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Greetings Poplar Ridge Church Family!!!  
 
I saw a sign recently that said, “Be Wise, Be Brave.” The idea is that we should live a courageous 
life, but don’t be dumb about it. Jesus said it better to His disciples, “so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). The Christian walks the fine line between faith and reason. We 
will brave farthest corners of the world to share the gospel, but not to prove our own strength. We will 
step out in faith, but only at His prompting. Satan tempted Jesus to take a foolish step (off the temple 
mount!) that for some would seem like a brave move. Jesus put a definitive stop to Satan’s attempt 
to get our Lord to take a brazen step: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test” (Matthew 4:7).   
 
There are many in our congregation and community who are not quite ready to continue their normal 
routine, including gathered worship. That’s ok. This is not a lack of faith, but good discernment. We 
believe the Spirit speaks to us in a deep, personal way. He guides us through each season of life. 
Sometimes the Spirit tells us to move. Other times He tells us to pause. If you are wrestling with 
decisions about going out, coming to worship, etc., please know that you are not alone and your 
church family is praying for wisdom and discernment.  
 
My counsel is simple: go with the strength God gives you (1 Peter 4:11) and He will show you the 
wise path.  
 
THREE WAYS TO WORSHIP. 
This Sunday, May 31, Poplar Ridge will have THREE opportunities for worship… 
 

� 9:00 am Outdoor worship service - front lawn (we’ll go inside if inclement weather) 
 

  � PLEASE bring a lawn chair or blanket! 
  � Practice social distancing! (hand sanitizer, gloves & masks will be on hand)  
  � No nursery or childcare 
  � Church restrooms will be available 
  � A box for your tithes & offerings will be available 
  
� 11:00 am Indoor worship service (worship room) 
 
� Online  A video recording of the Sunday sermon as well as all ministry resources will  
  be available at www.prfriends.org) 

 
A GOOD REOPENING. 
We tip-toed back to worship last week and it was great! There was a sweet spirit in our fellowship.  
A special thanks to our ushers and elders who helped sanitize (before and after services), alternated 
pews for our worshippers and got everyone situated. As we continue to gather in worship, PLEASE 
use good social distancing practices and take every precaution for the consideration of others!  
 

continued on back… 



GIVING.  
As we continue to gather for worship, we will NOT pass the offering plate! A box will be available to 
drop off your tithes and offerings. We will continue to send the envelopes through the summer. 
Online giving is safe and user friendly; check it out at www.prfriends.org/donate. 
 
“The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little 
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever 
and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 5:10-11) 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave Mercadante  


