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Dear Poplar Ridge Church Family,  
 
This week during family devotions, we heard the familiar story of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego (Daniel 3). I’ve heard that story more times than I can count. But this week, the Lord 
offered a new insight into this passage. Isn’t it amazing how God takes a familiar passage and helps 
us see it in a new way?! 
 
As you probably know, the three Godly Israelites were being pressured to bow down to an idol in the 
image of Nebuchadnezzar. All of Babylon would kneel as a way to acknowledge the ruler’s 
supposed divinity. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused because followers of the One, 
True God would not kneel to anyone but Him. They were thrown into the fire as punishment, but God 
protected them in their trial and they were not burned.  
 
It occurred to me, for the first time, that their heroism may be a result of their unity. Not only were 
they faithful, but they were faithful together. Sure, all of Babylon were ridiculing and punishing their 
civil disobedience, but with the faithful on their right and left, the three could stand up to the crowd.  
 
There is strength in unity. Our nation, community and church is going through a tough time. But God 
is faithful to us. He will provide perfect care and protection. I hope that Poplar Ridge can meet this 
challenge with confidence and courage. I pray that we have the same unity in heart and mind that 
gave those three the conviction to remain faithful. May we remain faithful…and faithful together.  
 
A few important notes:  
 
TEEN CHALLENGE. Next Sunday, July 5th we will welcome Teen Challenge at worship. They will 
offer songs and testimonies about God’s victory in their battle with addiction. Poplar Ridge is a long-
time supporter of this gospel ministry! 
 
WORSHIP.      9:00 am  Drive in / Outdoor worship 
 11:00 am  Indoor worship (face masks and PPE are available at the church) 
 
BIBLE STUDY with Brian Donley. I hope everyone will enjoy Brian’s mid-week Bible studies posted 
at prfriends.org. It’s a great way to stay in the Word and hear excellent teaching!  
 
GIVING. There are three ways to give your tithes and offerings each week: 
 

• An offering box is available in the foyer on Sunday mornings;  
• Mail the enclosed, self-addressed offering envelope; or 
• Give securely online at www.prfriends.org/give 

 
“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will 
deliver us…” ~Daniel 3:17 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


