
The Grapes are Always Greener, 4-K, 
Aug 19 
 

Bible Story: The Grapes are Always Greener (King Ahab and Naboth’s 
vineyard) • 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27 
Bottom Line: When you want what someone else has, it can make you 
miserable. 
Memory Verse: “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situation.” Philippians 4:11b-12a, 
NIV 
Virtue: Contentment—choosing to be happy with what you’ve got. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: an offering container 
 
What You Do: 
Ask kids to talk about things they don’t enjoy doing or things that make them sad.  
 
2. In Misery 
What You Need: paper, pencils, hand mirrors (optional) 
 
What You Do: 
Give each kid paper and a pencil. Ask them to draw themselves with the most miserable 
face possible. They can take turns drawing and making miserable faces if you don’t have 
mirrors. With extra time, you could have a contest for the “most miserable face ever.” 
 
What You Say: 
“Oh my! You all looked like you were in such misery! [Transition] That was kind of a 
crazy activity, huh? Today we’ll hear some more about being miserable.” 
 
Play video 
 
1. Not Just Paper (application activity / review the Bible story) 
What You Need: paper, markers, Bible 
 
What You Do: 
Give kids each a piece of paper and ask them all to draw a crown on their papers. Then 
read the Bible story, 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27, aloud from the Bible. When you talk about King 
Ahab, tell kids to hold their papers up over their heads like they’re wearing the crown. 
When you talk about Queen Jezebel, ask kids to pretend to write on the paper like 
they’re writing a letter. When you talk about what happened to King Ahab in the end, 
guide kids to crumple up the papers and throw them at you. 
 
Then ask the following questions: 

• What did Naboth have that King Ahab wanted? (Vineyard) 



• How did King Ahab feel when he wasn’t given what he wanted? (He was 
miserable.) 

• What did King Ahab and his wife Queen Jezebel do in order to get what Naboth 
had? (Had Naboth killed) 

• How did King Ahab feel after this was all over? (He was miserable.) 
• What happened to King Ahab at the end of the story? (God punished him.) 
• [Apply] What is something that kindergarteners and first graders might 

want that someone else has? (Various answers) 
• [Apply] How do you feel when you want something you can’t have? 

(Miserable; angry; sad) 
• [Apply] What can you do instead of feeling miserable? (Be content; enjoy 

what you do have) 
 
What You Say: 
“Do you think King Ahab was a terrible person for what he and his wife did? They did do 
a terrible thing because they wanted something someone else had. But sometimes we 
act like that too. You should never kill or hurt anybody, but sometimes we do some silly 
things. And we ALWAYS end up miserable when we don’t have what we want. 
[Impress] When you want what someone else has, it can make you miserable.” 
 
 
* 2. Rob Your Neighbor (application activity) 
What You Need: bag of random items, plus one thing that all the kids will want 
 
What You Do: 
Explain to kids how to play the game “Rob Your Neighbor” (known at Christmas-time as 
“White Elephant“). Kids will sit in a circle, and you will give one kid an item from the bag. 
The kid to his left can either “steal” that item or ask for another item from your bag. This 
continues until all kids have an item. The rule is that a single item cannot be stolen more 
than twice. (You will need to help them keep track of this.) 
 
As you play, watch the kids’ reactions to the gifts they get. Make sure to keep what kids 
would consider the “best” item until last, when nobody can steal it. After you’re finished, 
tell kids whether or not they get to keep the items. 
 
What You Say: 
“That was a crazy game, huh? I don’t really like playing it, because I don’t like having 
things taken away from me. I could tell some of you felt the same way. Sometimes you 
wanted what other people had, and other times you didn’t want what you had. The 
important thing to remember is that [Impress] when you want what someone else 
has, it can make you miserable. Some of you just experienced that, and it was no fun, 
right? [Apply] Well, God knows it’s no fun, too, which is why He wants us to be 
content with what we have and stop thinking about and wanting what others have. 
Let’s all make a decision to stop wanting what others have and to stop being 
miserable. Who’s with me?” 
 
 
3. Gimme a C (memory verse activity / great for boys) 
What You Need: paper, markers 
 



What You Do: 
Give each kid a piece of paper and divide them into five groups. Each group is assigned 
a letter to write on the paper: C, O, N, T, and E. Explain that these are the five letters in 
the word “content.” When they hear their letters in the cheer you’re going to teach them, 
they should jump up and hold their letters up high. Then lead kids in doing a “C-O-N-T-
E-N-T” cheer (“Gimme a C … gimme an O … etc. What does that spell?! Content!”) as 
they practice holding up their letters. (Note: You might want to give the letters N and T to 
your most active kids, as these letters appear twice.) 
 
Next, say the verse together several times. When you get to the word content, kids 
should spell it out and hold up their letters. End the activity with one final cheer. 
 
What You Say: 
“That was fun, and you know what? Being content can be fun, too. I bet you never 
thought about that. But it’s true. We know that [Impress] when you want what 
someone else has, it can make you miserable. But that means the opposite can be 
true, too. [Apply] When you want what YOU have, you can be happy and have fun!” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: pencils, mirrors (optional) 
 
What You Do:  
Give kids the papers of their “miserable faces” from the Plug In activity. Ask them to 
scribble out the miserable face, turn the page over, and make a happy face. (If you’re 
using mirrors, have them make miserable faces and then quickly change to happy 
faces.) Then instruct kids to each repeat the following prayer. 
 
What You Say: 
“God, help me be happy with what I have. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen. 
“When you’re happy with what you have, you’ll be content. But when you want 
what someone else has, it can make you miserable. I’d rather be happy; wouldn’t 
you?” 
  



The Grapes are Always Greener, 1-2 Gr, 
Aug 19 
 

Bible Story: The Grapes are Always Greener (King Ahab and Naboth’s 
vineyard) • 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27 
Bottom Line: When you want what someone else has, it can make you 
miserable. 
Memory Verse: “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situation.” Philippians 4:11b-12a, 
NIV 
Virtue: Contentment—choosing to be happy with what you’ve got. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: paper and markers 
 
What You Do: 
Ask kids to write down five clues about themselves on a piece of paper. Make sure they 
DO NOT include their name or any obvious clues that might give away the answer too 
easily. Then, ask kids to hand their paper to you. Read each page aloud and ask kids to 
guess who they think the clues are about! 
 
 
2. Contentment Grapes 
What You Need: half sheets of white paper, thin markers or pens, scissors, purple 
washable paint, green construction paper, yarn or twine, and tape, staplers, or 
clothespins 
 
What You Do:  
Have kids fill their half sheet of white paper with things they are grateful for—anywhere 
from 10 to 20 things. Then have them dip their finger in the paint. Carefully make a circle 
print on top of each thing you’re thankful for, forming a bunch of grapes or two. Cut 
around the outline of your grapes. Wipe off your finger with a wet wipe or paper towel. 
Take a green piece of paper and write your name in a creative way, then cut a leaf 
shape around that. Attach all of your Small Group’s grapes and leaves to the yarn with a 
clothespin or staples to make a Gratitude Garland. Find a fun place to display it and let 
the paint dry! 
What You Say: 
“You guys did a great job with the clues and with making your bunches of grapes!  
 
Play video 
 
* 1. Who Dunnit? (application activity / review the Bible story) 
What You Need: envelopes with “Who Dunnit? Clues” (Activity Page) 
 
What You Do: 



Explain to the kids that they each have the clues to the Bible story mystery inside of their 
envelope. Tell the kids to race to connect each piece of evidence with the correct 
suspect. When each child has done this, as a group, review the main points of the story. 
 
Answers: 

1. King Ahab: rock 
2. Queen Jezebel: royal seal 
3. Jezreel Official: rock 
4. Naboth: grapes 

 
What You Say: 
[Impress] “When you want what someone else has, it can make you miserable. We 
learned a lot from King Ahab’s mistakes this week, didn’t we? Everyone in this story had 
an excuse for doing something wrong, but God sees right through all that. God doesn’t 
want us to make ourselves miserable. He wants us to be content—to be happy with what 
we have, instead of throwing tantrums or acting badly because we want what someone 
else has. [Apply] If you find yourself feeling jealous of what someone else has, just 
stop right there and thank God for the things you do have and ask Him to give you 
a grateful heart.” 
 
 
2. Tug-O-War (application activity / great for active kids / classroom-wide activity) 
What You Need: rope, painter’s tape, handkerchief 
 
What You Do: 
Kids are going to play tug-of-war as an illustration of what it’s like to wrestle with 
jealousy. Tie the handkerchief in the center of the rope and use the painter’s tape to 
create the dividing lines. Separate your group in half and assign a side of the rope to 
each group. There will be several rounds to make it interesting and fair. Between each 
round, have kids switch places on either team to keep it even. *To make sure this activity 
is safe and fun, you could have kids sit instead of stand for each round so no one falls 
and gets hurt. 
 
Play a final round, adding all of the Small Group Leaders to one side and the kids on 
another. 
 
What You Say: 
After the first round: “Contentment is deciding to be happy with what you’ve got. All of us 
have experienced a time when we saw something that someone else has and wanted it 
for ourselves. [Personalize] Share with your group some age-appropriate times 
when you felt jealous. [Impress] When you want what someone else has, it can 
make you miserable. That feeling is called jealousy and it can make you miserable if 
you give in to it. It’s kind of like a tug-of-war in your heart. You have jealousy pulling one 
way and what God says pulling another. [Apply] Remember, God is stronger and He 
can help us through those times. Let’s play one more round with the leaders 
representing God’s strength. 
 
After the final round: “Wow! That made a big difference! God can help us win the war 
when we feel jealous like King Ahab did. [Apply] By knowing what the Bible says, 
remembering to pray and being grateful for what we do have, we can win the war 
against jealousy and live a life we are fully content with!” 
 



3. Clue-U (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: “Clue-U” (Activity Page), pencils, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 
Kids will decode the Bible verse by using other Scriptures to fill in the blanks. Work with 
your kids to follow the directions on the Activity Page and help them navigate the Bible. 
 
What You Say: 
[Impress] “When you want what someone else has, it can make you miserable. 
Let’s say our memory verse together. (Say the verse as a group.) [Apply] When we 
memorize Scripture, it’s like a seed that gets planted in our hearts. Then God can 
remind us of what His Word says when we need it most. Like if your best friend 
got the new video game you wanted when your parents said no, or if your sister 
always gets new clothes but you have to wear her hand-me-downs. God can 
remind you to be content and not jealous by using this verse you’ve memorized.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: markers, a hat, paper 
 
What You Do:  
Ask kids to write down anonymous prayer requests on pieces of paper. Ask them to fold 
them up and put them into the hat. Explain that each person is going to take a folded-up 
piece of paper back out of the hat and pray for someone else.  
 
What You Say: 
“In today’s story, we saw awful consequences from being discontent with what you have 
and allowing feelings of jealousy to control your choices. It’s always tempting to give in 
to our emotions, but we have to stop and ask God to remind us of all the good things He 
has given us. When you want what someone else has, it can make you miserable. 
Praying for each other is a powerful weapon we have when we find ourselves in a 
fight with our emotions. There is strength in numbers and if you ask someone to 
help you by praying for you, you are making a wise choice and showing that you 
trust God no matter what. Remember that this week.” 
  



The Grapes are Always Greener, 3-4 Gr, 
Aug 19 
 

Bible Story: The Grapes are Always Greener (King Ahab and Naboth’s 
vineyard) • 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27 
Bottom Line: When you want what someone else has, it can make you 
miserable. 
Memory Verse: “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situation.” Philippians 4:11b-12a, 
NIV 
Virtue: Contentment—choosing to be happy with what you’ve got. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: no supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Discuss: If you had $100, what is the one thing you’d buy and why? What would you buy 
with $1,000? How about $1,000,000? 
 
 
2. Rock, Paper, Scissors Train (a classroom-wide activity) 
What You Need: candy 
 
What You Do: 
Ask kids to choose a partner and play “Rock, Paper, Scissors.” Explain that the person 
who loses gets behind the person who beat them and begins a train behind the winner. 
Each winner is to go and find another winner to play against, and whoever loses that 
match gets on the back of the winner’s train. Eventually there will be two long trains, and 
the two winners at the front will compete, best two out of three, for the prize. Give candy 
to the members of the winning train. 
 
Ask the losing train how they feel. Are they bothered that the people who were only on 
the winning train because they lost got candy while they didn’t? Ask the final person who 
lost how he/she feels. He beat everyone except for one person and got nothing. Does he 
want a prize too? After this quick discussion, go ahead and give everyone else a piece 
of candy. 
 
What You Say: 
“Today, you’re going to hear about what someone in the Bible did when he 
wanted something that someone else had. It did NOT go over too well!” 
 
Play video.  
 
1. Billboards (application activity) 
What You Need: index cards, markers, stickers, decorative craft supplies, tear sheet 



What You Do: As a group, brainstorm some ideas and themes from this month and 
write them on the tear sheet. Encourage kids to think about something they really want 
and how God can help them be content without it. Make a case for contentment. What’s 
the benefit? 
 
Then, based on these themes, work together to think of things that would make a good 
billboard or ad. (Sort of like the billboards that have short “letters” from God to us.) 
Example billboard text: “Dear ___, You don’t really need that new dress. You have a 
closet full of clothes. Love, God.” 
 
Then hand out the index cards and instruct kids to pick their favorite theme and make a 
mini-billboard. They need to write out their ad and decorate it anyway they want. Let kids 
explain their billboards to the group. 
 
What You Say: 
“When we are content with what we have, other people want to know why we’re so 
happy. We stand out since so few people act this way. Then we’re like a giant billboard 
for God, and others will want to know our secret! [Apply] But before we can be 
content, we need to identify what’s causing us a problem or keeping us from 
being content. When we do this, it will help us know how to live and we will grow 
like Jesus did. (Ask for volunteers to share if they know what typically keeps them from 
being content.) Otherwise [Impress] when you want what someone else has, it can 
make you miserable.” 
 
 
2. The 5 W’s (application activity / Bible story review) 
What You Need: Bibles, paper, pens 
 
What You Do: 
Explain that a good detective uses clues to answer the 5 W’s (who, what, when, where, 
why). It helps them solve the crime and figure out exactly what happened. Hand out 
Bibles, paper, and pens. Let your kids work in pairs to fill in the answers to the 5 W’s 
about Naboth’s murder in 1 Kings 21:1-19, 27. 
 
What You Say: 
“God saw right through all those excuses that everyone had for murdering Naboth, and 
He sees through our excuses too. Not only that, but [Impress] when you want what 
someone else has, it can make you miserable, like King Ahab was. [Apply] So next 
time you find yourself wanting what someone else has, think through the 5 W’s to 
figure out why you REALLY want it. What do you think the answer will be? It’s 
probably because we think it will make us feel important, happy, powerful, secure, or 
popular—but God says we have Him, so what else do we need? Nothing!”  
 
 
 
* 3. The Contentment Choice (memory verse activity / great for boys) 
What You Need: “The Contentment Choice Situation Cards” 
 
What You Do: 
Hand out a situation card to everyone in your group. Give everyone a minute to read the 
card. Then ask if anyone can say this month’s verse completely from memory. Make 



sure the verse gets said in its entirety, even if you have to ask for a volunteer to look it 
up and read it. Instruct kids to get in character and act out how they would respond to 
the situation on the card. Remind them to apply the memory verse to the situation. Give 
everyone a chance to act out his or her situation. Ask the kids who are watching to 
guess what the situation was. 
 
What You Say: 
“What are some similar situations in your life, and how can you choose to be content? 
(Pause for answers.) [Apply] Can you apply any of the things your group mates 
came up with today? The problem with being discontent is that it takes your focus off of 
God. [Impress] When you want what someone else has, it can make you 
miserable. And when you’re miserable, you have a hard time seeing everything God did 
give you and the good things He’s doing in your life.”  
 
[Personalize] Tell your group about an age-appropriate situation or circumstance 
in your life that isn’t something you’d choose but that God is working out for you. 
Tell them how you can decide to be happy in it. 
 
Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions: 
If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 

• Would you say that you are “in need” or that you “have plenty”? 
• What are some ways that you can choose to be content even if you’re in need? 
• How much of being in need has to do with comparing yourself and your stuff to 

someone else’s? 
• What are some ways to work on not being jealous? 

 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: “Prayer” (Activity Page) 
 
What You Do:  
Instruct kids to get in pairs and share one thing that it’s hard not to want; one thing they 
don't have but is really tempting not to think about and really desire. Explain how wanting 
those things messes with your contentment. Then give each pair a prayer page. Tell 
them to pray over their partners by saying the prayer and filling in the blanks for them. 
 
What You Say: 
[Apply] “God will help you learn to be content if you ask Him, and you can ask 
Him for help anytime. [Impress] When you want what someone else has, it can 
make you miserable, but God and His way—which is contentment—will bring you the 
type of joy that lasts and isn’t dependent on what’s going on around you!” 
 


