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July 2, 2020 
 
 
Dear Poplar Ridge Family,  
 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.” ~Matthew 6:33 

 
We live in an age of distraction and, if you are like me, it can be very hard to keep focus. In 
the information age, we have a constant flow of buzzing, ringing and notifications -- each 
one vying for our attention.  
 
Jesus tells us to “seek first” the Kingdom and “all these things” will be added. As Christians, 
our life should be a constant pursuit of holiness. We should have the sole focus of honoring 
God in every walk of life. He should be glorified in our work, friendships and charity. Sadly, 
we are “prone to wander” from God and the desire to please Him.  
 
This week I am praying that our church family remains focused on God’s Kingdom. Between 
our phones buzzing at us, unending updates about the coronavirus and summer travel, it is 
easy to lose focus on the most important thing. Have you lost your Kingdom focus? Are you 
neglecting time in the Word? Are you spending meaningful time in prayer?  
 
If you have lost focus, I encourage you to renew your commitment to the Living God and, 
“seek first His Kingdom.” Take time to be Holy. Dwell in His presence. Seek God’s leading in 
your life. When you do, “all these things” will be added.  
 
 
þ IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! ONE WORSHIP SERVICE.  
 Starting this Sunday, we will have one worship service through the month of July: 
 Outdoor/Drive-In at 9:00 am. With the rapid rise of COVID cases, the Elders feel it is 
 wise to avoid indoor gatherings for the time being. We will reevaluate at the end of the 
 month. THANK YOU so much for your patience through this ordeal!  
 
þ BIBLE STUDY.  
 Looking to get into the Word?! Check out Brian Donley’s Bible study on the home page 
 at prfriends.org!   
 
þ WITHIN REACH.  
 Will you please pray for a mission project next week? Several young people from Poplar 
 Ridge and other Atlantic Friends congregations are going to share the gospel through 
 service (July 5-8) in a mission event called, “Within Reach.” Please pray that the 
 gospel is shared in word and deed!  



þ BLOOD DRIVE.  
 We had a GREAT turnout for the blood drive last Sunday. Thank you to everyone who 
 donated!  
 
þ GIVING. 
 There are three ways to give your tithes and offerings each week: 

• An offering box will be available on Sunday mornings;  
• Mail the enclosed, self-addressed offering envelope; or 
• Give securely online at www.prfriends.org/give 

 
 
“…in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” ~Proverbs 3:6 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


