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September 3, 2020 
 
 
Dear Church Family,  
 
A few years ago, my wife and I bought some furniture from Ikea in Charlotte. If you have ever been 
to an Ikea super store, it’s like the Disneyland of home decor. They have everything you would 
need to furnish your home, from garage to bathrooms. Their inventory looks classy too. Everything 
is modern and sleek. And the best part… it’s affordable.  
 
There is a catch though: You have to assemble the furniture yourself. Your dresser or desk comes 
in a big cardboard box, with all the large wood pieces stacked on top of one another and little 
bags of bolts and screws tucked inside. Each piece comes with a large instruction manual, replete 
with pictures and diagrams of the assembly process. With enough time and an Allen wrench (and 
patience!) anyone can put together furniture from Ikea simply by following the steps.  
 
Wouldn’t it be nice if the rest of life worked like that too? Wouldn’t things be easier if there was a 
step-by-step process to navigate through life? But, of course, that is not the way things work. Life 
is messy and our journey is filled with twists and turns that do not fit neatly into an instruction 
manual.  
 
This is why Jesus taught us in parables. A parable is a simple story that points to a greater truth 
about God. The parables have many layers: they teach us how to live, about God’s great promises 
and the ministry of Jesus. The parable incites the listener to hear, reflect, remember and ponder. In 
so doing, we receive guidance for the course of our life.  
 
I encourage you to lean in to the parables of Jesus over these next few weeks. Life is not linear. 
There is no instruction manual. But we do have a Teacher who offers parables to guide the course 
of our life and to direct our steps.  
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  
 
 
 

>>> IMPORTANT REMINDERS <<< 
 
WORSHIP - Two ways to enjoy worship at Poplar Ridge this Sunday! 
 

1) 9:00 am OUTDOOR Worship Service. You can sit on the front lawn or worship from your 
car by tuning in to Radio Station 90.9 FM. Please bring a lawn chair or blanket. 

 



2) INDOOR. The sanctuary will be open for anyone who would like to sit inside during the 
9:00 am service (audio only). 

 
Please note: There will not be a video recording of the Sunday sermon posted on our website 
this week. However, all of our other ministry resources will be available. 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL POSTPONED.  
With so many unknowns and the safety and health of our children, volunteers, and families being 
of utmost importance, we have decided to POSTPONE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL until another 
time. This was not an easy decision, it is disappointing, because we always look forward to VBS, 
but we are confident this is the best decision for everyone involved. While we are not finalizing a 
future date right now, we are hopeful to reschedule soon. Thank you for your prayers and 
continued support of our precious children and youth at Poplar Ridge. 
 
GIVING. 
We will continue receiving tithes and offerings on Sunday morning at our worship service, or you’re 
welcome to use the enclosed offering envelope to mail your check. If you prefer, you can give 
securely online at prfriends.org/give. 
 
 


