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St. James Episcopal Church 

Batavia, New York 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The First Sunday after Christmas 
 

December 29, 2019, 10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist 
 

Welcome to St. James! 
 

Instructions for standing, sitting and kneeling are in the bulletin.  Please engage in 

these as you are comfortable and able.  We regularly use two books in our worship: 

The Hymnal (blue) and the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) (red). 

Please join your voice to the hymns and the prayers printed in bold. 
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Prelude   ‘Benedictus Qui Venit’ Ludwig van Beethove 
             ‘Blessed is He That Cometh’ 
 

The Word of God 
 

Please stand. 
Hymn 102    Once in royal David’s city 
 Omit stanza 3 
Opening Sentences 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Hymn S-100 Trisagion 

 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your 
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in 
our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 



4 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The First Reading   Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 147:13-21   Laudate Dominum BPC p. 805 
  

13  Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; * 
  praise your God, O Zion; 

14  For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
  he has blessed your children within you. 

15  He has established peace on your borders; * 
  he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16  He sends out his command to the earth, * 
  and his word runs very swiftly. 
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17  He gives snow like wool; * 
  he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18  He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
  who can stand against his cold? 

19  He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
  he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20  He declares his word to Jacob, * 
  his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21  He has not done so to any other nation; * 
  to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
  Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Reading Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 
 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So 
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through 

God. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

Please stand. 
 

Hymn 324 How bright appears the Morning Star  
 
The Holy Gospel. John 1:1-18 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John 
testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made 
him known. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon  Mother Bonnie Morris 
Please stand. 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic Church 
 the communion of saints 
 the forgiveness of sins 
 the resurrection of the body 
 and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Presider  
As we join with the whole creation and celebrate with joy the Word made flesh, 
let us offer prayers to God who dwells among us to the end of time. 
 
Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For Michael our presiding bishop, Sean our bishop, and all bishops, for the 
priests, deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of 
God. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place.  We give 
thanks for the ministry of the Altar Guild. 
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Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For justice, peace, and freedom among peoples of the earth, and for those who 
seek and guard the peace, 
Especially  Eric, David, Paul, Brandon, Michael, Alex and Devyn . Come, 
O Lord, and save us. 
For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, 
and for those in prison. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For the dying and the dead. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
For friends, family and all those we love, 
Especially,   Douglas, Tim, Venus, Nicholas, Pat, Joanne, Charlene, 
Brian, Kristen, Margaret, Aiden, Kathy, Tammie, Peter, Chuck, Lisa, 
Sharon, Rocco, Wendy, Virginia, Carter, Carole and   (congregation may 
insert a name they wish to include at this time).  May God keep our loved ones in 
his hand. 
Come, O Lord, and save us. 
Joining our voices with the blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels 
of God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord, our God. 
 
Presider 
Source of grace and truth; accept the prayers we offer in this joyful season. May 
we come to see the true light who shines throughout the world and who is God 
for all eternity. Glory to you for ever. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
The deacon bids us to confession: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Please kneel as you are able. 
A period of silence is kept. 

 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
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repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Presider alone stands and says: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory    
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of 
Bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the altar. 

 
Please stand. 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B BCP p. 367 

 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you gave Jesus 
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Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy 
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that 
we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and received power to become 
our children.  
 
Hymn S-129 The Sanctus 

 
The people stand or kneel. 

 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, 
according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 
gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Hymn S-163 The Fraction Anthem 

 



12 
 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion,  
either at the hgh altar or the chantry altar  

 
Communion Hymns 
Seek ye first Hymn 711 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you.  Alleluia!” 

 
Hymn 82 Of the Father’s love begotten  
Hymn 84 Love came down at Christmas 
 
Post Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 
before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Hymn 100  Joy to the world! The Lord is come  
  
Dismissal 
Go into the world sharing God's love. 
Thanks be to God   
 
Postlude    Christians Be Joyful from the ‘Christmas Oratorio’ J. S. Bach 
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                          A Happy Birthday! 
           We pray God's blessing be with you 
               on your special and every day. 

                             Jim Bestine  12/29,  Will Ely  12/31,  
    Carol Queal  1/1,  Jamie Belluscio  1/4  

 

REGIFTING 
 The fund raising committee is planning on having a basket raffle again next 
November.  We are beginning to put aside items to go in the baskets.  Did you receive 
a lovely gift that perhaps you know you will not use?  Donate it to the basket 
raffle.  Did you see some Christmas item at an incredibly discounted price?  Purchase it 
and donate it the basket raffle.  All will be put to good use and hopefully make next 
year’s basket raffle even more successful! 
 

PIEROGI DINNER PLANNING MEETING 
 The fundraising Committee is planning a Pierogi Dinner on Friday, February 21, 
2020.  We feel this would be a unique opportunity for anyone desirous of learning the 
“ins and outs” involved in putting such an event together.  The “fish fry crew” has their 
hands full when in full swing, so this one-night-only event would be a great way to get 
your feet wet!  This is not meant to exclude anyone’s help, and, as always, your 
fundraising committee will be asking for and greatly appreciating donations of certain 
items in the future!  If interested in helping with this event or to ask more about it, 
contact Missi Smith at 343-3416.   
 There will be a planning meeting/Fundraising Team meeting Tuesday, January 
14th, 7:30 p.m. in the Guild Room.  Put the date on your calendar and join us in 
planning this fun evening. 
 

January Newsletter 
The newsletter for January will be prepared the first week in January and issued the 
second Sunday of January rather than the first Sunday.  The change in schedule is due 
to vacation and end of year requirements.  If you have a report for the newsletter, 
please submit it to the office (via email) before January 7th.  If you are a volunteer to 
serve during services, please submit your availability for the the month of January and 
the first Sunday of February by January 4th. 
 

Annual Reports 
If you are a Ministry Chairperson, a committee team leader or in charge of any group 
that requires a report for the annual meeting, please submit your report to the office 
via email before January 7th. 
 

Your cooperation submitting reports for the newsletter and for the annual 
meeting will be greatly appreciated. 
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Lay Ministries Schedule  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are unable to serve at a scheduled time,  
please find a sub and notify the parish office 

  

 December 29 January 5 

EM 1 Carol Queal Jo-Ann Bestine 

EM 2 Diane Cox Keith Price 

Chantry EM Barb Gray Terry McGuire 

1st Lesson Bill Hawkins Lilo Townsend 

2nd Lesson Joan Ellison Amy Celentano 

Prayers of the People Rose Rumery Larry Belluscio 

Acolytes 
Jo-Ann Bestine 

Rich Geitner 
Diane Cox 

Carol Queal 

Ushers 
Dean Perry 

Bill Coughlin 
Dean Perry 

Russ Dvoroznak 

Greeters 
Bonnie Smith 

Wayne Townsend 
Paula Alker 

Jane McKeehan 

Element Bearers 
Jane McKeehan 

Nancy Harrington 
Diane & Kevin 

Skelton 

Coffee Hour Need a volunteer Need a volunteer 

Altar Guild 
Bette Rung 
Carol Queal 
Bill Coughlin 

Jo-Ann Bestine 
Joanne Fleming 
Donna Kauffman 

Building Closer Dave Lange Larry Belluscio 
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The St. James Calendar 

 

Sun, Dec 29 10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
  11:15 am – 12 00 pm Coffee Hour 
  11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Dec 30 Office Closed 
Tue, Dec 31   Office Closed        
    10:00 am – 2:00 pm Baby Café  
   3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu 
Wed, Jan 1  Office Closed 
Thu, Jan 2  Office Closed 
   9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thrift Shop Open 
Sun, Jan 5  9:00 am – 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
   10:00 am – 11:15 am  Holy Eucharist 
   10:00 am – 10:45 am Sunday School Class & Confirmation 
   11:15 am – 12 00 pm Coffee Hour 
   11:30 am – 12:00 pm Our Faith Discussion Group 
Mon, Jan 6  7:00 pm – 9:30 pm Genesee Chorale Rehearsal 
Tue, Jan 7  10:00 am – 3:00 pm Baby Café 
   3:30 pm – 5:30 pm EFM at Judkin’s Home, Corfu 
   4:30 pm – 5:30 pm Outreach Meeting 
   5:30 pm – 7:00 pm ECW Meeting 
   7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Fundraising Team Meeting 
   7:00 pm – 8:30 pm Property Committee Meeting 
Wed, Jan 8  11:00 am – 11:30 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel 
    12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Bible Discussion Group 
    2:00 pm – 3:00 pm  Rupprecht Fund Advisory Committee Mtg 
  7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
Thu, Jan 9  9:00 am – 2:00 pm Thirft Shop Open 
Sat, Jan 18  All Day Men’s Retreat 
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St. James Episcopal Church 

405 East Main Street 
Batavia, NY  14020 

 
Sunday Worship Service: 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 
Weekday Services 

Wednesday, 11 a.m. – Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
The Second Tuesday of the Month, 3:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist at the Premier 

Genesee Nursing Home, 278 Bank Street, in the Mall Walk 
The Fourth Tuesday of the Month at 10:45 a.m. – Holy Eucharist at  

The Manor House, 427 East Main Street, in the Grand Parlor 
 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

The Rev. Bonnie F. Morris, Rector 
rector.stjames@outlook.com 

The Rev. Deacon Diana Leiker, dllart@aol.com 
 

Choir Director: Dillon Hirsch, Organist: David Lange 
Administrator: Barbara King 

 
Wardens: 

Warden: Jim Neider, (585) 409-8891, jmaneider@outlook.com 
Warden: Judy Essig, (585) 820-2615, jessig@gvboces.org 

 
Vestry: 

Diane Cox, Bonnie Dvoroznak, Dorian Ely, 
Jack Kershner, Barbara King, Dean Perry, 

Harold Odell, Barbara Pierce, Lilo Townsend 
Clerk of the Vestry: Cathy Judkins 

Treasurers: Peter Mark and Keith Price 
 

Office Phone:  585-343-6802 
Website: www. stjamesbatavia.org 
Email:  saint.james2@outlook.com 

Like us on Facebook at St. James Episcopal Church Batavia 

mailto:jessig@gvboces.org

