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August 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Poplar Ridge Church Family,  
 
This week we are going to begin a new sermon series exploring some of the Parables of 
Jesus. As we will see, to follow Jesus means listening close to His teachings and giving 
ourselves to deep reflection. The parables are simple 
stories that use timeless devices (seeds, farmers, feuding 
brothers, etc.) to teach eternal principles.  
 
When Jesus began His preaching and teaching ministry, 
He used parables almost exclusively. His cryptic teaching 
was food for the faithful and sour grapes for His enemies. 
Those who listened and carefully considered His teachings 
were rewarded with insight into a deeper life with God. 
Those who demurred His parables were derided as 
calloused. Jesus said of those who “heard” the parables 
but did not “listen”: "they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but 
never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!" (Mark 4:12)  
 
Over the next several weeks, listen closely to the teaching of Jesus. Give yourself to deeper 
reflection to the parables. Sometimes we are guilty of seeking an easy, bullet-point 
understanding of Jesus’ teaching. But the parables call us to deeper water. We should 
meditate and pray on these simple stories. When we wade into the parables, we find the 
heart of our Savior and direction for our walk with Him.  
 
WORSHIP - Three ways to enjoy worship at Poplar Ridge!  
 

1) 9:00 am OUTDOOR Worship Service. You can sit on the front lawn or worship from 
your car by tuning in to Radio Station 90.9 FM. Please bring a lawn chair or 
blanket. 

 
2) SANCTUARY. The sanctuary will be open starting this Sunday, August 23 for 

anyone who would like to sit inside during the 9:00 am service. We will do our best 
to stream the service on the screen in the sanctuary. 

 
3) ONLINE. A video recording of the Sunday sermon as well as all of the ministry 

resources we have been providing is available at prfriends.org. 
 

continued… 



GIVING - We will continue receiving tithes and offerings on Sunday morning at our worship 
service, or you’re welcome to use the enclosed offering envelope to mail your check. If you 
prefer, you can give securely online at prfriends.org/give. 
 
Thank you! From the bottom of my heart…THANK YOU for the kind words of affirmation 
regarding my leading to resign as Senior Pastor at Poplar Ridge. I have received so many 
calls, visits, texts and notes of encouragement. I know God has big things in store for 
Poplar Ridge!  
 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. -Colossians 3:16 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


