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May 6, 2020 
 
 
Greetings Poplar Ridge Church Family!  
 

“Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, 
will be with us in truth and love.” - 2 John 3 

 
Last week I happened to catch Damon & Lisa Whitaker planting flower seeds in the garden boxes 
that sit at the back door of the church. (For several years now, they have planted those gorgeous 
flowers that bloom in the spring!) In just a few short days those seeds are going to sprout from the soil 
and, before we know it, they will be in full bloom.  
 
I believe our church will, in good time, return to full bloom. When the “shutdown” started, I imagined a 
date and time when we would have a big “reopening” and meet together as before. Now it’s looking 
like our reunion will be more gradual, and that’s okay. With God’s help, we will be in the “full bloom” of 
ministry again. While we wait, I pray God finds us faithful so that in harvest we are the seeds that 
produced a crop “a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown” (Matthew 13:8). 
 
REOPENING PLAN. This week, North Carolina is set to move into Phase One of Governor Cooper’s 
plan to reopen. The guidelines in Phase Two & Three will allow larger gatherings, including in-person 
church services. We are crafting a reopening plan that will include guidance about our return to 
church. Our programming (Sunday School, youth & children’s ministries, etc…) will look different for a 
while. We will make all the necessary adjustments to encourage a happy and safe return to worship!  
 
QUESTIONNAIRE. Thank you for the great response to the 2020 Poplar Ridge Values Survey! We 
have already received several and they have great feedback. Please return the survey (by mail or 
SurveyMonkey.com) by May 18th.  
 
GIVING. We have been so happy with the faithful contributions to Poplar Ridge each week! We pray 
you continue to give by envelope or online at prfriends.org/donate.  
 
“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” - 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


