what 
people of color are saying.   
 Both the Corona Virus and the" virus of racism" are silent weapons, silent killers, and are 
spread by "carriers", often without any awareness of how they were infecting and effecting their 
neighbors. Jesus is very clear when He told his disciples to love his neighbor as they love themselves, 
period.  We need to be cognizant of our brothers and sisters needs so that we can love them as we 
are loved.  
 It takes work.   
 It means putting our own egos aside and humbling ourselves to be open to meeting people 
where they are, not where we wish they would be.   
 It means walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  
  The hope for people around the world and especially in our country, is that studying the 
causes, effects, and data surrounding the "viruses" will allow us to understand their origins, how they 
have been spread, and how to combat the negative effects of disease.  
 We as people of prayer, followers of The Way of Jesus, have the choice to remain focused on 
the will of God and the spread of Love, whatever that looks like for us during this present moment in 
time and into the future. We are the church, and if the church is to survive, it must undergo the 
pain of being transformed.  The Christian Church, Followers of Jesus, needs to emerge as a new 
creation, renewed through the power of the Holy Spirit with a new mission; to love all of God's 
creation including Her children and the earth and creatures put in our care. It will take our ability to 
see past the walls our buildings and see each other as human beings who are created in the image of 
God's love... to be loved and to share that love in Christ's name.  Then we can proclaim "Christ is 
risen.  He is risen indeed!"  
 To stay mentally and spiritually healthy, I have a challenge for each of us this next month.  
This is not my own idea, but it is a DELIGHTFULLY great one.  
Instead of recognizing and focusing on your blessings( like the fact that we have a warm house to 
stay in, or food on the table), start looking for things that delight you every day.  For example: the 
color of a leaf that is left on a tree branch and survived the wind, snow, and rain of winter, the song 
of a bird in the morning, the taste of a sweet, juicy pear, the feel of the blanket that your wrap 
yourself up as you read a good book, or the smell of the morning air after a rain. Write down those 



things that delight you in a notebook or journal.  The author that started doing this said it impacted 
his life in ways he couldn't have imagined.   So let's pay attention to those little things that we 
experience through our five senses, and start writing them down every day. Every once in a while, 
send me a text 716-880-5103 or email dllart@aol.com with your name and a word or phrase 
describing a delight you experienced. When we emerge from our cocoons as butterflies, we can 
compare notes and share how we were blessed or changed by taking the time to be delighted!         
 

Faithfully, Deacon Diana 
 
 

Warden’s Report – June 2020 Newsletter 
What a difference four months makes! That is how long it has been since we have written a 
newsletter article. Last February seems like years away. Because of the “Pause” here in New York, 
visible activity here at St. James almost ground to a halt. However, things have been happening that 
are not so visible. Virtual worship, Our Faith class, Bible study, pastoral care, Vestry meetings etc. 
take time and effort. Mother Bonnie, Barb and others have been putting in more time, in many cases, 
than before the shut-down. 
 

We have made some progress in getting the Rectory transferred to Crossroads House. Of course they 
were equally impacted during the past few months. However, we are close to completing the lease 
for the property. Work on this was put on hold. Shortly, Crossroads House will be storing their 
wheelchair van in the Rectory garage. This month they will be having a group go through the 
building to begin planning the changes in layout to meet their needs. Small steps, but we’re getting 
there. 
 

The Finance Team has been meeting every week since mid-May to plan where we are going 
financially with all that has been going on. Originally we were to work on a plan to plot the future of 
a full time Rector going into 2021. Of course, the pandemic has had a tremendous impact on that 
situation. The Team has had to make some changes to where it was going to take into account 
significant changes in our financial state. Therefore, our timetable for completion of this work and 
reporting to the congregation has had to be significantly altered. Work is proceeding and we will get 
to where we want to be, it is going to take more time. Please be patient. 
 

What has been completed by our Safety Committee is a plan for the reopening of St. James. This 
plan was put together by the committee in near record time. When we do reopen for corporate 
worship and just about everything we do will be very different than it was before. Both of us have 
been grateful for all who have stepped forward to help out during this trying time. When some 
temporarily “ran out of gas,” others stepped up in true St. James fashion. And for that we thank you. 
 

Jim Neider & Judy Essig, Wardens 
 

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS, MAY 19, 2020 REPORT: 
 St. James was approved for a federal Payroll Protection Program grant/loan. 
 The vestry looked at stewardship and budget information. Pledges and other income must be 

increased and other expenses decreased in order to sustain a full-time rector.   The vestry will 
continue to discuss our future financial goals and work with the Bishop and Canon Cathy 
Dempsey-Sims to how to move forward into 2021 and beyond. 

 The Safety Committee is working on protocols for when the building reopens. 
 
 
 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT 
The Vestry has approved a number of capital improvement and major maintenance projects at 
St. James this year, and we are currently receiving quotes for repair on the two church chimneys, 
repointing of the exterior vertical joints and surface spall repair adjacent to the south stained glass 
window, renovation of the southeast entrance to the nave, and repair of the southeast buttress. 
In addition, exterior painting of the office complex and parish hall will be completed, the east parking 
lot will be sealed and re-striped, and miscellaneous roof and downspout repairs will be made at the 
church.  
 

The Bricks and Mortar fund balance was $60,677.69, as of April 30, 2020. 
 

Projects are progressed only when there are sufficient funds on-hand to complete the work. 
 

Please be reminded that receipts credited to Bricks and Mortar are the sole revenue source       for 
these projects.  Parishioner pledge money is no longer used to support these non-operating 
expenses. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dave Lange 
Property Committee Chair 
 

ECW HIGHLIGHTS SINCE MARCH FOR NEWSLETTER: 

The ECW board has met via Zoom in April and May and plans to meet later in June for their annual 
picnic at the home of Joan Ellison using social distancing recommendations. 

Highlights of the April and May meetings: 

Financial issues:  

 Profits from the 3 weeks of Fish Frys was about $6,727. The board moved to turn over $6000 
to the general fund as was budgeted.  $250 was donated to St. Paul’s in thanks to the workers 
from there who helped.    

 $10,000 was moved from the checking account to the Merrill Lynch accounts for future 
investment. Checking account balance as of 5/31/2020: is $9781.16 

 The board approved monetary donations of $250 each to the Batavia Salvation Army and the 
LeRoy Rotary Club Community Kitchen to supplement their efforts to feed the hungry in our 
communities during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Parishioners are encouraged to contribute 
towards these efforts. ECW will disperse any donated funds. 

 The treasurer updated the board about the new parish hall chairs: 
o Cost of new chairs: $3269.17 
o Donations:               $3042.00 
o Sale of old chair            $5.00 
o Sale of metal               $30.00 
o Final cost from ECW funds: $192.17 

Items discussed: 

 ECW board members have facilitated contributions to local agencies in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. For example, gloves, hand sanitizer, homemade masks and leftover Fish Fry 
supplies have been donated to local agencies. These donations, given in the name of St. 
James totaled approximately $50.00.  

 Future fund raiser may be a type of dessert bake sale using the frozen goodies from the Fish 
Frys which were cancelled. 



 ECW has voted to fund a doorbell to be placed on the west entrance side door with the idea 
that it would “ring” in the guild room and/or the Rector’s/Administrator’s office. This has been 
put on hold until the building is open again. 

 The reopening of the Thrift Store is in question and has been discussed by the board. More 
discussion will take place at the June meeting with re-opening guidelines hopefully being 
available at that time. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY UPDATE 

 The Safety Committee has resumed meeting and has tabled the ideas we were pursuing 

regarding physical safety assessments done in the last calendar year.  As indicated in the last report, 

there were some modifications made regarding fire hazards and cleaning out unused materials in 

several locations.  We have been approved to secure the entrance near Mother Bonnie’s office due to 

safety concerns regarding the door and the steps.  That will no longer be used as an entrance or exit 

unless in case of emergency. 

 We have worked with our Camera provider and are planning on installing an additional camera 

in the Turner Parking Lot area for better coverage.  Batavia City Police has been consulted regarding 

placement and we will be registered as a business that uses ( I don’t remember the name of the 

program-please feel free to add anything here) 

 Currently, our committee is working on a re-opening plan as required by the State of New York 

for the COVID requirements.  We are reviewing a plan now that covers, just employees and 

necessary volunteers in the building presently.  Our re-opening to the parish and public will be guided 

by the requirements of New York State and our Bishop. Presently, our protocol requires all persons in 

the building to sign in with purpose and time as well as verifying that they have cleaned/disinfected 

all items they used or touched.  This included all doorknobs, light switches and equipment.  We ask 

that you BE GLOVED during the time of your visit so we know that all things disinfected remain that 

way.  There is a table in the reception area with a 6 ft mark from the office window with the log 

book, hand sanitizer and face masks.  Masks must be worn when being 6 feet apart is impossible. We 

are asking for your due diligence with these regulations as many in our parish/employment have 

significant “at risk” situations. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Due to the lack of in person services, this has been suspended since March and will be revisited when 

appropriate. 

 



 
A THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

 

An old Cherokee told his grandson 
 

“My son, there is a battle between two wolves 
inside us all.” 

 

“One is evil.  It is anger, jealousy, greed, resentment, 
Inferiority, lies and ego” 

 

“The other is good.  It is humility, kindness, empathy 
and truth” 

 

The boy thought about it and asked 
 

“Grandfather, which wolf wins?” 
 

The old man quietly replied 
“The one you feed” 

 
 

       UTILITY COSTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 
        Here are our utilities costs paid for May usage.   

             Fuel - -$947.03 
            Electric - $108.48 

 
 

 

UPDATE FROM FUNDRAISING TEAM 
The Fundraising Team is going ahead and planning some upcoming Fundraisers.  Please look for 
more information on: 
 

 - 2nd Pierogi Dinner to be held on National Pierogi Day, October 8, 2020 
 - Annual Pie Sale and Basket Raffle on November 21, 2020 
 - Cherry Pie Sale the weekend of Washington's Birthday, February 12 and 13, 2021 
 

Of course, each of these events will be tweaked to accommodate our new and ever-changing 
reality.  In the meantime, if you see some great online deals for basket raffle items, cherry pie filling  
 

on sale, etc., please snatch them up and we will let you know when they can be brought in to the 
church (not yet). 
 

As we know, our expenses currently exceed our income, so these events are an opportunity to 
involve the community in the life of our church and help out financially.  And, sometimes for us, the 
parishioners of St. James, this is another way to support our faith community. 
 

Thank you for your anticipated assistance in making these fun events successful! 

 
 
 
 



HEALTH NEWS FROM PARISH NURSE DIANE COX BSN-RN 
I am looking forward being able to bring Blood Pressures back to St. James; under a new beginning 
due to the Covid19 pandemic; we are all working together to determine the best way to handle this. 
We will need to follow the Covid19 safety guidelines as well as the guidelines set forth by the 
Dioceses of Northwest Pennsylvania and Western New York. 

The Parish Nurse program is also looking for volunteers to assist with Blood Pressures as to be able 
to provide more often, blood pressure takers and recorders. Please contact Barb King 
saint.james2@outlook.com or myself at dscox@rochester.rr.com 

 

 



Lay Readers’ Schedule for Remainder of June  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can also be found on www.stjamesbatavia.org   If you are unable to serve at a scheduled time,  

and Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia  please find a sub and notify the parish office 

 
 

The St. James Calendar 
 

Sun, Jun 14 10:00 am – 10:30 am Diocesan Morning Prayer via Zoom  
  https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0  
  If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
  To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938# 
  10:30 am – 11:00 am St. James Morning Prayer via Zoom 
  11:00 am – 11:20 am Coffee Hour via Zoom 
  11:20 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group via Zoom 
  All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
  You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
  To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
Mon, Jun 15 11:00 am – 12:00 pm Finance Team Meeting 
  7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer w/ Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Tue, Jun 16 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Vestry Meeting https://zoom.us/j/93613259917 
  7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Wed, Jun 17 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
  or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
  4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Internal Communications Team Mtg via  
     Zoom 
  7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 

 June 14 June 21 June 28 

Lesson 1 Bette Rung Keith Price Joan Ellison 

Lesson 2 Bill Sofia Judy Essig Lilo Townsend 

Canticle Barb King Jim Neider Jim Ellison 

Prayers of 
the people 

Diane Skelton Diane Cox Anne Iannello 

http://www.stjamesbatavia.org/
https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457


 
Thu, Jun 18 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Fri, Jun 19 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
 or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421Sun, Mar 8  
 
Sun, Jun 21 10:00 am – 10:30 am Diocesan Morning Prayer via Zoom  
  https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0  
  If you are asked for a password, use lakeerie.  
  To join by phone instead of video, dial 646-876-9923 and use code 127336938# 
  10:30 am – 11:00 am St. James Morning Prayer via Zoom 
  11:00 am – 11:20 am Coffee Hour via Zoom 
  11:20 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group via Zoom 
  All three will use the same Zoom Meeting link.   
  You can join as early as 10:20 a.m. 
  To join go to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988  
  Or join by phone: (646) 558-8656, and use code 898 108 57988 
 
Mon, Jun 22  11:00 am – 12:00 pm Finance Team Meeting via Zoom 
  6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Warden’s Meeting via Zoom 
  7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer w/ Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Tue, Jun 23 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Wed, Jun 24 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
  To join go to https://zoom.us/j/579180457  
  or join by phone: (646) 558-8656 and use code 579 180 457 
  7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Thu, Jun 25 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
 
Fri, Jun 26 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm Evening Prayer with Gen. Deanery via Zoom 
  To join go https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84159068421 
  or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 and use code: 841 590 68421 
  

https://zoom.us/j/127336938?pwd=cm8zUWh0Y2loTjYyKy91YURsTVBCQT0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810857988
https://zoom.us/j/579180457


 

 

St. James Episcopal Church 
405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
 
 

Check out our website and Facebook for online worship 
opportunities 

 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King, Bookkeeper: Sherry Garigen 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden:  Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Amy Celentano, Bonnie Dvoroznak,  
Dorian Ely, Barbara King, Dean Perry,  
Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Bill Sofia 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 
 


