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April 23, 2020 
 

Dear Poplar Ridge Church Family, 
 
I recently saw a post on Facebook that said, “April has been the longest year of my life!!” 
It seems like the weeks are running together! We are already in week six of our hiatus from in-
person gatherings at Poplar Ridge. I’m sure we are all restless and ready to get back to normal. 
In time, we will look back on this season and see how God was shaping and molding us for His 
purposes. Now is the time to be patient in faithfulness. Psalm 27:14 reminds us, “Be strong and 
let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the Lord.” 
 
A few things for your consideration this week…  
 
� THE MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION. A question that I’m hearing almost every 
 day is, “When do you think we’ll start meeting on Sundays again?” I wish I knew the answer!  
 

 I know we will meet together for worship, study and fellowship as soon as possible. As you 
 may recall, in mid-March we set a seven-week plan for hiatus, with the hope that 
 Homecoming/Memorial Sunday (May 3rd) would be our date for return. We are (already!) at 
 that mark and, unfortunately, it is just not time to return to our gatherings. Our big 
 Homecoming & Memorial celebration, like so many other activities, will be rescheduled.  
 

 The Elders and I are keeping a close watch on the guidance from Federal, State and Local 
 officials. There is talk of “reopening” the economy and relaxing the restrictions on movement. 
 I hope that comes sooner rather than later. When the time comes, we will present a plan for 
 gathered ministry that reflects prayerful discernment and guidelines from trusted health 
 officials. It may be a while before we are back to “normal” and that’s ok. We will persist in 
 gospel ministry no matter how or when we return to in-person gatherings. We do not know 
 what the future holds, but we know Who holds the future!  
 
� SURVEY. In the coming weeks, I’d like for every full member and regular attendee of Poplar 
 Ridge to complete and return a brief survey about our values as a church. This will help the 
 Elders discern God’s vision for Poplar Ridge and our next steps in ministry in the coming 
 months and years. This time away has given us a chance to take a step back and consider 
 what we really value as a church. So many people have commented that they love and 
 appreciate their church family now more than ever. This is an opportune time for reflection 
 and offer some of your thoughts to the Elders about Poplar Ridge. This survey, along with 
 instructions for completion and return, will be in next week’s mailing.  



� FINANCES. Our financial giving has been excellent during the hiatus. In this season of 
 anxiousness, it seems reasonable to hold a little tighter to our funds. But the membership of 
 Poplar Ridge has continued to tithe throughout the pandemic. We know God will provide for 
 our every need and, just because the headlines are negative, we do not cease giving.  
 Many are making good use of the weekly envelopes and several have donated online for the 
 first time. Thank you for your ongoing support!  
 

"For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers.” ~Ephesians 1:15-16 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


