
Finding Jesus, 4-K, Dec 30 
 

Bible Story: Finding Jesus (wise men visit Jesus) • Matthew 2:1-12 
Bottom Line: God loved you first. How will you love Him? 
Memory Verse: “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only 
Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” John 3:16, 
NIrV 
Life App: Compassion—caring enough to do something about someone else’s 
need. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: an offering container 
 
What You Do: 
Lead the kids to place their offerings in the container, and then invite them to describe a 
trip they have taken, whether across town, across the country, or across the world. How 
long did it take them to get there? How did they travel? (By bus, car, plane, train?) What 
did they pack? What did they do to entertain themselves along the journey? 
 
 
2. Toys from a … Baby? 
What You Need: a tray filled with toddler items and covered with a towel 
 
What You Do: 
Guide the kids to gather around. Set the tray in front of you, being sure every child can 
see it. Remove the towel and direct the kids to carefully view the objects. After a few 
seconds, replace the towel and secretly remove one item. (You can turn your back to the 
kids as you remove the item and/or have the kids close their eyes.) Remove the towel 
again and challenge the kids to identify the missing object. Praise the kids for their good 
memories. 
 
What You Say: 
“What do all these items have in common? (Little kids use them/play with them.) Yes. 
Young children enjoy these things—they might even enjoy receiving them as gifts. 
[Transition] Let’s go to Large Group where we’ll hear about the gifts some men 
brought to a very young child.” 
  
N, S, E, W (Bonus Activity!) 
What You Need: N, S, E, W signs posted on the walls of your room; hula hoops 
(optional) 
 
What You Do: 
Guide the kids to get into groups of three or four and stand in the center of your room. 
Lead the children in each group to hold the rim of a hula-hoop. If you don’t have hoops, 
the kids can simply hold hands in a circle. Tell the kids that they are going to travel as 
groups to different locations. They will travel north (point to the N), south (point to the S), 
east (point to the E), or west (point to the W). Call out different ways and directions for 
the groups to travel, varying your pace to keep interest high. You may call out: tiptoe 



north, walk slowly west, take baby steps east, take giant steps south, etc. Conclude by 
directing the groups to travel to the center of the room. Guide them to be seated, and 
then collect the hoops. 
 
What You Say: 
“When you travel, it’s often better to travel in groups. In today’s Bible story, we’ll hear 
about a group of men who traveled from the east (point to the E) to find a very 
special person.” 
 
Play Video 
 
* 1. Treasure (application activity) 
What You Need: shoebox, strips of brown, yellow, or gold paper, markers, glue sticks, 
safety scissors, acrylic jewel stickers and/or other craft items  
 
What You Do: 
Tell the kids that they are going to work together to make a treasure chest. Set the 
shoebox, paper strips, and markers in the middle of your work area. Invite the kids to 
color the strips of paper as they choose. Next, help them glue the strips to the shoebox 
in a “treasure chest” fashion. Trim the ends of the strips as necessary. When the box is 
covered, invite the kids to add the jewel stickers and/or other craft items.  
 
What You Say: 
“The wise men showed their love for Jesus by making a long journey to give Him gifts of 
gold, incense, and myrrh. [Apply] You can show your love for Jesus, too. Did you 
know that you have a treasure you can give to Jesus? The treasure you can give 
Him is the gift of spending time with Him, talking to Him, and reading His story. 
You can also give Him the gift of loving other people and telling them about Him. 
So remember: [Impress] God loved you first. How will you love Him?” 
 
 
2. Magnet Maze (review the Bible story) 
What You Need: prepared “Wise Men’s Journey” (Activity Page) and trays; prepared 
wise men; button magnets 
 
What You Do: 
Guide the kids to get into groups of two or three. Give each group a tray with a maze, a 
wise man, and a button magnet. Direct the kids to rest one end of the tray on a table and 
hold the other end with their hand. (Or two kids could hold the tray while one kid works 
the maze.) Next, lead them to place a wise man pawn at the “Start” and hold their 
magnets under the trays and beneath the wise men. The magnets should touch the tray 
and stick underneath in the same spot where the wise man is above it. The kids can 
then move their magnets to lead the wise men through the maze to Jesus! Direct the 
kids to take turns completing the maze.  
 
What You Say: 
“Do you remember what the wise men said to king Herod? (Pause.) They said, ‘Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? … We have come to worship him.’ How 
did the wise men worship Jesus? (They traveled to Bethlehem to find Him; they gave 
Him gifts; they bowed down to Him.) The wise men worshiped Jesus because they knew 



He was God’s Son. Just like the wise men, [Apply] we can worship Jesus, too. We 
can love Him, because He loved us first. What are some ways you can show Jesus 
that you love Him? (I can talk to Him, I can tell others about Him, I can love other 
people to show them His love, I can trust Him to be my Savior, etc.) [Impress] God 
loved you first. How will you love Him?” 
 
 
3. Follow the Star (memory verse activity / great for boys / can be classroom-wide) 
What You Need: “Follow the Star” (Activity Page), tape  
 
What You Do: 
Divide each Small Group into two teams. For each team, tape a set of stars to the wall in 
a loose cluster, with the largest star above all the others. Position the stars so that the 
kids may need to jump to reach some of them. Direct the teams to line up at the far end 
of the room, opposite the stars. At your signal, guide the first child in line to run to his 
team’s stars, pull one from the wall, run back to his team, and tag the next child in line. 
Continue until the children retrieve all the stars. When the relay ends, lead the teams to 
put the verse in order. Guide the kids to read the verse in unison. 
 
What You Say: 
“The wise men knew that God had promised to send a Savior. When God gave them a 
star to follow, they trusted Him enough to know that this star was worth following. They 
left everything and made the long journey to find Jesus. They wanted to love Him and 
worship Him. [Apply] What are some ways you can love Jesus? [Personalize] 
(Share a way you will love Jesus.) [Impress] God loved you first. How will you love 
Him?” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: treasure chests from “Treasure,” colorful index cards, markers or 
crayons 
 
What You Do: 
Give each child an index card or piece of paper. Invite the kids to draw or write (on the 
cards) one thing they would like to give to God. It could be something physical (a toy 
they give to a friend as a way to show love to God) or something intangible (their heart, 
their love, etc.). [Personalize] Be sure to draw or write your own gift, too. Tell the 
kids the gift you will give. When the kids finish, lead them in a prayer similar to the one 
below. At your cue, guide the kids to prayerfully place their “gifts” in the treasure boxes. 
 
What You Say: 
“Dear God, it’s amazing to think how You led the wise men all the way to Bethlehem to 
see Jesus. We want to be like the wise men and follow You wherever You want us to go. 
We also want to be like the wise men and give You the BEST gifts we can give. (Invite 
the kids to quietly place their gifts in the treasure boxes.) Dear God, thank You for loving 
us and giving us the BEST GIFT EVER—Your Son, Jesus. Oh, Lord, we can never love 
You as much as You love us, but help us love You more every day. Help us love You 
with ALL of our hearts. We love You, Lord. Amen.” 
  



Finding Jesus, 1-2 Gr, Dec 30 
 

Bible Story: Finding Jesus (wise men visit Jesus) • Matthew 2:1-12 
Bottom Line: God loved you first. How will you love Him? 
Memory Verse: “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only 
Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” John 3:16, 
NIrV 
Life App: Compassion—caring enough to do something about someone else’s 
need. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: an offering container 
 
What You Do: 
Ask kids what their favorite Christmas presents were. Let them share stories about their 
Christmases. 
 
 
2. Road Trip!  
What You Need: no supplies needed 
 
What You Do: 
Play a common road trip alphabet game that will be easy for newcomers to join by 
simply expanding the circle. Sit in a circle, and starting with the letter A, fill in a name, a 
place, and an object using this sentence: My name is _____. I am travelling to ______, 
and I’m bringing a bunch of _______. (My name is Ashley. I am travelling to Alabama, 
and I’m bringing a bunch of Apples.) Continue clockwise around the circle. Each person 
must change the sentence to fit the next letter of the alphabet. Get as silly as you want! 
 
What You Say: 
[Transition] “It can be fun to get out of town and go on a road trip. But sometimes, 
long journeys are about more than just fun. Today we’ll learn about a group of 
important men who went on a very long journey of their own!” 
 
Play Video 
 
* 1. East to Jesus (review the Bible story / great for boys) 
What You Need: “East to Jesus” (Activity Page), masking tape, marker, 30 pieces of 
construction paper 
 
What You Do: 
Place one piece of masking tape on the floor and label it “EAST.” Next, lay out the 
pieces of construction paper in a long, curvy path. At the end of the path, place another 
piece of masking tape on the floor and label it “JESUS.” Tell your group they are going to 
play a life-sized game that will take them along the path the wise men took from the east 
to get to Jesus. Have them line up in order starting with who has the next birthday and 
ending with the birthday that’s the furthest away. Draw a card and read it aloud. If the 



child answers correctly, he or she moves the number indicated on the card. If the answer 
is incorrect, the player stays put. The first player to reach “Jesus” wins! 
 
Note: If you have a lot of kids (more than 7 or 8), you may need to “recycle” the cards 
back into the bottom of the pile in case you don’t have a winner by the time you reach 
the end of the stack. 
 
What You Say: 
“The wise men travelled a long way and I bet they overcame many obstacles to see 
Jesus. I wonder when they first realized that Jesus was there because God loved them 
so much? They wanted to worship Jesus, this new King, with everything they had. 
[Impress] God loved you first. How will you love Him?” 
 
 
2. Guess the Way (application activity / great for boys) 
What You Need: “Guess the Way” (Activity Page), tape 
 
What You Do: 
Tell your group that there are many ways we can show God we love Him. [Personalize] 
Share two or three ways you like to show God your love. (Going to church, 
praying, reading your bible, obeying Him, etc.) Together, brainstorm as many ways 
of showing God love as you can. 
 
Have students stand in a line, shoulder-to-shoulder, looking straight ahead. One-by-one, 
tape a card with a way to show God love on their backs so they cannot see their cards. 
Tell them to go around the group and figure out what is written on their back by asking 
“yes” or “no” questions only. You may have to give some of your kids a question to ask 
to get them started. (Is this something I can do in my bedroom? Is it something I do with 
others? etc.) Remember to encourage group members to only answer each other’s 
questions with a simple “Yes” or “No.” When everyone thinks they know what is written 
on their back, come back together and hear everyone’s educated guesses! Then check 
to see if they are right. 
 
What You Say: 
[Apply] “These are just a few of the many great ways we can show God we love 
Him. He showed us His love in a HUGE way. Shouldn’t we show Him our love right 
back? [Impress] God loved you first. How will you love Him?” 
3. Memory Tunes (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 
Pass out as many Bibles as you have. (If there are not enough for each child, pair 
students up so each individual, pair, or group has a Bible.) See how many kids/groups 
can find this month’s memory verse on their own, with no help. Once everyone has 
found the verse, have everyone read the verse together out loud. Remind them this is 
the verse we have been talking about all month long and not only is it the last time we 
get to practice together as a group, it’s the last time we get to sing Christmas carols in 
public until next year! Combine the two by choosing a favorite Christmas carol and, as a 
group, singing the verse to the tune of that carol. Pick two or three more favorites to sing 
your verse to—it might be a challenge but it will sure evoke a laugh or two! 
 



What You Say: 
“This month’s memory verse is such a great reminder of how much God loves us. He 
loves us so much that He gave us Jesus so that we can spend eternity with God. That is 
some powerful love! [Apply] Let’s show God how grateful we are for His love by 
showing Him how much we love Him, too. [Impress] God loved you first. How will 
you love Him?” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: paper, pencils 
 
What You Do:  
Pass out one piece of paper and one pencil to each child in your group. Tell them how 
personal our loving God can be, and how a lot of times it is just between you and God. 
[Apply] Give them five minutes to write a letter/prayer to God or draw a comic strip 
telling/showing Him how much they love Him and why they love Him. 
 
What You Say: 
“Just like it makes us feel happy and loved to get a note from a friend, it makes God feel 
loved to get a note from you! You can pray wherever you are and if you don’t have a 
piece of paper, saying a prayer in your head or out loud still gets to God. Let’s all hold 
our letter and take a minute to tell God how much we really love Him. 
 
“Dear God, thank You so much for loving us enough to send Jesus. You not only sent a 
Savior, but You are with us and see our needs each day. You have put people in our 
lives who care for us. You give us food and water. When we feel lonely, we can 
remember that You’re always with us. For all these things and so much more, we love 
You! In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
  



Finding Jesus, 3-4 Gr., Dec 30 
 

Bible Story: Finding Jesus (wise men visit Jesus) • Matthew 2:1-12 
Bottom Line: God loved you first. How will you love Him? 
Memory Verse: “God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only 
Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” John 3:16, 
NIrV 
Life App: Compassion—caring enough to do something about someone else’s 
need. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
1. Early Arriver Idea 
What You Need: an offering container 
 
What You Do: 
Recap everyone’s Christmas. What was the best part of the holiday? What were their 
favorite gifts? What was one thing they each learned this month that made Christmas 
different or better this year? How does what happens at Christmas affect the rest of the 
year? 
 
 
2. Let’s Review 
What You Need: “Let’s Review Memory Cards” (Activity Page) 
 
What You Do: 
Divide your group into pairs and instruct them to play “Memory” with the 10 cards in their 
sets. Place all 10 face down, one person turns one over and tries to find the “match.” It 
won’t be the exact same; instead, the matches are a review of this month. Kids will pair 
up bottom lines with Bible stories, and they’ll pair up the Life App name with the 
definition. 
 
The matches are: 

“Compassion” with “caring enough to do something about someone else’s need” 
“God saw our greatest needs. Whose needs do you see?” with “Gabriel Appears 
to Mary • Luke 1:26-33” 
“God gave us the greatest gift. What will you give?” with “Jesus is Born • Luke 
2:1-7” 
“God gave us great news. Who will you tell?” with “Shepherds Visit Jesus • Luke 
2:8-20” 
“God showed the world His love. How will you show the world?” with “God 
Showed His Love • 1 John 4:9-12” 

 
What You Say: 
“That was a great review game. You all remembered a lot from this month! Speaking of 
review, the reviews are in from ‘The Big Give’ play we saw last week. Let’s hear 
what the critics had to say.” 
 
 



Play Video  
 
* 1. The 3 Gifts (application activity / review the Bible story)  
What You Need: blank paper or cardstock, colored pencils, Bible 
 
What You Do: 
Hand out the paper and the colored pencils as you remind kids about the three gifts that 
the wise men brought to Jesus. Open the Bible and read Matthew 2:1-12 aloud while 
kids close their eyes and really focus on the details. Tell them to listen for what the wise 
men did that showed that they knew Jesus was more than just a normal baby. When 
you’re done reading, ask them to share their thoughts. Then tell them that the wise men 
didn’t just come to see a baby, they came to worship a King! 
 
Then encourage kids to draw three different gift boxes or bags. Just an outline will work. 
[Apply] Then ask everyone to come up with three ways that they can worship 
Jesus with their whole lives, just like the wise men did. Tell them to write or draw 
those things in the gift boxes or bags. 
 
What You Say: 
[Impress] “God loved you first. How will you love Him? God made the first move, 
and now it’s our turn! And it doesn’t just have to be stuff you buy; you can do this with 
the gifts, talents, and love that God has given you. [Apply] What do you have that you 
can share? What can you use to love God with your life? (Ask kids to share some 
of the things they wrote or drew.) When we do this, we are worshiping God, just like 
the wise men did.” 
 
 
2. Show Our Love (application activity / great for boys) 
What You Need: 2 poster boards, markers, pens, index cards or sticky notes 
 
What You Do: 
Divide one of the poster boards into quarters and label one “Spend time with Him,” label 
another “Talk with Him,” label another “Read His story,” and label the last one “Love 
other people.” As you do so, instruct one kid to do the same thing with the other poster 
board. Point out that these are all ways we can show our love for Jesus. 
 
Then divide kids up into two groups and give each kid four index cards or sticky notes. 
Ask teams to gather on one side of your space, and put the two poster boards on the 
opposite end. Explain that kids should each come up with an idea or example for each 
space on the board and write it on a card. When they’ve finished a card, they race to 
their team’s board and put it in the correct spot. All kids need to finish all four cards. If 
some kids have trouble coming up with enough ideas, their teammates can help them 
out. 
 
When both teams are finished, read the cards from each section of the poster boards out 
loud. Ask the kids to identify any that are similar. When you have finished reading each 
category, ask if there were any cards that might fit in more than one section. 
 
 
 



What You Say: 
[Impress] “God loved you first. How will you love Him? [Apply] Which of these can 
YOU put into action this week? What ones do you plan to make a part of your life 
forever? (Give kids a few seconds to think about and share their answers.) 
[Personalize] (Share which idea stuck out to you and how you might implement it 
this week.) You all came up with some great ideas—I’m really impressed. When we put 
these ideas into action we’re worshipping God and praising His greatness! How amazing 
that we get to do this!” 
 
 
3. Who Was First? (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: “Clues” (Activity Pages), pencils, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 
Pair kids up and give each pair a set of cards. Each clue will tell them a book of the 
Bible, a chapter, and the verse that they need to look up and read quietly to their partner. 
Once they have found all five verses and read them, they have to figure out the common 
theme between all the verses. (God loved us first, before we were forgiven, when we 
really didn’t deserve it.) When everyone is finished, have the pairs share their thoughts 
with the group. 
 
What You Say: 
“It just blows my mind to think about a completely perfect, all-powerful God who loved all 
of us, even though we were and are sinners. In fact, He loved us so much that He sent 
His own Son to die for us. That’s crazy! [Impress] God loved you first. How will you 
love Him? [Apply] Now it’s our turn to love Him back! What can you do? How do 
these verses help you to see why we should do this? (Pause for answers.) When 
we do these things, we’re worshiping and thanking God for His love that saves us!” 
 
Optional 5th Grade Discussion Questions 
If you lead fifth graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 

• Why does God care how much we love and trust Him? Why does it matter that 
we show others these things? 

• Why can’t we be quiet about our love or just keep it between us and God? 
• How does showing love to others benefit us? Does it benefit God in any way? 
• Why is it important that God loved us first? 

 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: butcher paper, marker 
 
What You Do:  
As a group, brainstorm a BIG list of all the ways you can pray to God. Write it on the 
paper. Talk about how talking and praying to God can happen anytime, anywhere, and 
in any fashion; you don’t have to stop what you’re doing, close your eyes, and bow your 
heads, although you can do that if you want! You can pray for specific people or things 
on your mind. It can be prayers of praise or thanks. It can happen in a car, while walking, 
inside or outside! Once you have made your list, go around and ask everyone to share 
their favorite way, place, and/or time to pray or a new way that they’d like to try this 



week. Share your own favorites with the kids. Then tell everyone to spread out in the 
room and pick a way to pray from the list. Give them a minute to pray. 
 
What You Say: 
“Just like there’re lots of ways to pray, there are lots of ways to love God, and you 
know what’s really cool? If you need help figuring out a way to love God, you can 
pray and ask Him about it. When we ask God for help and when we pray, we’re 
showing that we rely or depend on Him. We realize that we can’t do everything by 
ourselves. Before we go, I want to remind you one more time: God loved you first. 
How will you love Him? Let’s continue showing compassion, even as we start a new 
month and a new year!” 
 


