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Dear Poplar Ridge Church family,  
 
There’s a remarkable scene in Acts 16. Paul is imprisoned for his faith, along with Silas. 
Can you imagine? They are in jail for the “crime” of following Jesus and expelling a demon. 
They do not have a lawyer or legal advocate. They do not know how long they will be 
captive or if they will lose their lives. In this time of trouble, what do they decide to do? 
 
They sing! (Acts 16:25)  
 
In their distress and from behind bars, they sing hymns of praise to God! The jailers can 
imprison their bodies, but they cannot confine their praise!  
 
That is such a good lesson for us in these turbulent days. I have never lived through 
anything quite like what we are going through as a nation. And, I’ll admit, I have had spells 
of grief and anxiety through this season. But the moment I come into the house of the Lord 
and sing praise to God, the weight on my heart floats away like a feather. In joyful praise, 
the Spirit offers us a peaceful assurance of God’s provision. We are not confined like Paul 
in Acts 16, but we can still give praise to God in His faithfulness!  
 
JUNE WORSHIP. We have had a great time of worship this month! Both indoor and 
outdoor services have been blessed! I’m so grateful for your gracefulness and patience 
during this season. God is good to us!  
 
We will continue with 9am and 11am services through June. 
 

 9:00 am   Outdoor/Drive In. Please note: this is rain or shine! If it’s raining, we’ll still  
   have service, transmitted over 90.9 FM.  
 11:00 am   Indoor, with social distancing guidelines! 
 
TEEN CHALLENGE. On Sunday, July 5th, we will welcome Teen Challenge at both 
services to share and testify about their good work. Poplar Ridge is a proud, long-time 
supporter of this gospel ministry to recovering addicts.  
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS. Thank you for your faithfulness! We continue to offer three 
ways to give your donations each week: 
 

• An offering box is available in the foyer on Sunday mornings;  
• Mail the enclosed, self-addressed offering envelope; or 
• Give securely online at www.prfriends.org/give 

continued… 



I’ll conclude this letter with the rest of the story from Paul’s stay in prison. I hope it 
encourages your heart:  
 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” Then they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night 
the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household 
were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was 
filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.  
(Acts 16:31) 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


